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WHEN I WAS A KID, THERE WAS ONE
THING ABOUT THE WAY THE WORLD WORKED
THAT T NEVER ENTIRELY YNPERSTOOD.
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WRITERS OF THE WORLD! YN/TE BEUIND
| FRED VAN LENTE! DOWN WITH EFFETE
BOURGEOIS "ARTISTE" RYAN DUNLAVEY!




... THEN WHY ARE NECESS/TIES OF LIFE LIKE
FOOD AND WATER SOLD RELATIVELY CHEAPLY?

AND LUXURIES
OF NO PRACTICAL
HSE ARE INCREDIBLY
EXPENSIVE?

| FORCE PEOPLE TO SHELL OUT THE B8/G BUCKS FOR
THINGS THEY REALLY NEED, AND LEAVE THEM TO SPEND
WHAT'S LEFT OVER ON THE THINGS THEY JUST WANT 2

S0..,
WHY /S MILK
CHEAPER THAN
GOLD?

T MEAN, IF YOU
WANTED TO MAKE A
LOT OF MONEY,
SHOULDN'T
THOSE THINGS BE
REVERSED?

> I CAN ANSWER THAT
QUESTION, FREDDY.., BUT IT'LL
REQUIRE A LITTLE 7TRIP!

MYSTERY TRIP INTO
THE WONPERFLIL,

A MAGICAL

SPLENDIFEROUS
WORLD OF...

FIRST PLACE, AN OBJECT MADE
OUTSIPE OF US, A THING THAT BY ITS
PROPERTIES SATISFIES HUMAN WANTS

OF 6OME SORT OR ANOTHER.”

-~ DAS KAFITAL VOL., 1 (1867

THE
UTILITY OF
A THING MAKE
ITAUSE-




FREDDY!

THE NATURE OF
SLICK WANTS, WHETHER,
FOR INSTANCE, THEY SPRING FROM
THE STOMACH OR FROM FANCY,
MAKE NO DIFFERENCE!

DISTINCTION BETWEEN
'NECESSITY' AND ‘LUXLIRY’
IS A DANGEROUS FALLACY,

USE-VALUES
BECOME A REALITY
ONLY BY LISE OR CONSUMPTION. ..
THEY ARE, IN ADDITION, THE
MATERIAL DEPOSITORIES OF
EXCHANGE-VALLE.

A THING MAKES
ITAUSE-
VALUE!

THE MAGNITUPE

BUT THERE
IS AN EVEN MORE
. IMPORTANT /MMATERIAL
FACTOR THAT DIFFERENTIATES
COMMODITIES FROM
EACH OTHER.

A USEFLIL
ARTICLE HAS VALLE
ONLY BECAUSE HUMAN LABOR

HAS BEEN EMBODIED OR
MATERIALIZED N IT/ \
I\

OF THIS VALUE 15 MEASURED
BY THE QUANTITY OF THE LABOR

CONTAINED IN THE ARTICLE! QUANTITY OF

LABOR |5 MEASURED
BY PURATION
-=~TIME!

-

AFTER ALL, IT TAKES MORE TIME
TO SEW A SUIT THAN IT DOES TO WEAVE CLOTH
-= AND LESS TIME THAN THAT TO PICK COTTON!

AND THE EXCHANGE VALUES
OF THOSE ITEMS REFLECT
: THAT DIFFERENCE!
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UH ... 80 IT TAKES
LESS TIME TO MILK A COW THAN
IT DOES TO MINE GOLD ... AND THAT'S
WHY MILK'S CHEAPER?

