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To the Industrial Workers of the World, 

Past, Present and Future— 

For another Century of Rebellion! 

In 1989 I had the bright idea that a historical/graphic 

approach to the IWW's 2005 100th anniversary would 

be a unique way to tell the story. Growing up in a 

New York City construction-trade household, the idea 

of industrial unionism came to me with my mother’s 

milk. As the biggest rebel who ever put on a pair of 

shoes, coming of age in the 1960s, it was inevitable that 

I would discover the IWW. 

Dedicated to my grandfather Peter Kucewicz, draft 

resister to the Czar’s army, and to my father who taught 

me that the owning class and the working class have 

nothing in common. 

We never forget! 

GEORGE KUCEWICZ 



Sue C
oe 
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Emma Goldman, labeled "Anarchist" 

on mug shots, maybe never uttered 

her famous quote: "If I can't dance, 

I don't want your revolution1" 

But she did declare 

her right to free love: 

Isadora Duncan 

danced its anthem. 

Barefoot and uncorseted, 

she wrought ecstatic havoc 

from the classical Greece 

of her mind to the salons 

of Greenwich Village. 

Margaret Sanger followed Emma's lead, 

and was jailed for her "obscene" 

pamphlets on contraception. 

Ladylike Mrs. Sanger 

took lover after lover 

and urged her doting 

husband to do likewise 

Toughened up by early years of factory work, 

she conceived the economics of birth control'. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The Industrial Workers of the World—according to its members and devotees the 

“Greatest Thing On Earth,” but according to employers and labor’s conservatives a 

menace to society—is exactly a century old in 2005. How could a movement that 

in rts best years averaged a hundred thousand members have brought together; for 

a time, the poorest and most downtrodden working people from every race and 

group, and written some of the most moving and funniest songs mocking the rich 

exploiters and their willing slaves? Why would American poets, novelists, and radicals 

from John Dos Passos and Gary Snyder to Noam Chomsky (whose father was a 

Wobbly) continue to invoke “the Wobblies” when the memory of most unions is 

utterly gone from personal or family recollection?These are good questions, all right. 

The legends of the Wobbly are not so different, in some ways, from the legends of 

other bigger-than-life characters, like that of Johnny Appleseed (the real-life John 
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Chapman, who walked the frontier barefoot, preaching peace and planting apple 

seeds), or John Henry (the folk-mythical African-American who beat the steam 

engine and died in the process), or Paul Bunyon (the bigger-than-life logger, invented 

for advertising purposes by a timber company) among others. But the Wobs are very 

different in other ways. 

The Wobbly, male or female, Asian or Occidental, black, brown, red or white, 

was only an ordinary human being in physique. He or she was different above all 

because of a "message” that was explained, preached, and sung around the camp 

fires of'bindle stiffs” (agricultural workers carrying bags or "bindles”) and "timber 

wolves” (lumber workers); at the "mess” or commissary of hard-rock miners and 

seamen; on the streets of mill villages but also in the social halls of Finnish-American, 

Hungarian or Russian immigrants; across the borders in Canada and Mexico by men 

and women who moved from one job to another; and, for a while, even in the 

parlors of Greenwich Village. Their story was collaborative, collective, not reliant on 

any one hero or heroine—as heroic (or tragic) as individual Wobblies' lives might be. 

The Wobblies were also unique in creating the real-life legend of"hobohemia,” a 

word that does not even exist among today’s homeless, rootless, impoverished 

wanderers. Try to imagine a "hobo university” (in Chicago), or hobo travel etiquette 

(in order to ride in a boxcar across large regions of the Plains States, you needed to 

show your-IWW red card), or Chicago’s "Bughouse Square” with its free-speech 

zone for anyone willing to stand up on a soapbox and face an audience demanding 

a lively, convincing presentation. These are images from a lost age; or are they? 

This book looks at the Wobblies in many different ways. But perhaps the most 

important of these is the vision of plain folk running society for their own benefit— 

without bosses, without politicians, without a coercive State, Army, Navy, Air Force 

or Marines. But also without hatred and suspicion of "foreigners,” or the frequently 

all-encompassing guilt that because we are rich, someone wants to take our riches 
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away from us. The belief in freedom and internationalism makes the Wobblies just 

about the most American ideal possible, and got them arrested and sent to prison 

for long sentences during the First World War—by an acclaimed liberal Democratic 

administration. Not really because they told anyone to resist that pointless and brutal 

war but because their ideas, their very existence, represented a threat to the big 

men who wanted war 

That way of looking at freedom makes the IWW seem like a lot more than a 

labor organization, or bigger than all the other labor organizations combined. It looks, 

for instance, like the grassroots of the ecological/environmental movement. It looks 

like the Mexicans and Americans who welcomed the Zapatistas taking back the land 

that had been stolen from their people. It looks like every antiwar movement. It even 

looks a little like the world John Lennon summed up in the song "Imagine": no distant 

god, no country, just us humans, all of us, and our world. 

It also looks—a lot more than anyone would have suspected, thirty or forty years 

ago—like the submerged and rapidly submerging America of today. The world of the 

Wobs was made up of immigrant workers without steady employment, health plans, 

social security or drug benefits (like the future that Republicans and many a Democrat 

envision), without any responsibility on the part of the filthy rich for the growing 

class of poor—so much like the society around us today. The world of the Wobblies 

was one realized in its best moments by solidarity across race, ethnic, gender and 

nationality lines. The Wobbly world and promise was wrecked, finally, by the eager 

collaboration of corporate business and the military, liberals and conservatives, all of 

them committed firmly to Empire. Will the same thing or something like it happen, 

as the empire slides into crisis again? Only time will tell. But what the Wobs did was 

to hold up an alternative, the alternative we need now more than ever 



WHY “WOBBLIES”? 

^Dne of the most interesting and never-to-be-resolved questions about the IWW 

is how they acquired their moniker We know that it took hold popularly in 1914, 

with the first line of a song, “I knew he was a Wobbly by the button that he wore.” 

IWW members ever after repeated what little they had heard, or they invented new 

bits of folklore that might explain how a word that had meant to quiver or tremble 

became a term for a romantic rebel, male or female. 

During the Wheatland, California strike of 6000 impoverished hop pickers in 1913, 

a strike leader (Herman "Hook Nose” Suhr soon to be arrested and indicted) sent 

out a telegram saying “Send all speakers and wobblies possible.” In the subsequent trial 

of Suhr and fellow organizer Richard “Blackie” Ford, a defense attorney asked an IWW 

publicist what it meant and was told that'Wobbly” was used “generally in the working 

class to designate IWW.” Subsequent publicity prompted the song“Overalls and Snuff” 
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by an anonymous lyricist, identifying the Wobbly as an old-time hop picker with "his 

blankets on his back.” The 1914 edition of the Little Red Song Book carried the lyrics. 

During the next harvest season, in 1915, IWW poet-songster Richard Brazier used 

the word "Wob” to describe the old-timer, and in 1915, poet Ralph Chaplin 

announced in "Harvest Song": "The earth is on the button that we wobblies wear/We’ll 

turn the sab cat loose or get our share," effectively combining various symbols. 

But where did the word actually come from? Was it that "Eye-Double-You- 

Double-You,” once coined, had a nice ring to it; or could it have derived from the 

wobbling walk ofWobbly hobos with too much to drink (or just workers on the job 

with too much to carry on their backs)? Or more indirectly, from erotic references 

especially rich in African-American musical slang (“Wobble It a Little, Daddy,” by 

Lillian Glinn, or another phrase, "You wiggle and you wobble, you move it around"), 

a possibility furthered by the conservatives’ description of radical socialists as acting 

like uncivilized Africans? Or could it possibly have derived from international sources, 

traveling Australian workers (the IWW was especially popular in Australia) who were 

called “wallabies,” thus translated to "wobbly”? Or is the answer perhaps in the all- 

time favorite anecdote, the tale of the Chinese cook in a railroad building camp in 

Oregon around 1912 who had trouble pronouncing "double you” and whose usage 

was taken up in friendly fashion rather than racist derision? 

Whatever its origin, it was forever destined to be a comical word reflecting the 

IWW outlook on life. Wobblies weren’t ashamed of being "wobbly,” whether it was 

used as complaint against them being vulgar (or somehow connected with African- 

American culture) or unmacho, or anything else. Wobblies most loved, after the 

Communist Manifesto, the booklet by Marx's son-in-law Paul Lafargue: The Right To Be 

Lazy. It notably insisted that the true happiness of pre-civilization had been in leisure, 

a leisure destined to return when capitalism and class society had vanished once again. 

There would be plenty of time to wobble then. 





ONE 

EARLY DAYS 

No one can say exactly where the inspiration for the Industrial Workers of the 

World came from. The origins are too numerous both in the US and abroad, and 

over the twenty or forty years prior to 1905 and the consolidation of industrialization 

(with immigrants making up most of the workers in the new US factories). But the 

idea of "Solidarity'' is so old and so basic that it was known centuries or even millennia 

earlier The vision of the romantic rebel or footloose hobo wanderer was a little more 

recent, dating popularly to the eighteenth or nineteenth century, the response of a 

free spirit to a society that seemed ever more complex and restrictive. 