HA, HA!
NOW LET'S NOT
START JUMPING TO
CONCLUS/IONS,

EVEN BET]
DON'T DIRE
|oF THelR @
Fi
TO BECOME A TN OTHER WORDS,
COMMODITY, A PRODUCT A COMMODITY MUST
MUST BE TRANSFERRED |g  NOT ONLY PRODLICE BUT THIS
TO ANOTHER, WHOM IT WILL|®| USE-VALUES, BUT USE- 16 NEVER
SERVE AS A LISE-VALLE, BY|f| VALUES FOR OTHERS... AN EQUAL
MEANS OF AN EXCHANGE. " SOCIAL USE-VALUES! EXCHANGE!
) THERE IS
NOT A COMMOZITY. i ALWAYS
* AN EXCESS
~ i LEFT OVER ...
[ SOME
. CALL THIS
I PROFIT...
IN MARXIAN
i ECONOMICS,
[T'8 KNOWN
| AS SURPLUS
VALLUE...
i OR
q CAPITAL!
N
"CAPITALISTS" ARE PEOPLE WHO BENEFIT FROM THE
EXCHANGE, NOT THE PRODUHCTION OF COMMODITEES. THE MEATE D N orkiNG
THEY ARE THE BOWURGEOISIE...THE MIDDLE CLASSES G T oD Coite ST THE WomK
WHO WERE MONEYLENDERS AND LISURERS IN R POWER T AT ACTUALLY
MEDIEVAL TINES... DITIES!

‘ ... AND IN OUR MODERN ERA,

| THEY'RE THE FACTORY OWNERS AND

LANDLORDS WHO CONTROL THE MEANS
OF PRODUCING COMMODITIES,

THIS EXCHANGE ﬁ'AKES THE FORM OF WAGES, !
FOR THE WORKING CLASS HAS ONLY WIS LABOR-TIME i p—
~-CHUNKS OF HI5 OWN LIFE--TO SELL AS A USE-VALLIE!




BUT THIS
16 NEVER
AN EQUAL
EXCHANGE!

THERE 15
ALWAYS
AN EXCESS
EFT OVER ...

SOME
CALL THIS
PROFIT...

IN MARXIAN
ECONOMICS,
IT'S KNOWN
S SLRPLUS
VALUE...

OR
CAPITAL!

ORKING
ALY

AGES,
BOR-TIME
ASE-VALUE!

THE KEY TO CREATING SURPLUS VALUE |15 TO MAKE SURE
THAT WAGES REMAIN LESS THAN THE EXCHANGE VALUE OF THE COMMOUDITIES
THAT THE WORKERS PRODUCE.

1OF THEIR OWN LABOR, THEY'LL SUFFER

EVEN BETTER, SINCE YOUR WORKERS
DON'T DIRECTLY REAP THE BENEFITS

FROM ALIENATION.

FEELS
LIKE T'VE SPENT
MY WHOLE LIFE AT
THIS CRUMMY

. BUT

TODAY WAS
MY FIRST

GEEZ .., WORKERS
EXCHANGE THEIR LABOR-

TIME FOR WAGES.,. WHICH THEY
GIVE BACK TO THE CAPITALIST O THEY
CAN 8y THE VERY COMMODITIES
THEY PROPUCE!

WHAT A
VICIOUS CYCLE! 15
THERE ANY WAY (T CAN BE
BROKEN, MR, MARX?

ACTUALLY,
T CAN THINK OF
SIXTY WAYS,
FREDDY!
Sy o~

////. y /A

TO COMPENSATE, THEY'LL GORGE THEMSELVES
ON COMMOPITIES WITH EVERY DIME THEY MAKE!

WHOEVER
DIES WITH THE
MOST TOYS WINS!
BWHAHAHA!/

HE'S NOT JUST THE
PROPUCER, HE'S ALSO THE
CONSUMER. ..

AND I POCKET
THE DIFFERENCE IN THE
‘Q FORM OF SURPLUS

| / . VALUE! HEH-

-
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THING WOLLD
THAT BE, MR,
MARX?




I KICK
= ASS FOR TI;IE

o \ALUE INC.
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'"THE COMMUNISTS DISDAIN TO CONCEAL
THEIR VIEWS AND AIMS! THEY OPENLY
PECLARE THAT THEIR ENDS CAN BE ATTAINED
ONLY BY THE FORC/IBLE OVERTHROW OF
ALL EXISTING SOCIAL CONDITIONS!*

HA, HA!

YOLIRE 60

ADORABLY NAIVE,
FREDDY!