A considerable number ofWobblies were at least part Indian, and decades after 

the near-collapse of the IWW, the "old Wobblies" on ships or in lumber camps were 

often the same men. One of the chief inspirations of socialism’s "Founding Fathers," 

Karl Mao< and Friedrich Engels, in their later years, was the American anthropologist 
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Lewis Henry Morgan. After intensive ethnographic investigations, Morgan claimed to 

have discovered among Indians the original “communistic" society of extended 

families and tribes sharing their possessions instead of accumulating private property, 

and living in nature as harmoniously as they could. The vision of what was called the 

“Golden Day"—primitive communism before the rise of ruling classes, established 

churches, armies, and empires—was also widespread among European working 

classes by time of the rise of modern industrialism. The medieval revolt of European 

villagers and peasants against Church and Crown created communistic societies of 

sharing that lasted for weeks or months before being drowned in an ocean of blood 

by invading soldiers. 

These movements left behind memories that fed the dreamers, artists, poets, and 

philosophers alike, for many generations to come. The mystic Belgian painter 

Hieronymus Bosch drew murals of a utopian society of (naked) people living in nature 

with each other and the animals until the armies and priests set upon them. The 

shoemaker-philosopher Jakob Boehme later described the tree of life that had fed 

all freely until the merchant had taken over the tree. William Blake, the great British 

poet-engraver of the 1790s-181 Os, pointed to "Satan's Dark Mills" as the plague of 

modern exploitation, and the return of freedom as the realization of all human (and 

divine) dreams. In the US, Utopians like the Shakers had founded cooperative villages, 

living without property or harm to nature (also without sex), in hopes of setting an 

example. New settlements sprung up at the end of the nineteenth century, mostly 

in response to the utopian novel by newspaperman Edward Bellamy, Looking 

Backward (1888), one of the best-selling books of the century. 

But there were other sources less literary and less distant. After the Civil War; 

massive industry grew up faster than anyone could have imagined, with previously 

unthinkable wealth accruing to the bankers but with millions of desperately poor 

working people, employed at low wages or unemployed in the frequent economic 
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recessions. The first nationwide railroad strike took place in 1877, shutting down lines 

across the whole Eastern United States; troops fired on strikers and rioters who 

opened freight cars for food. The city of St. Louis was controlled, for a week, by 

socialists who kept the strike going and who themselves organized deliveries of 

needed food and public services. It was the first time that virtually a whole US city 

went on strike and began to reorganize its social relations from the inside. 

The earliest mass movement for an eight-hour workday, during 1885-86, 

highlighted the different roles of two kinds of labor movements. The American 

Federation of Labor, founded in 1883, sought to organize skilled workers (almost 

entirely white and male) only, for their self-protection and advancement. It charged 

high "initiation" fees for new members as a way to limit membership, and frequently 

invited only the sons or other relatives of existing members to join organized trades. 

The Knights of Labor founded in 1869 as a secret society, invited all (except Chinese) 

to join, enrolled thousands of African-American workers and in some places a 

majority of women workers of an industry, and promised to roll back the "wage 

system" in favor of some more cooperative social order 

The radical challenge to society, culminating in strikes across the nation on May 

Day, 1886, ended in tragedy. In Chicago, following days of police brutality towards 

strikers, a rally in the city's Haymarket district heard its last speaker and proceeded 

to disperse when a bomb was thrown at police. Eight well-known anarchists were 

arrested and put on trial, convicted for "conspiracy"—not because any proof could 

be offered of their involvement in the bombing but because of their revolutionary 

ideas. Police swept through the headquarters of socialist groups (mostly German- 

Americans) across the country, broke up social halls, destroyed the equipment of 

socialistic newspapers, and initiated the first "Red Scare,” more than thirty years 

before Bolsheviks took power in Russia. The Knights of Labor were destroyed, while 

the rival AFL survived. 
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In the years between the railroad strike and the 1886 repression, the Chicago 

anarchists (they called themselves “Social Revolutionists’’) were probably the most 

Wobbly-like of any American labor organization. They held giant parades and picnics 

with red flags and dance music in the warm weather; and mocked the rich people 

in giant demonstrations at Thanksgiving. They prepared themselves, in marching 

societies, to fight the ruling class with weapons if necessary. They also opened 

revolutionary schools for children, read (and wrote) poetry, created their own 

theater of radical plays, and published vivid newspapers with lots of illustrations. 

Some say that after the strike wave was crushed, their hope died and many 

committed suicide. This last detail cannot be confirmed but has a ring of truth. 

The 1890s saw the worst depression in American history. Millions went hungry, 

and tens of thousands living in miserable tenements, their resistance weakened, were 

stricken with tuberculosis. Alcoholism soared. With so many workers desperate for 

jobs, employers drastically reduced wages and sought to wipe out the existing unions. 

Violent battles broke out, like that involving the highly skilled steelworkers of 

Homestead, Pennsylvania, who fought a small war with the Carnegie corporation. 

(Anarchist Alexander Berkman, Emma Goldman’s lover; attempted, without success, 

to assassinate Henry Clay Frick, the Chairman of Carnegie Steel.) But the two most 

important labor battles of the time made the birth of the IWW both more possible, 

and more necessary. 

The first, and largest, single show of solidarity in American labor to that point 

was the Pullman Strike. Its champion, and everyone’s favorite radical until his death 

in 1926, was Eugene Victor Debs, a leader of the highly-restricted Brotherhood of 

Locomotive Firemen, from Terra Haute, Indiana. Named for European radical 

novelists Eugene Sue and Victor Hugo, young Gene Debs was a Democrat and a 

promising personality in the AFL. After seeing his union lose strike after strike, he led 

the formation of a new, all-inclusive body, the American Railway Union. Not long 
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after its founding, it was faced with a dilemma: to support the builders of the 

ostentatious Pullman Cars, made in a factory town just outside Chicago, or to ignore 

the plight of these factory workers, and lose the vision of solidarity. Debs chose strike, 

and railway lines closed again, almost entirely west of the Mississippi. Unlike 1877, 

this was a peaceful strike, but also unlike 1877, the President declared a national 

emergency and sent in federal troops. Debs, arrested and sent to the Woodstock, 

Illinois jail, was said to have read the Communist Manifesto in his cell and become a 

lifelong socialist. He was also a revered working-class leader 

The second event was actually a series of strikes by the hard-rock miners of the 

West. The Western Federation of Miners, tough men who worked underground, 

risking their lives daily, learned quickly that their employers intended to have no unions 

at all. Armed battles broke out in the 1890s, with carbines, dynamite, and plenty of 

fighting, and with the law almost entirely on the side of the mine owners. The miners 

also learned that the American Federation of Labor, whose leaders had ridiculed 

Eugene Debs’ railwaymen for abandoning the craft lines of organization, had no 

interest in defending the miners. What Wobblies would call the "American 

Separation of Labor" insisted upon what was called “craft autonomy” in which 

negotiations were entirely separate for each type of job, and workers in one part 

of a business had no reason to strike with workers in another part of the business. 

Something better was needed. The “Continental Congress of the Working Class" is 

how William "Big Bill” Haywood described the meeting in Chicago, June, 1905, with 

hundreds of delegates and some of the biggest names in American radicalism on 

hand. It was that, but it might also be described as the something more that was 

needed. Just prior to the convention, socialist editor Daniel DeLeon had articulated 

the vision of a stage in human evolution, going beyond the political State to a future 

global commonwealth of cooperative labor Drawing upon Lewis Henry Morgan’s 

studies of American Indians, DeLeon declared that collective, cooperative societies 
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had been the basis of civilization; out of their break-up, fostered by the rise in 

productive possibilities (better tools, trade, and so on) arose the monarchy, the 

military, and the oppression of ordinary people. After many centuries (and peasant 

revolts), an industrial working class emerged. In the industrially advanced United 

States, the working class had been prepared ready to assume control of society and 

to replace "politics’’ and the "State” with a government of direct rule. As Mar* had 

pointed out about the Paris Commune (and Lenin would repeat for the Soviets), 

the existing government apparatus could not be infiltrated and taken over piece¬ 

meal; it had to be dissolved and replaced by a truly democratic, modern form of 

government. 

At the convention, held in Brand’s Hall in Chicago’s north side opening on June 

27, 1905, the one-eyed William D. "Big Bill” Haywood called the meeting to order 

Within the next few days, ordinary delegates expressed fundamental, practical ideas 

about the labor movement, emphasizing that labor needed solidarity in practice not 

in words. The American Federation of Labor’s craft unionism was not only out of date 

(organized for an earlier period of industrial labor) but ineffective, exclusionary and 

unfairtothe masses of industrial workers. As usual, aWob song (called "The General 

Strike”) explained the logic best: 

"Now we have no fight with the members of the old AF of L 

But we ask you use your reason for the facts we have to tell 

Your craft is but protection for a form of property 

And your skill is the property you're losing, don't you see? 

Improvements on machinery take tools and trade away 

And you’ll be among the common slaves some fateful day 

And the things of which we're telling we're mighty sure about 

O, what's the use to strike when you can’t win out?” 
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This was a somewhat oversimplified view, as it turned out: Craft unions persisted, 

usually because their members became supervisory. They were the "aristocrats of 

labor" and their exclusionary union structures remained paramount until the rise of 

the Congress of Industrial Organizations (CIO) in the 1930s, and broadly influential 

long afterward—most often as a conservative and frequently racist force allied 

with labor's avid Cold Warriors. (The thuggish George Meany, a plumber and first 

president of the AFL-CIO, was himself the perfect example of unionism gone rotten.) 