£ "THE HISTORY OF

ALL HITHERTO EXISTING
- ” SOCIETY |15 THE HISTORY OF
CLASS STRUGGLES!"

e
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SE/ZING THE MEANS
OF PRODUCTION IS THE

ONLY WAY THE WORKERS CAN e
. END THEIR EXPLOITATION ol
FOR SURPLUS VALLE! 7
I U ’,"
GEE WILIKERS, Ny,
MR, MARX ... WHAT \ ©
2 LED TO YOU HAVING \ 2

’ SUCH EXTREME
|\ Sz 77270

Ll

GOSH KNOWS T DIt
I WAS BORN IN P
LAWYER, AND T W

e |
GRENADE ™
ME, FREDDY.

JOLRNA

A BUNCH OF L
THAT GOT ME
THEN FRA

co

A
...AND EVER

T 6AW THE SAME PC

MISERY AMONG THE
THE SAME FORCED /t

LIKE WE WROTE

~—— MANIFEST




O O B S Wi e
N 1818, MY DAD WAS \
LAWYER, AND T WENT TO SCHOOL TO STUDY LAW, OF HEGEL'S, BUT T REJECTED

UT I 6OT BITTI Ti HIS IDEALISTIC DIALECTIC FOR A
BT Bﬂlugt‘jls;ﬁj%f”uosop”y MATERIALLY-VETERMINED

THEORY OF HISTORY.,

=

IDEAS ARE
ALL WELL AND GOOD,
BUT T HUNGERED TO CHANGE
THE WORLD, NOT MERELY
INTERPRET IT...

I WAS A STUDENT

...60 T TURNED TO
JOURNALISM. T WORKED FOR
A BUNCH OF LEFTIST WORKERS' PAPERS.
THAT GOT ME KICKED OUT OF PRUSSIA ...
THEN FRANCE, WHEN THOSE TWO
COUNTRIES BECAME

ALLIES ...

. THEN T WOLIND UP IN LONPON, WHERE THE )

COMMUNIST LEAGUE ASKED ME AND MY COLLEAGUE

FRIEDRICH ENGELS TO WRITE A MANIFESTO
ON THEIR BEMALF.

THAT WAS IN 1847.

1 BECAME A B/G WHEEL N

THE MOVEMENT AFTER THAT.

T TRAVELED ALL OVER EUROPE,

ORGANIZING WORKERS'
PARTIES...

- “WHAT THE
BOURGEOISIE PRODUCES,

ABOVE AlLL, IS ITS OWN :
GRAVE-DIGGERS "

...AND EVERYWHERE, - P 77
I SAW THE SAME POVERTY AND “ITS FALL
MISERY AMONG THE WORKERS -- AND THE VICTORY %
THE SAME FORCED /GNORANCE! - A i OF THE PROLETARIAT
LIKE WE WROTE IN THE ‘ ARE EQUALLY B

MANIFESTO: _ INEVITABLE."

"THE DEVELOPMENT
OF MODERN INOUSTRY
CUTS FROM UINDER (TS FEET THE

VERY FOLUNPATION ON WHICH THE
BOURGEOISIE PRODUCES AND
APPROPRIATES PRODUCTS.”




Y-YOU KNOW,
SINCE YOU WERE
ALIVE, A LOT OF POS/TIVE
THINGS HAVE HAPPENED N
CAPITALIST SOCIETY -~

B-BUT,
I MEAN, THE
OVERTHROW OF ALL
SOCIAL CONDITIONS?
IS THAT REALLY
NECESSARY?

-~ LABOR UINIONS,
SOCIALIZED MEDICINE,
MINIMUM WAGE,
CHILD LABOR
LAWS,,.

"SOCIALIET" .
COMPROMISE! ‘
' B /

REFORMIST
DRIVEL!

il

BOURGEOIS

BANDP-AIPS
ON A CANCER
PATIENT!

LISTENS! 1. TOLD
THEM COMMLUNISM WOULD Cmﬁoﬁo&;
ONLY BE POSSIBLE IN A PART CAPITALIST AND

6LOBAL REVOLUTION! PART COMMUNIST--IN
A HEAD-TO-HEAD MATCH-
UP, CAPITALISM WILL
ALWAYS WIN!