But the general idea was true in the main, and true even more so as a revolutionary, 

emancipatory doctrine still unrealized today. Industrial unions were to be the building 

block for the future cooperative society. By joining an industrial union, workers 

prepared themselves to take over society directly. Working people who understood 

their own power had the capacity to act upon their fundamental right to expropriate 

and share with other workers across the world everything that they collectively 

produced. 

For the IWW, then, the familiar problem of the socialist movement being notori¬ 

ously small in the US could be solved in a new way. "Educating" workers into 

becoming socialists, through newspapers, speeches and election campaigns, was too 

passive and not very successful. Workers needed to educate themselves, in and 

through their own actions and self-organization. At the founding convention, among 

seventy delegates nominally representing 50,000 members, two of the delegates, 

from the Western Federation of Labor and the amorphous American Labor Union, 

actually represented 40,000 of those members. Contrary to hopes that craft 

unionists could convert their structures into industrial unions, few craft union locals 

were represented as such, and many delegates actually represented only themselves. 

The high points were, then, the statement of principles beginning: "The working 

class and the employing class have nothing in common," and the memorable solilo¬ 

quies on the floor of the convention. Thus Lucy Parsons, already renowned for her 
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defense of her husband after the Ha/market Incident in 1886, and a “personality” 

as an African-American revolutionary in Chicago, famously spoke for the most lowly 

women driven to prostitution, but also spoke of workers’ capacity, arguing: “My 

conception of the strike of the future is not to strike and go out and starve, but to 

strike and remain in and take possession of the necessary property of production.” 

In this way, the veteran of nineteenth-century class, race, and gender struggles 

predicted the sit-down strike of the future, first with the factory and then, in later 

generations, in the student takeover of classrooms and even presidential offices, to 

protest the brutal war on Vietnam. 
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r5)ANI£L DELEON, THE "ARISTOCRAT iNPA&S*. WHO 

^AT COLOMBIA BECAME THE FIRST US PROFESSOR TO 

TEACH ANTI-IMPERIALISM; A f IERCELY ideological 
SOCIALIST LEADER AND EDITOR OF SOCIALIST PAPER 
"The people'- He has often been at opps with debs. 
BUT 5HAEIN£r STM£T?M£ TO PAT EACH SP&fccS IN RE¬ 
CONCILIATION WITH THE OTWER TOWARDS THE COMMON 
goal.. 

DURING My WHOLE ACTIVITY IN THE LABOR 
f MOVEHEMTI HAVE HAP 8UT0NE FOE - AND I THINK | 
l THAT MY WORST ENEMY WILL NOT PENT MY STAT£- 

ment-andthatfoe IS THE CAPITALISTOAFS. 

1 CAM IMAGINE NOTHING MORE WEAK, 
rnOR£ ?\T| ABLE.THANTO ASPIRE ATAN IDEAL THAT 

, IS UNREALIZABLE. I HAVE OVERHAPOPMY POSITION 

AGAIN AHP AGAIN ANSWERING IHISGUESTON.—rHIS 1 
PROBLEM THAT YOU HAVE UNDERTAKEN, IS IT A 

PROBLEM THAT IS 
SOLVABLE?" 

Ml 

ANOI HAVE 
CONCLUDED THAT 

vr »s. 

TLUCY fARSONS,UNOETERA&LE WRITER, PUBLISHER 
ljAND ORATOR FOR JUSTICE AND EQUALITY; THE ONLY f 
WOMAN 0FC0L0R AT THE awVEMTlON. 

we,THE WOMEN OF THIS COUNTRY, 
HAVE NO BALLOT, AND YOU MEN HAVE MADE 
SUCH A MESS OF IT IN REPRESENTING US 
THAT U6 HAVE NOT MUCH CONFIDENCE. 

IN ASKING YOU. 

WHEN YOU GO OUT 
OF THIS HAU. THERE 

COMES SOLID WORK. 
ORGANIZED CAPITAL 

HAS MANY WEAPONS 
TO FIGHT US. 

ft HAS MONEY, 
LEGISLATIVE TOOLS, 

ITS JUDICIARY, ITS 
rARMY AND NAVY, ITS GUNS,I 

its ARMORIES, Finally 

IT HAS THE GALLOWS. 
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THE CAPITALIST CLASS 
MAY MONKEY UITH THE BALLOTAU. THEY LIKE,' 

BUT A MAN CAN MONKEY WITH A THERMOMETER I 
WITHOUT EVER CHANGING TH£ TEMPERATURE.. 
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WOMCH ARE THE SLAVES 0F5LAVES, EXPLOITED 
MORE RUTHLESSLYTHAN MEN. ANP IF THERE IS 
anything You mem should do in the future 

IT IS TO ORGANIZE THE WOMEN. 

VJE CALL OUR¬ 

SELVES REVOLUTIONISTS. 
DO YOU KNOW WHAT 

the capitalists mean 
TO DO TO you 

REVOLUTIONISTS? 



, X AM Mor 
here to cause any 

' PISCOURAGEMENTBUT 
I 5IMPLYTO ENCOURAGE 

YOU TO 60 OH IN 
.YOORGRANP WORK. 

, NATURE HAS PLACED 
INTHIS EARTH ALL THAT 
15 NECESSARV TO MAKE MEN 
AND WOMEN HAPPY.THERE (5 

JUSTONETH/NC UE LACK-THE 
INTELLIfENCE TO TAKE POSSESSION/ 
OF THAT WHICH WE HAVE 

PRODUCED. 
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RESOLUTION IS ADOPTED AGAINST 
militarism ... 

"WHEREAS TH6 PRESENTR3RM OP^ 
CAPITALISM IS INCREASING ORGANIZED 
VIOLENCE TO PERPETUATE THE SPIRIT 

_OF PCSPOTISM- 

'ANP WHEREAS 
THE RESULT OP THIS 
SPIRITWILL 6€ THE 

FURTHER PEGRAQATION 
OF TH€ WORKING-CLASS-, 

T?ATH&R THOMAS J. HAGERTT, A SUSPENDED 
IT SOT NOT UNFROCKED CATHOLIC PRIEST AND 
Outspoken revolutionary socialist, presents 
THE'IWW CONSTITUTIONAL PREAMBLE : 

‘ THE WORKING CLASS AMP THE 
EMPLOYm CLASS HAYS NtTH/NG /M COMMON. 

k> 

I BELIEVE ANP X HOPE THAT THE MEN 
AND WOMEN WHO Q3NSTITUJEA COHOC/iTlON 
LVK£ THIS CAN COME TOGETHER AND 

ORGANIZE THAT INTELLIGENCE. > 

CE 

&TWEENTHE.SE 
TWO CLASSES A STRUGGLE 

MOST GO ON UNTIL ALL THE TOILERS 
COME TOGETHER ON THE POLITICAL AS 
WELL AS OAJ THE IHOUSTHIAL FICLP, ANP 
TAKE AND HOLD THAT WHICH THEY 
PRODUCE BY THEM LP&OR, THN306H 
AN ECONOMIC Cf&AMATtON OF TH€ 
WORKING CLASS WITHOUT AFFILIATION 

With any pouticalparty... 

"'THEREFORE 
BE IT RESOLVED 

THAT WE CONDEMN 
militarism in all 

ITS FORMS AMD 
FUNCTIONS.,.*, 

"'THERE CAN BE NO PEACE SO LONG As 
HUNGER AND WANTARE FOUND AMONG- 

MILLIONS OF WORKING PEOPLE AND THE 
PEW, WHO MAKE UP THd EMPLOYING CLASS, i 
HAVE ALL THE GOOD THINGS OF LIFE. 

p v« 

2! 
®fflL?HE RAPID GATHERING OF WEALTH ANP THE CENTERING OF THE MANAGEMENT OF INDUSTRIES INTO fEWER ANP FEWER HANDS' MAKE THE TRADES UNION 
UNABLE TO COPE WITH THE EVER-GROWlNGPoWEROF THE EMPLOYING CLASS,g£CAU5e THE TRAPES' UNIONS FOSTER A STATE OF THINGS WHICH ALLOWS ONE SET 
OF WORKERS TO BE PITTED AGAINST ANOTHER SET OF WORKERS IN THE SAME INDUSTRY, THEREBY HELPING DEFEAT ONE ANOTHER IN WAGE WARS THE 
TRADES UNIONS AID THE EMPLOV/NG CLASS TO MISLEAD THE WORKERS INTO THE BELIEF THAT THE WORKING CLASS HAVE INTERESTS IN COMMON WITH 

THEIR EMPLOYERS. Q« VH£Se SAP CONDITIONS CAN BE CHANGED ANp THE INTERESTS OF TH6 WORKING CLASS UPHELD ONLY BY AN ORGANIZATION 
FORMED IN 5UCH A WAY THAT ALL ITS MEMBERS IN ANY ONE INPUSTRY, OR IN ALL INDUSTRIES, IF NECESSARY, CEASE WORK WHENEVER A STRIKE 
OR LOCKOUT IS ON IN ANY DEPARTMENT THEREOF THUS MAKING AN INJURY TOOWEAN INJURY TO AUL-. _ ^ ^ 
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THE 
SLAVE 

OW/VERS 

vsy** 

•x-m.' c%: 

, KAO THE 
a avcc\ *OST POWERFUL. 

iLMycj>] lobby' IK/ WASHIA/GTO/V1' 
Politics. 

IRELAND WAS IN 
THE AUDST OF THE 
PAMIME. 

THE SLAVE 
LOBBY M 

PUSHED FOR 
LARGE scale 

TRI5H 
IMMIGRATION 
FOR/HWW& 

A*T 4A/D 
WRITI/V& BY 

-TOM KEOUGH 

PAY’E^ 
DOLLAR 

DAY AND 
THEY HAVE 

TO BU/THEVR 
OWN V-OODj 
c lctHES, & 

wo OSlNGr. 
IT COSTS 

US ALMOST 
A/otHIA/G? 



AMNES ARE. LOCATED \N 
/AOUSJTAINS , OFTE/V far FROM 
THE NEAPE5T CITIES OR TOW/VS 

MINERS WEED To 
UVE. //EAR the. MINES- 
the only PEOPLE WITH 
A\o/VEY to build HOUSES 
OR STORES A/EAR6Y ARE THE 
WEALTHY mine owners. 

/VOTHINGt BUT /MOUNTAINS FOR /HILES 

FOOD,CLOTH»NG A AID REIVT 
OFTEN COST /MORE THAN 
/MINERS GOT PAID. THE 
MORE THEY WORKED THE 
DEEPER IN DEBT THEV GOT. 
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IT WAS GENERALLY ONLY 

THE RICH /MINE OWNERS WHO 
HAD/MONEY TO PAY LOCAL 
JUDGES, SHERIFFS,GUARDS 
JAILERS, &PQUTICIANS 

AIR PRE5SURE 
AND POISON 
G-ASES MADE 
MEN SICK OR 
DEAD. 

BY the. LATE 
180O’S MINES 
HAD THOUSANDS 
OF CHILD LABORERS 

IN KENSINGTON, PA 1903 
75,000 COAL/Ml/VERS WENT 

ON STRIKE. OVER IQ.OOO WERE 
.ESS than twelve YEARS OLD. 
EVERYDAY LITTLE CHILDREN 

To UNION HEADQUARTERS. 
SO/IE WITH THEIR HANDS OFF. 50AE 
WITH THE THUMB MISS/NG, F/NOERSy 
OFF...” MOTHER JON 

MY GRANDMOTHER, HER DAD AW HER 
IH BROTHERSAND SISTERS WERE COAL 
/MINERS IN PENNSYLVANIA. HER/10/1 
WAS A MAID FOR THE BOSS. 



YOU STARTED 
IN THE/HINES 

WHEN you 
WERE 
YEARS OLD 

THE BOYS 
DUG-. 

GIRLS HAULED. 
GIRLS WERE- 
CHEAPER THA/V 

yMULE-S. 

WE ALMOST NEVER 
SAW Mr/MOTHER- 

SO, SHENEVER TAUGHT 
ME'’’WOMAN THINGS’*’' 

GRANDMA vv 
LASKO |j) 

lrrTHE FIRST TIME 
I GOT /MY PER\OD 
I THOUGHT I WAS 
dying/” 

rrWE USED TO 
SEE PEOPLE 

COME OUY OF 
THE MINES WITH 
BLOOD COMING 
OUT OF EVERY 
SINGLE 0PEN/N6 
ON THEIR. 
BOOI &s/ 

IT HAPPENED 
A LOT. ” 

THAT DAY I WAS TOO AFRAID 
TO Bt AFRAID OF THE GUARDS 

TO DIE IN /MY BE.D. 

IN THE IBOO’S TN 
THE U.S. THERE 
werethousands 
OF ATTEMPTS TO 
START A NO KEEP 
UN l OA/S^^-rpfc' 

THEY 
USUALLY 
FAILED. 

If^U/WEftt AS 
DESPERATE OR 
SERIOUS AS THE 

/HI/VB-F^S. 
/IIA/ElRS HAD 
/HORE "TO LOSE. 

AND voWHERE' ELSE 
JO TURN. 

L 

What willy 
you DO LF 

WE LOSE* 
our jogsZI 

I CANGzr 
'A JOS OYER 
iw brooklym) 

i NEW YORK CITY? 
BAKERS 
oa/ STRIKE- 

ONLY WHEN/Ml/MERS 
ORGANIZED AND FOUGHT 
BACK DID THEY GET ANY 
safety IMPROVEMENTS 
OR ANY RELIEF FR0A1 
CONSTANT HUNGER. 

IN THE 1800'S, THE MOST SUCCESSFUL UNION IN THE U.S. WAS THE /HOLLY A\AGUIRES -/MINERS IN 
PENNSYLVANIA. THEY FOUGHT FIERCE.LY,ONTIL SPIES FROA| THE PINKERTO/V DETECTIVE AGEA/CY 
INFILTRATED THE HIGHEST RANKS OF THE UAI/oNAND HELPED T^t GOVERNMENT EXECUTE THEM. 

EVEN 
OTHER 
PINKS 
FEARED _ 

MCPARIAND5 
temper 

MOLLY 
leader 

KEHO 

/Ac PAR LAND 
reportedly 
BOASTED OF 
CO/M/MITTWG V\ W 
/KURDE.RS 
AND OTHElR 
CFU/ME-S^, _ _ 

THE MoTuS/^AAAE-SVARLAMD THt MOLLIEypiNKERT0^ D^TECT,^£ 

o// OtJ Ei DA/ 

lo WERE HUN6 
together. 

THE PINKS GREW 
TO BE A HUGE 

UNION BUSTING 
BUSINESS 



/tHISv^S a huge BLOOD/STRIKE, 
but The Well organized /iners beat 
BACK THE OWA/ERS'HIRED THUGS 

THE OWNERS GOT 
PRESIDED HARRISON 
TO SEND IN THE ARMY 
TO BREAK1 THE STRIKE 

THIS CAUSED 
THE STRIKE 
TO FAIL. 

THE. MINERS 
MET TO ORGANIZE 
BETTER. THEY 
FORMED THE 
WESTEA/V 
F E. DE. RATIO H 

OF MINERS 

thewfm knew theymust 
BE STRONG LOCALLY BUT THEY 
COULD NOT WIN THEIR STRUGGLE. 
WITHOUT THE SUPPORT OF THE 
OTHER, POOR, DE.S'PERATE- FOLKS 
)M THE: AREA OP.OOU/UTFLY 

’WE NEED ONE BIG 
UNION. WE NEED 

TO STICK TOGETHER 
L F_ _^ 

THE MOST 
/AGGRESSIVE 
labor. Body 
IN THE U. s - 

18^6 THE WFM JO/>VE0 theafl. 
THEYSOO/V L-fcFT BE.CAUSETHE 
A F L WOULD HOT LET MOST WORKERS 
JOIN-M7T THE dWSKlLLJED OR 

—./VO/V WHITE PEOPLE. . 

TUE DO/V’T WAN" 

THE AFL WANTED THE"ELITE 
DF LABOR*7-SKILLED CRAFT3MEA/ 
WITH HARD TO FIND SKILUvMEN 
WHO COULDN’T EASILY BE. REPLACED. 

THE POOR WILLTAKE 
ALMOST ANY JOB 0. \ 

THE WFM TRIED TO START ANOTHER 
BIG UNION! THE WESTERN LABOR UN/O/Y, 
COVERING THE PACIFIC U.S- AND CANADA . , 

IT SAILED. THEY 1HEN 
TRIED TO BUILD A U.S. 
OPTION TO THE AFL, 
THE AMERICAN LABOR 
UNION. IT ALSO HAILED. 



13^A MAJOR WFM STRIKE 
AT THE BCWKER HILL COv IDAHO 

AUA/ERS HAD ALWAYS 
BEErN GIVEN DY/VWfITE 
TO BLAST ORE FROM 

THE MINERS WERE 

ALWAYS HUA/GRY 
HURT. OPPRESSED. 

A #250,000 
BUWKER HILL MILL 
WAS Dy/VAAITED. 

LABORS 

MAN 

A 
{JHIOH 

PRINTER 

THE GOVMOR 
BEGGED 

PRES.MCKINLEY 

Because the wfaa opposed 
3lGOTRY,/1cKWLEr ORDERED 
BLACK TROOPS AGAINST THEWFM. 

A BUCK AVAN 
^SHOULD BE TREATED 
THE SAME AS 
A WHITE MAN. 

^onJUST BARTy^ 
v IDAHO S &OVERA/OR 

TO SEND TROOPS 
To BREAK 
THE STRIKE. 

WHITE TROOPS WERE 
CLOSER. THE BUCK T ROOPS 

WBRE BROUGHT AT GREAT EXPENSE: 

/TIMERS 
WEPvE 

KILLED 

HUNDREDS 
JAILED 

£ BEATEN/ 

FAMILIES 
SUFFERS 

STEUA/ENBER6 MYSTERIOUSLY 
GOT YERY WEALTHY. HE RETIRED 
EARLY AND LIVED ON HIS HUGE 
SHEE-p RANCH... 