"BECALISE CAPITALISM 1S NOTHING IF NOT DUCTILE!
FROM TIME TO TIME GROUPS COME ALONG WHO FANCY
THEMSELVES REVOLUTIONARY--"

LOOK OUT,

HETERO-HEGEMONY!

HERE COMES QUEER
THEORY!

COLONIALISM I5
GONNA KNOCK YOU ON
YOUR PASTY WHITE
IMPERIALIST ASS,
P~ CRACKER!

WE REJECT
THE GENDERED

SUBJECT IMPOSED
ON Us BY PHA,LLO—
-~ CENTRISM!

FOR CAPIT/
1S NOT FUND.

~~THEY'LL .
MOVE JOBS OV
IN ORDER T(
NEW VICT

"--BUT CAPITALISM APPEASES WOULD-BE REFORMERS -- ABSORBS THEM INTO ITSELF -~ SERUICING
ONE-TIME SOCIAL PARIAHS INTO BECOMING JUST ANOTHER PEMOGRAFHIC FOR ITS COMMODITIES!"

THERE 7|
SITUATION O
21T CENTURY PR
|6 NO DIFFERENT]
EUROPEAN Fj

WORKERS



NOT CUCTILE!
ONG WHO FANCY
ARY=-"

POST-
ONIALISM (S
KNOCK YOU ON
PASTY WHITE
JALIST A58,
RACKER!

8!

4 A
-
UCING

(23

FOR CAPITALISM

|5 NOT FUNDAMENTALLY

WHITE -- OR STRAIGHT -~
OR MALE!

»

!('.

IT HAS NO QUALMS
ABOUT “"EMBRACING" ANY
IDEOLOGY, 60 LONG AS
TS OWN EXISTENCE 1S

%
~-THEY'LL JUST
MOVE JOBS OVERSEAS
IN ORDER TO FIND
/A NEW VICTIMS!

PERPETLATED] . :
o,
- THOUGH oy
) AND IF THE ‘ (
/ BOURGEQISIE CANNOT AL arTeeer ‘.I a
[ P EXPLOIT THEIR OWN LABOR MOVEMENT ’
—
CONTRYMEN FOR ) WITH REFORMS LIKE @@

MINIMUM WAGE...

L THE VAST =
MAJORITY OF THE

COMMODITIES PRODUCED
FOR YOUR “LIBERAL" (&
_ REPLBLICS... ?"(6#‘
B - ,

PRODLICED
FAR FROM THE
MALLS AND sUBLIRBS
WHERE THEY'RE

soLD!

WAGES MEASURED
IN PENN/IES--UNSAFE
CONDITIONS--INADEQUATE HEALTH CARE
AND EDUCATION--NO HOPE FOR
SOCIAL ADVANCEMENT-~

THERE THE
SITUATION OF THE
215T CENTURY PROLETARIAT
16 NO DIFFERENT THAN THE
EUROPEAN FACTORY
WORKERS OF
MY DAY!

BUT WHEN
THE THIRD WORLD

STARTS DEMANDING
A | s RIGHTS -~
L o

" --AND THE
CAPITALISTS RUN
OUT OF PEOPLE

WILLING TO BE
EXPLOITED--

~~THEN THE
TRUE COMMUNIST
ERA WILL BEGIN!




"ONCE THE WORKERS SEIZE THE MEANS OF PRODUICTION, SURPLUS VALUE WILL BE ELIMINATED!
THE BASIS OF THE COMMUNIST ECONOMY I5:"

“From each according to his abilities, to each according to his needs.”

"WORKERS WILL NO LONGER FEEL AL/IENATED
BECAUISE THEY SHALL BENEFIT DIRECTLY FROM THE

BUT, LI,
MR, MARX, HUMAN
NATURE HAS ALWAYS

PROCESS OF PRODLICTION! CEEMED KIND OF ..

Y'KNOW, COMPETITIVE
TO ME... OBSESSED
WITH STATUS!

MAKING PROPUCTS

"THIS WILL END
COMMODITY
FETISHISM --
THE PRACTICE OF \\ !

MORE IMPORTANT
THAN PEOPLE!"

"HUMAN NATURE/"
PISU-TOSH! AREN'T YOU
A LITTLE OLD TO BELIEVE
IN FAIRY TALES,
FREDDY?