UNTIL DEC.30 H05 

STEUA/&N8LRG 
WAS DYNAMITED 
BY A Boo BY trap 
ON HIS RaWCH 



W THE US. NINES TH&Rt WERE 2 BIO LWJOV ORGANIST IONS, 
THE WF/M LED BY MEN LIKE 8IG BILL HAYWOOD AND 
THE UNITED MINE WORKERS LED DY JOHN MITCH ELL, 
OA/£ OF THE VICE PRESIDENTS OF THE AFL. MITCHELL 7/ 

STROVE TO be. 4 <yCONSERVATIVE- LWION/ST ,J 
HE OPPOSED A/e WORK FOR THE* 
/MOST /co/^MOA/ IA/TREST OF 
STRIKES. I CAPITAL AVP LABOR- 

Ht ENJOYED SOCIALIZING WITH POWERFUL 
politicians and Businessmen: teddy 
ROOSEVELT, ANDREW CARNEGIE ETC 

HAYWOOD'SDAD died 
WHEN HAYWOOD WAS 3. 

AT AGE NINE HE BECAME 
A AllA/ER.. 

HE LOST ONE EYE HIS 
FIRST YEAR. 
BECAUSE HE WAS A 
CHILD LABORER HE 
HAD NO FORMAL - 
schooling. //Mother Jones Begged aiitchell 

(tell i,Rt to GO TO "hell? 

Al ITCH ELL BECAME A VERY WEALTHY /V\N 

AFTER SETTLING ONE PENNSYLVANIA STRIKE 
HE RECEIVED A DIAMOND RING u/orth 

“ '.ooo FROM A NINE OWNER. 

HVGHEST PAID U/MW COAL A\INER 
fcTHt WHITE AEAI, MADE $3HO - 
&350 PER YEAR / 



LOA/G VIOLENT 

THE TOp'jUPGE OF 
COLORADO DECLARED 
"total martial LAW*’ 

/MINERS WERE 
DRAGGED FROM "BED 
BEATER JAILED or KILLED 

WFA str\Kse in Colorado 
THEIR WRriTOliN& US SOLDIERS BROKE l/VTO STORES AND I WTO 
KIDS WERE BEATEN THE HoMes ofmi/vers To DESTROY FOOD 

AND JAI LED TOO. TO FO RCE HUA16 E ROW THE FAMILIES 

THE STRIKERS 
STAYED UNITED 

\BUJ JOHA/MITCHELLSHIPPED THE WF/a RESPONDED BTCALLING FOR BUILD/NG- 
MFL MEMBERS TO WORK THE ONE BIG UNION TO J0//V THE ENTIRE WORKING 
AMAZES AS SCABS. CLASS TO OPPOSE THE EMPLOYERS CLASS AVD 

"LABOR FAKERS” SUCH AS THE A.EL. 

I ' /^WE tried todo this s 
L WiP7 7/ OOKSELVESAVD FAILED. 

r M 7% YJ WE-NEED TO WORK WITH 
fc/* / JHEBEST OF LABORS' LEADERS 

JAA/.2. IH05 IN A SECRET CHICAGO MEETING, 32. DELEGATES 
REPRESENTING 100,000 WORKERS MET TO BUILD THE INDUSTRIAL 
WORKERS OF THE. WORLD. 

HATWOOD WAS ELECTED CHAIR. Luc^ p4RSWS 

/Aoth&FR 
JONES 

Lo^& TIAaE- 
union organizer ( SOCIALIST 

the founding convention 
washeld in jua/e. 

A 



JANUARY \S06, THE PINKERTONS 
WHO HAD INFILTRATED THE 
M OLLY ACGUIRES, SET OUT TO 

FIND THE ASSASSIN DF tX GOVERNOR 
STEUAIEKIBtRG, IN ORDER TO 

GET A. 

#15,000 
REWARD 

JAMES 
Mrlawd 

ThE PINKS CAPTURED AND 
INTERROGATED A UNIO/VAVAN 
HARRY ORCHARD. 

ORCHARD CONFESSED TO Z6 /MURDERS. HE CLAIMED 
THAT 3 W.F.M. LEADERS ASKED HIM TO KILL 
STEUNENBER&. HE MAMED HAYWOOD CHARLES 
/MOYER AND GEORGE PETTI BOMB. 

IDAHO GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS 
TRAVELED TO THE GOVERNOR OF 

COLORADO TO ASK FOR EXTRADITION 

Iff, 

FEB. 17, IDAHO OFFICIALS BROKE INTO THE HOME OF PETTI BO/YE AND INTO BILL 
HAYWODD’5 BOARDINGHOUSE ROOM AVD KID/YAPPED THEM AT GUN POINT. 

ILT COLORADO DID 

DQQ'tf GRANT EXTRADITION 

/MOYER WAS KIDNAPPED AT 
A TRAIN) STATION/ 



THE BEST LEGAL TEAM IN 

THE COUNTRY WAS HIRED 
DEFENSE 

THERE WAS AW UPROAR OVER THE FACT 
THAT THE MEN HAD BEEN KIDNAPPED - A tv 
APPLICATION WAS MADE TO THE US. SUPREME 
COURT TOR A WRIT OF HABEAS CORPUS, IT WAS 
DENIED QtoJL. JUSTICE rtcKEMA DISSENTED, 

HEADED BY 
E.F.RICHARDSOA/ & 

INCLUDING CLARENCE DAKRQVV 

PRES. ROOSEVELT CALLED THE 
3 PRISONERS "UNDESIRAB LE 
CITIZENS^ SOON TENS OF 

THOUSANDS OF BUTTONS WERE 
SOLD AS FUND RAISERS. 



HAYWOOD TRIAL SET FOR MAY 9 ! 

OUK 3 BROTHERS IN IDAHO” - US EMBASSIES WERE. THREATENED AROUND THE GLOBE 

MAY H EVEN/NG. AND FOR MOST Of THE N/I&HT... 
I00,000 REOPLE blocked 
FIFTH AVE, NEW YORK C17Y. 

[WHILE 2. BLOCKS AWAY 
100,000 TOOK LEX-AVE 

LEXINGTON AVEAJ UE 
WAS LIT UP BY ROAV\N 
CAUDLES AN^GREEKFIRE 

DEBS 
PROPOSED LET EVERY VMDRKIM&/VW WHO HASA\ 

HEART W HIS BREAST MAKE A /MIGHT/ ' 
OATH THAT NOT A WHEEL SHALL TORN 

IN JHIS COUA/TRY FROM OCEAN 70 OCEAN 
UNTIL THE VERDICT IS SET ASIDE. LET US 
SHOW THE WORLD THAT THE WORKINGMEN 
OF AMERICA ARE N01 SO.,, DEVOID OF THE 
RED BLOOD OF COURAGE., THAT THEY WILL 

ALLOW ONE OF THEIR COMRADES TO SUFFER 
DEATH AT THE HANDS OFTHEIR E//&M 1ES 

HURRAH FOR THE ORE AT 
sVAT\ONAL GENERAL STRIKE/7 

S UDDENLY THE FORCES 
CALLING FOR CONVICTIONS 
BACKED DOWN/ 

THE TRIAL WAS MORE 
FAIR TUAN EXPECTED. 

RICHARDSON MADE 
A M HOUR STATEMENT 

DARRDW SPOKE IIHR-S 

BOTH SIDES RECOGNIZED 
A U.5. GENERAL STRIKE 
ASA REAL POSSIBILITY 

IN MIA//VG AREA'S 
'''"PERHAPS Tons of 
DYNAMITE WEAfc 
EXPLODED IN CELEBRATION 



THROUGHDUTTHE TRIAL 
UNIONS GREW. THE IWW 

GAINED OVER 10,000 

MEW MEMBERS. 

SOON MOYER AND 
PETTI BONE WERE 

FREE/ 

THE A/EWS COVERAGE OF 
THE CASE HAD EXPOSED 
THE BRUTALITY OF MINE 
OWA/ERS AND SHOWED 
that violent reactions 
FROH /ilNERS WERE 

.UNDfcRSTM/DABLE 

THE3/VEVER DENIED 
INVOLVEMENT IN THE 
CRIME OR IN ACTS OF 
VIOLENCE TO FI&HTBACK. 

IN GOLDFIELD A/EVADA IW 
THEIWW ORGANIZED /HI/VERS 
AND ALL OCCUPATIONS IN TOWN. 

SMARTER. AND STRONGER 
IWW ORGANIZING BEGAN 

m TOWN MINIMUM 
I WAGE LAW 

OHOUR 
O day.^ 

Jet ALL 

ms^iom 

IWW ORGANIZER 
VINCENTS! JOHN 
'''THE union WON) 
TOB CO/VTRsOL. 
THE IWW SECRETARY 
POSTED WAGE SCALE 

AND HOURS, AND IT 

WAS . 
LAW? 

THE EMPLOYERS WERE FORCED TO 
COME TO SEE THE UNION COMMITTEES 
NO COMMITTEES WERE EVER 
SENT TO EMPLOYERS. 

THE h\NEOWNER’S THUGS 
JUMPED ST.JOHN, LEAVING 
HIM TO DIE. HE A/EVER 
FULLY RECOVERED. 

liiiitiwiiiPwiUM 

DEC.6 R07 
3£ \ COAL 
/A lA/Eft^S 
KILLED 

vov 1707 
259 

/Al/VERS 
KILLED 

THE IWW 
GREW IN 
/AIN/ELS 

JANrDEC. I VO 
32.3 KILLED IN 
COLORADO MINES 

AAO/SfOUGAH 
WEST 

VIRGINIA 

SEPT IVl LUDLOW COLO. 
?,OCD MINERS STRIKE 
AT ROCKEFELLER’S 
MINES. EVICTED FROM 
Co^ramY TOWNS.THEY 
LIVED IN TENTS IN A 
BITTER WINTER . 
Rockefeller HIRED 

GUNMEN TO SHOOT AT 
MINERS CONTINUOUSLY. 
TREY BOUGHT A GUN , 
TR4T SHOT HOOROUNDS/ 

AMIN- APRIL 20 111 4— 
FAMILY MEMBERS AND 
MINERS ARE SHOT . 
BOMBED AND BURVEDALIVEl 



>4S WORLD WAR 1 HEATED UP, DEM AND FOR COAL, COPPER, IRON 
WEVT UP, PRICES SKYROCKETED. MORE JOBS, BUT LOW WAGES. 
\?I6 MINNESOTA, 7,000 /MIAIERS STRIKE IA/THE /AESABI IRON RANGE 
J^IWW'SEVT IA/ ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN, CARLO TRtSGA, JOE ETTER 
frank little. AND OTHERS. THETORGAAIZEDTHE ea/tiretdaile RANGC on STRIKE 

THEY WERE OA/ 
STRIKE. A&AWST 
JOHN /MITCHELL'S GOOD 
FRlEA/D AWDRE.W 

CARAJEGie • 

STRIKER JOHN ALAR 
WAS SHOTBYA 
SHE-FklFF 

ATM FUNERAL,AN 
"I WW" PHOTOGRAPHER 
ARR« HEW4SLATER 
REVEALED /AS A spr. 

WITH No WARRANT, 
COPS ENTERED A HOME 
OF H UNARMS MINERS 
wbeai m.momtH 
UNCONSCIOUS- 

MALE ORGANIZERS 
WERE THEN DEPORTED 
OUT OF THE STATE. 

A\ARY 
VORS& 

WAS SENT 
XN. 

WO/^EJJ 
x VOLUA/TEEKS 

ALSO 
WORKED 
vigorously 

TREMENDOUS WORK 
WAS DONE TO RAISE 
FUNDS FORTHESTRIKE 
AND THEPRISONERS 

THE HMEV INSIDE 
RUSHED THECOPS 

ACOFANDAm 
OUTSIDE WERE 
SHOT DEAD. 

IT WAS CO/WA/ IN STRIKES 
FDR OR6ANIZERSTO BE JAILED 
FORMUftDER,"lAICITIN&''oRAS 
"2CCES0RIES1 

AWm.A&OHOVICHMD 
HER BABY WERE IAI JAIL 
FOR MURDER. 

AlLW IN THE 
HOUSE, IWWH 
ORGANIZERS TRESCAV 
SCHMIDT SCARLETS STRIKERSl 

MEANWHILE AT THEIWW 
VINCENT ST. JOHN 
MANAGED THE OFF ICE 
AFTER BEING CRIPPLED 
\NNEVADA.HE HAD 
BEEN SHOT IN BOTH 
HANDS. HE HAD TOT. 
RETIRE, BUT H E. 
KNEW MORE THAN' 
ANYONE ABOUT 

THE. 1WW. 

ITHE COLD HUW 
/MINERS VOTED TO 
GO BACK TO WORK 

HEADQUARTERS IN CHICAGO... 
HAYWOOD THEN RAN THE OFFICE.THE IWW 
HAD BICr PROBLEMS FROM BEING 
DECENTRALIZED. HAYWOOD SET 

OUT TO CENTRALIZE THINGS. 
THE CHANGES CAUSED CONFUSION; 
HURT FEELINGS AND 

AN EASIER TARGET 
FOR THE FEDS. 

THE CHANGES MADE 
IT DIFFICULT FOR THE 
STRIKE SUPPORT 

m STATE OFFERED A HOKRIFTIN6 CHOICE FOR THE PRISO/VERS 
"BECAUSE THE STRIKE ENDED IF 3 OF THE 4M1NERS TLED GUILTY 
TO /MANSLAUGHTER THEY WOULD BE OUT IN 3 YEARS AND All OTHERS 
WOULD B& FREE IMMEDIATELY. 

FREEDOM 
DID COME 3 
YEARS LATER. 



1WW STRIKES W THE NEARBY 

CAYO/VA AND VEMILION RANGES 
WON A 10% RA\SE IMMEDIATELY 
AND AW S Hour day-ro START 
THE. A/EXT 

///■ 

MEANWHILE IN DOZENS OF/HINES IN PENNSYLVANIA, THE I WW 
ORGANIZED LOCALS AND WENTOUT ON STRIKE. TRE PENNSYLVANIA 

STATE CONSTABULARY HAD 
A 50 YEAR REPUTATION AS 
THE most anti-union POLICE 
FORCE//V THE U.S. THEY 

AAEANWHILE. INARIZO/VA’S MINING DISTRICT 
THE IWW ORGANIZING LED TO A JU/VE&JULY 

JENERAL STRIKE. SEVERAL AFL UNIONS JOINED. 

GOMPERS 
OPPOSED THIS 

SAFETY 
IGA/ORE D 

THE STRIKE WAS DECLARED 
'PRO GERMAAA11 

IN SPITE OF WAR RESTRICTIONS 
THE OWNERS STOCKPI LED ARMS 
AND AMMUNITION. 

EVERY MAN IV GLOBE AND MIAMI 
ARIZ. WAS FORCED TO JOIN A 
^LOYALTY LEAGUE?1 OR B E 
PUNISHED A5"PRO IW\A/. 

DAYS LAT£R,67 WOBBLIES WERE GRABBED 
AA/D SHIPPED //V CATTLE CARS TO 
CAUFORM/A 



W
7,

 

HIS STRIKE WAS 
/VEITHER. PRO GERMAN 
//OR SEDITIOUS, 
BUT SINCE. IWWS 
ARE DISLOYAL 
TO THE WAR EFFORT, 
IWW MEMBERS 
WILL BE EXCLUDED 

FROAI THE 
SETTLEMENT. 

COPPER MINES ARE \ 
^ "WAR PREMISES'! 

TROOPS WILLBE 
SENT TO ARREST 

ANYONE- ASSE/MBL1A/G 
WEAR THESE 

PREMISES'! 

IN BIS3EE,TR00P5 
STAYED UNTIL H20, 
2 YEARS AFTER THE 
WAR. THE MINE 
OWNERS GAVE THEM 

HOUSING AND DAILY 

REPORTS FRO/A 
PRIVATE DETECTIVES 



JUNE \Z,mi 1100 FEET BELOW GROUND 
1NAW ANACONDA COMPANYMINE IN BUTTE 
MONTANA-! 64 MINERS KILLED IN A EIRE. 

THE 1400/MIWERS AT THE 
MINE Went OUT ON STRIKE 
flFAMCom OBEYED' 

THE STATE SAFETY 
LAWS THOSE /MEA/ 
WOULD BE ALIVE.. 

THE/HEN IAITHE FIRE 
HAD BEEN TRAPPED IN 
A TUNNEL SEALED BY 
CONCRETE WHERE A 
STEEL DOOR WAS 
LEGALLY REQUIRED. 

THE 1WW 
STAR TED A LOCAL 

^w7 y' 
f THE MEN WRECKS 
rTHEIR HANDS TRYING 
TO CLAW THROUGH A WALL 

/PARTIAL LAW WAS 
DECLARED. US TROOPS 
WERE SENT 1A/. WOBS 
WERE AGAIA/ CALLED 
PRO GERMAN. 

THE STRIKERS HELD 
TOGETHER STRONGLY. 
THEY WANTED SAFETY 
HIGHER WAGES AND 

A CHANGE IN THE HIRING 
SYSTEM CALLED THE 

'■'RUSTLING CARD SYSTEM" 
WHICH WAS A SYSTEM OF 
BAUGROLWD CHECKS^BUCK- 
LISTIA/e. IFA MINER QUIT 
A JOB THE BACKGROUND CHECK 
BEGAN AGAW.THIS TOOK 
SEVERAL WEEKS. THIS WAS 
DONE TO PREVENT MINERS 
FROM QUITTING BECAUSE OF 
BAD WORK CONDITIONS. THE 
MINERS COULDA/DTAFFORD 
SEVERAL WEEKS OF NO PAY. 

NO MINE EYCEPT THE 
ELM ORLU COMPANY 
WOULD HIRE ANYONE 
WITHOUT AN APPROVED 
RUSTLING CARD. 

'tiTeRUSTLING- CARD^ 

IS COMPLETLY , 
U/V-AMERICAN/ 

ELM 
ORUU 

PRESIDENT 

AUG.I, IWW ORGANIZER 

FRANK LITTLE WAS 
DRAGGED FROM BED 

VITTLVS FUNERAL WAS ONE OF THE LARGEST THE 
STATE HAD EVER SEEN- ONE PAPER REPORTED 
2,5 IH- |N THE FUNERAL PARADE WHILE THOUSANDS 
LINED THE ROAD. 

DEC.-THESTRIKE EMDED 
WHEN THE WOKKEPS WON 
A SMALL RAISE. 

BUT THE ARM') 
STAYED UW7L \°\Z\ 



THE. ARAIX- LOCAL POLICE 4 PRIVATE 

ivvtv 

..TO INFILTRATE THE IWW AND MAKE SPEECHES 
THAT A RE SEDITIOUS AND DISLOYAL~TO GET THE 
ARMY TO ATTACK THE 1WVV. 