N/ PONT YOU THINK THAT

X

TO EXPECT HUMANS TO

74

SUPPRESS THEIR INNATE DIE,
URGE TO DOMINATE . [ TOOL OF THE

EACH OTHER TO FORM A |~ \OPPRESSORS
COMMUNIST UTOPIA " DIE? !

15 A LITTLE...

NO sUCH .
THING! THE MATERIAL
CONDITIONS OF OUR LIVES
DETERMINE THIS "HUMAN
NATURE", NOT THE OTHER
WAY AROUND!

e OF COURSE CAPITALISM

HAS PRODUCED A "HUMAN NATURE"
OBSESSED WITH STATUS AND COMPETITION!
THAT'S WHY THE FIRST STEP TOWARD

G ONY - COMMUNISM 16 TO GET RID OF
i THE CAPITALISTS!
e X
"l 1 /)ﬁ *

[ A
5= ‘ BOLURGEOIS

2% WHELPS!




THINK THAT
HUMANS TO
THEIR INNATE
POMINATE

2 TO FORM A
T UTOPIA
TTLE...

...
/STIC?

UCH
= MATERIAL
)F OUR LIVES

0UIND!

GRAB
SOME Sk,
BOLURGEOIS

WHELPS!

B-BUT
WHY ARE YOU
ROUNDING

TEACHING CLASSIC
MARXIST TROPES IN
FILM NOIR!

N\ S\ N\ R e L
o

I--1 DON'T %
KNOW WHAT CAME
OVER ME.,.THAT GLY
WAs JUST,,.TOO
ANNOYING TO

LIVE!

77

\ AN

& THAT'S
4 MY BOY! “IF

*: ACTUAL QUOTE!

WHAT THESE TENURED
\ WOULD-BE RADICALS PERPETUALLY

FAIL TO UNDERSTAND IS THAT CONSTANTLY
TELLING PEOPLE OVER AND OVER AGAIN THAT
THEY'RE OPPRESSED |15 NOT THE SAME
THING AST lﬁéﬁfﬁAT/MG

THE REVOLUTION
WILL NOT COME
ABOUT IN THE LECTURE
HALLS OF UNIVERSITIES
OR ACROSS THE INTERNET
OR IN THE PAGES
OF BOOKS ... _

VIiYeXs 739

XKLL LREK

1




'THE WRITER MAY VERY
WELL SERVE A MOVEMENT OF HISTORY
AS ITS MOUTHPIECE, BUT HE CANNOT OF
COURGE CREATE IT."

ONLY
THE MASSES
CAN LIBERATE
THE MASSES!

SOUNDS
LIKE A PRETTY
TALL ORPER,

MR, MARX!

ARE NO LESS TRAPPED BY THEIR
CHATTEL OF PRE-CAPITALIST ERAS!"

"THEIR PAY IS
KEPT AS LOW
AS POSSIBLE
(TO MAXIMIZE
SURPLUS VALUE),
60 THEY CAN ONLY
AFFORD WHAT THEY
NEED TO sURvVive--"

'S0 IT /5, FREODY! WAGE-SLAVES & A S S
MATERIAL CONDITIONS THAN THE R é) ¢

R\

*--AND PRODUCE MORE LABORERS
FOR CAPITALIST EXPLOITATION! (EVER
NOTICE HOW THE POORER AND LESS
EDUCATED A FAMLLY I8, THE
MORE KIDPS T PUMPS OUT?)"

E
NECESSITIES
OF LIFE MUST
REMAIN CHEAP AND
PLENTIFUL €0
WORKERS CAN
BLY THEM EVEN
WITH THEIR
PITIFUL WAGES..."

|\ 77 77 77
puatht 7
R gL THAT'S WHY WhY,
GWM" MILK |5 CHEAPER 4 SURE--SHE'S .
. THAN GOLD! : RICHT OVER
= O N THERE!
. I ! e
YOU NEVER

= YOU THINK,
FREDDY?

e

12

WORKED IN
A BANK!

MENTIONED SHE

ENDINGS OF[N
THE WORLD!
UNITE!