?/WTH$ LATER. 
SEPT. 13, 1918 THE 
1WW GOES ON STRIKE 
AGAINST ANACONDA - 

AND JAILED IH4-/MS. THE STRIKE ENDED IN APRIL 17EO vv/TH (fTHEMURDER OF ANACONDA HILL" 

AT THE NEVER SWEAT 
/11NE, GUARDS WITH RIFLES 

A wo machine guns were 
ordered to shoot a QUIET 

PICKET LI/VE. \4-VVoBBUES 
WOVNDE.D, ON£ KlUUED. 

U.S. ATTORNEY WHEELER 
AND A SPECIAL AGENT OF 
THE BUREAU OF 
REPORTED PUBLICLY. 

SOO/V AFTERWARDS, 
/MINE OWNER. 
W-A- CLARK'. 

DON'T 
BEJ-'EVE W 
L.Y//CHI/VG c>R 
L/IPLEA/CE. UNLESS 
IT 15 ABSOLUTELY ‘ 
ACCESSARY. m 

SEIZED UNION HALLS. A LOCAL NEWSPAPER ... 

CONFISCATE. 

all records^ 



THE (jQVLmm, mmS/\£N AND PINKERTON WORKED HARD TO CRUSH THE IW W. 
MANY woes, INCLUDING THE GREAT niNE ORGANIZER 
H4YWOOD, WERE. CHARGED WITH OVER IOOCRI/MES 
PER PEPSON. HAYWOOD AND OTHERS ESCAPED 
TO THE SOVIET UNION 

THE IWW WORKED 
harp TO ORGANIZE 
/miners. 

WITH MANY WOBS IMPRISON, 
CRIPPLED, BLACKLISTED,EVICTED, 
OR KILLED, IT WAS HARDER . 

QCT. ie.l9Z7.TH&IWW IN COLORADO ORGANIZED fvj 
A STRIKE AT EVERY COAL MIAIt W THE. STATE ? 

AfoV.2-\, I WW PICKETING MINERS WERE 
/MASSACRED IN COLUMBINE COLORADO. 

AFL UNIONS SUCH AS THE UMW 
WERE SEEN BY BUSINESSMEN 
AS BETTER THAN THE MILITANT 
I.W.W. ^TREAFL 

JUST . 
WANTS A 

EMPLOYERS PREFERRED THE 
"CONSERVATIVE" UNIONS 

’^\0P6>7v|EVu^v^2°f TH£ ^FL. 

XWVVs* 

-V r^BlGGER J 

cfeoo 1 

__.WORKS 
• /v\»TCWfcV-U D 

J- 

UIKte.| 
ID IE CAN 

ICONTROL 
THIS 

" UNION/. 

PINKERTONS HAD MORE WORK 
THAN THEY COULD HANDLE. IN 
THE 1920's OVER 200 MORE 
LABOR SPY AGENCIES OPENED. 

ecaiT 
control 
THIS i 

UNION * 

/'^2T‘ 

MANY DEDICATED WORKINGCLASS MILITANTS ACCEPTED 
THE GROWING COMMUNIST PARTY’S IDEA OF BUILDING THE 
8ESTUW0H BY WORKING WITHIN THE AFL. AFTER 
GAINING AUTHORITY,THEY COULD LEAD THE AFL TO A 
BETTER POLITICAL AGENDA. 

0OREFRCM 
WITHIN 

WILLI AAV Z.. 
foster* 

ELIZABETH 
GURLEY FLYNN 

'MINERS DON' 
Need 2_ 
UNIONS. , 

THEY SHOULD! 
ALLBfc UMW.] 

JO /N THE 
AFL. 

WE CAN 
CONTROL 
THIS „ 

O///ONL 

THE G OVERNMENT WORKED "TO 
CONTROL THE AFL WITH LAWS 

FIRST AND ARMED FORCE 
"IF/VEEDED** - 

r f*VE CAN 
CONTROL 
.this: 

WE CAN’ 
CONTROL^ 

THIS - 
governmeni 



Together they published the Waco Spectator, defending radical 

Reconstruction and demanding rights for all citizens. Albert 

called his movement a 'labor party' for nonwhites. 

Vigilante violence and terror prompt the couple, married in 1872, to leave 

for Chicago the next year. They have heard of a large working class 

RADICAL MOVEMENT IN THE MIDWEST METROPOLIS, SAFER FROM PRIVATE - 

AND GOVERNMENT - SPONSORED TERRORISM 

LUCY 
PARSONS 
(1853 — 19*12.) 
WRITTEN !Y PAUL BIIHLE 
ART BY FLY 

THE FIRST NATION-WIDE STRIKE WAS THE "UPRISING OF 1 877", DURING THE WORST 

DEPRESSION TO THAT DATE, WITH TENS OF THOUSANDS OF WORKERS STRIKING RAILROAD 

COMPANIES AND OTHER INDUSTRIES. ALBERT, BLACKLISTED AS A PRINTER, HAD BECOME 

AN ACTIVE SOCIALIST. The BLOODY SUPRESSION OF THE STRIKE SCATTERED THE 

SOCIALISTS AND MADE A DEEP IMPRESSION UPON HIM. 

Becoming leading figures of the new anarchist movement in Chicago, 

MOSTLY MADE UP OF IMMIGRANT GERMANS & BOHEMIANS, THE PARSONS 

WERE THE MOVEMENT'S "AMERICAN" FACE, WITH THE MOST IMPORTANT 

English-Language paper in the U.S. 

Described in a novel (Howard Fast, The American 

1946) as 'Wild and dark and beautiful, like those 

roses one finds growing in the woods, alone and 

splendid.' Lucy Parsons was active in every major 

LABOR DEFENSE CAUSE FOR MORE THAN A HALF CENTURY AFTER 

THE EARLY 1 880'S. 
Lucy Gaithings was anything but alone in her young 

days, with Mexican, Indian, and African American roots 

- POSSIBLY a FORMER SLAVE - SHE MET FORMER 

Confederate soldier from Alabama, Albert Parsons, a 

PRINTER FIVE YEARS OLDER THAN HER, AROUND 1870. 



Lucy Parsons addressing anarchist picnickers, 

(from Schaak) 

in 1884 Lucy Parsons saio: Lucy concentrated her effort on 

seamstresses, one of the worst paid of 

jobs for women, and on writing for 

The Alarm. 

3 days after the march and the explosion at Haymarket Square, 

Albert and 7 other anarchists were arrested and charged with 

responsibility because of their writings and speeches, not because 

any were directly implicated in the bomb-throwing. 

Lucy delivered 43 speeches in 17 states before the execution of albert and his comrades. 

Lucy would rigorously document the lives and the persecution of the 

Haymarket Martyrs for the rest of her life. In 1909, she herself published 

Famous Speeches of the Haymarket Martyrs, personally distributing copies 

to labor union local branches, selling more than ten thousand. 

Editor of anarchist newspaper entitled FREEDOM (1891-92) she oevoteo 

herself to the defense of racist lynchings and peonage of African 

Americans, Lucy struggled to broaoen her cause, always remaining loyal 

to the ideas of anarchism. 



'UBeRATc* 

Lucy predicts the sit-down strike that was to revolutionize labor by bringing about industrial unions in the 1930's. 

U MOW, WHEN YOU HAVE DECIDED THAT YOU WILL "MKE POSSESSION OF THESE 

THINGS CrHAT You have creaTE&J ,THERE Will Nor NEED TO BE ONE GUN FIRED OR ONE; 

Scaffold erected... my conception of the strike of the future is not to strike V 

AND GO OUT AND STARVE, BUT TO STRIKE AND RENAAl N /M AND TAKE POSSESS¬ 

ION OF THE NECESSARY PROPERTY OF PRODUCTION. IF ANYONE IS TO STARVE-l 

DO NOT SAY IT IS NECESSARY-LET IT BE THE CAPITAL 1ST CLASS 
[THEY HAVE STARVED US L0N6 ENOUGH 

. A"WBAiK3l % 
In 1905-06, one of the few newspapers supporting the Wobblies was 

PUBLISHED BY LuCY IN CHICAGO, AND FOR WHICH SHE WROTE A SERIES 

ON FAMOUS RADICAL WOMEN. 

Lucy re-emerged into notoriety by leaoing a demonstration oe the homeless. 

In Chicago, the next year, she marched at the head of a parade of the unem¬ 

ployed AND HOMELESS. WHEN SHE WAS JAILED, FAMED SETTLEMENT WORKER, 

founder of Chicago's Hun House, Jane Addams, bailed Lucy out. 

Always a defender of labor's political prisoners, Lucy joined the 

National Executive Committee of International Labor Defense in 

1929, and continued to tour, raising money for victims. In 1941, one | 

LAST TIME, SHE ADDRESSED STRIKERS AT THE INTERNATIONAL HARVESTER PLANT 

in Chicago, formerly the McCormick Reaper Plant where the strike 

LEADING TO THE HaYMARKET TRAGEDY HAD BEGUN. 

Lucy died in a fire at her home in March 1942; Chicago police, her enemies for more 

THAN HALF a CENTURY, STOLE ALL OF HER PERSONAL PAPERS AND BOOKS. 





SOLIDARITY FOREVER Ralph Chaplin 

When the union’s inspiration through the workers' blood shall run, 

There can be no power greater anywhere beneath the sun. 

Yet what force on earth is weaker than the feeble strength of one? 

But the union makes us strong, (chorus) 

Solidarity forever! 

Solidarity forever! 

Solidarity forever! 

Is there aught we hold in common with the greedy parasite 

Who would lash us into serfdom and would crush us with his might? 

Is there anything left to us but to organize and fight? 

For the union makes us strong, (chorus) 

It is we who plowed the prairies; built the cities where they trade; 

Dug the mines and built the workshops; endless miles of railroad laid. 

Now we stand outcast and starving, 'midst the wonders we have made; 

But the union makes us strong, (chorus) 

All the world that's owned by idle drones is ours and ours alone. 

We have laid the wide foundations; built it skyward stone by stone. 

It is ours, not to slave in, but to master and to own, 

While the union makes us strong, (chorus) 

They have taken untold millions that they never toiled to earn, 

But without our brain and muscle not a single wheel can turn. 

We can break their haughty power; gain our freedom when we learn 

That the union makes us strong, (chorus) 

In our hands is placed a power greater than their hoarded gold; 

Greater than the might of armies, magnified a thousand-fold. 

We can bring to birth a new world from the ashes of the old. 

For the union makes us strong, (chorus) 
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TWO 

LAWRENCE AND PATERSON 

Even before its famous founding convention, the movement that would become 

the IWW was attacked as no American labor movement had been attacked at once 

by the tabloid press, Democratic and Republican politicians, and most especially by 

the leaders of the American Federation of Labor The paid propagandists of AFL 

president Samuel Gompers, some of them former socialists (and some of them still 

in the Socialist Party), went after the Wobs with a fury. Unionists were informed that 

no competition would be accepted, strikes would be broken with the help of 

AFL-led scabs, and employers would be pressured to refuse contracts to Wobblies. 

A combination of internal disputes and the recession of 1906-7 caused the IWW to 

lose large sections of its initial membership. The Western Federation of Miners' 

departure was an especially bitter blow, followed by the expulsion of Daniel DeLeon 

and his following in the Socialist Labor Party (who formed their own small rival 



WOBBLIES! 

organization, known as the “Detroit IWW” for its home office). Still, the IWW 

survived, led scattered strikes, conducted a vigorous propaganda campaign for indus¬ 

trial unionism, and invented or reinvented the “sit-down” strike of workers occupying 

the plant rather than leaving it to the care of the owners. The early Wobblies were 

above all famous for their Westerners: the part-lndians and the Yankees, sons and 

daughters of pony-express drivers, and gold prospectors whose families had kept 

going West but never escaped poverty. But even in these early years many of them 

were fresh from Europe or were the children of immigrants, radicalized on the other 

side of the ocean or in their first years of American life. They stayed and stayed in 

the IWW when native-born “Americans” mostly came and left, published magazines 

and newspapers that lasted decades, and kept the Wobbly spirit alive for later 

generations. 

The steadiest single group was the Finns. In their homeland, they had been forced 

in schools to speak Swedish and to turn over half their farm production to the 

Lutheran church; they staged a massive political strike in 1905 and became the third 

nation to win the vote for women. Traveling to the US, several hundred thousand 

concentrated in the “Copper Country” of the northern Midwest, on the coast of 

Oregon, and a few other places across the country. The non-religious Finnish- 

Americans, nearly half the population, cultivated their native language and distinctive 

culture with social halls that put on plays, concerts, political events and economic 

cooperatives with nearly everyone of all ages taking some part of the fun and 

the work. 

Italian-Americans were not nearly as steady members, but supplied most of the 

anarchists to the Wobblies. II Proletario (The Worker), the leading weekly paper of 

the radicals, was the official publication of the Italian Socialist Federation of North 

America (FSI), loosely affiliated with the IWW, with tens of thousands of readers 
A 

across the Eastern seaboard and especially among the strikers in Lawrence and 



LAWRENCE AND PATERSON S3 

Paterson, along with their supporters. “Free Thought” coffee houses in big cities, 

especially New York and San Francisco, offered II Proletario to customers. Back 

in Italy, demonstrations and fund-raising events supported the strikes and strikers 

in the US. Russians, Hungarians, Croatians, Greeks, Cubans, Mexicans, and other 

immigrants, like Italians more influenced by anarchism than most American-born 

Wobblies, also formed their own small Wobbly-friendly propaganda groups and 

published newspapers and pamphlets. 

Strikes by mostly immigrant workers returned the Wobblies from a threatened 

obscurity during 1906-9 into the center of the picture, not only for the labor 

movement but for American society at large. At McKees' Rocks, Pennsylvania, in 1909, 

a Wobbly-led strike brought together mostly Slavic immigrants in ways that thrilled 

socialists and chilled their enemies. Something was in the air; as the Socialist vote 

moved toward an apex in 1912 with dozens of communities electing radical working- 

class candidates to office, and hundreds of local gatherings of immigrants creating 

their own institutions around the funeral parlor and recreational center; confident 

that the future would bring a cooperative prospect. 

Then came the strikes in Lawrence, Massachusetts, in 1912 and Paterson, New 

Jersey, in 1913, events with repercussions not only in the US but far beyond. Waves 

of labor activity among the unskilled (but not only the unskilled) in Britain, the future 

Irish Republic, Germany, France, and Italy, and even distant Australia, picked up 

Wobbly slogans and tactics, buoyed by hopes of a global democratic transformation. 
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PON't THtNK °F FOLKS 

\*/K0 MAKE 
CLOTHES 

you PAGO-* 
wops a yiDS 
SHOULD 6 E 

GLAD Tb^vB 
IN TH^fSSi 

U.>.A* 

A/fT/I GOT CFSS THA/V T 



STRIKE/$TRiUE; 4TRU&E/ 
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while A mill owner 

MIGHT pO$*E** MORE 
CAR* THAN HE COULD 
COUNT. 



THE FIR4T COTTON THEY MILLED WAS 



ANP WHERE WERE THE DE/M0CR.AT5 IN ALL TH/^? 

HAP EMACTEP A TARIFF 0|N 

FOREIGN FABRICS To PROTECT* 

tAlLL OWNERS PR on BRITISH 

competition. CON&REsS ALSO 
ET A LIMIT ON THE NUMBER OF 

HOURS A PERSON COULD WORK. 

FACEP WITH /MAN PA TO Ay LIMITS ON 
HOVR$, HILL OWNERS TRIED TP &E-T 
WORKERS TO PO /MORE WORK IN LESS 

BY PAYING THEM LESS / THEY TRIED PAY ^-9 CENTS PER Ci/T INSTEAD OF 79 
CENTS, FORCING A NAN To operate many LOOMS AT THE SAKE TIME an/p WORDc 
paster to bring home less pay. those who could mot KEEP up THE PACE WERE 
FIRED* IT WAS THIS REDUCTION IN PAY THAT HAP CONVINCED THE WORKERS 



THE I.W.W. SENT FOR, I TALI AN 

POET ARTURO *£7 A 

CflOVAHKJ ITT! AWD 

ACTIVIST 

+o LEAP ElliE 

STRlK e.-^fe 

llvi THE 1ST PAY'S OF THE" STRIDE 

CROWDS OF SU\feltf<* STRIKERS 

BLOCKED BRIPOES/STOPPI/VO A/O/s/- %S 

STRIKERS FROM SETTwg> to work 

P COPS SPRAyeP STRIKERS 
WjTH icy WATER i/u the 

TAN/UARy COLP. 

mM/M//} 

mrn. 

k s, 
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ON WEDNESDAY A RESPECTABLE^ 
UNDERTAKER NAMED PREEN r 
T0Lt> COP5 THAT THE X.W.W. 
_WA5 STORING PYNAMITE TO 

- BLOW UP THE MILL?. HE TooK 
THEM TO A 

MUMPER OF 
locations 

frequenter 
0y WOBBUES, 



John c?oLt>en of the 
'AMERICAN FEDERATION JO, 

OF LABOR B#., 

UR&EP 
SKILLED 

irizh workers 
Jo BREAK THE STRIKE- 

t AND NOT Jo UNITE 
WITH LOWER 

* v' J 
LjU / i/i 

PAID XTALMNS. 

FATHER O'MALLEJ TolP 

workers 

To *TAV 

AWAY FROM 

THE "6opLE£5>" 
I.W.W. . ^L/T 
Hopopy WA$ 

LISTEN l /V & 

, TO C?OLt> EbS 
Afi/P o'HA'Luey. 

FOLk< LISTl: NED TO S»G BILL MAy WOOD.' THE FINGERS 
ARE SEPARATE* 

r^U/EAK/BUT 

UNION; 



f THE TROLLEY 
WAS 5MASHBP 

BY AGENTS OF 
^THE BOSSES/J 

JANUARY 
ATROLLty 

CAR PULL OF> 
*CAB* WAf ^ggp 
AtfAe^f^/Sy 

, VIOLENCE WonV 

HELP, if there 

1$ V10LENCE/ 
THE BLOop of 
THE WORKEfK<? 

Lwill BE *HED* 

PL' G> /0 VANHiTTl 

M eteor /m 

ft AMI, A SYRIAN &OY,WA$ NEXT. 
p ' _ <60 aheap, 

SHOOT 
HOLES? 

/A' -TAY£T 
. FLAO.'A 

fltA „ 
MEETING 

THAI 

IMIGHT 
/ 



With their leaders in tail, the workers were leaping them- 
' SELVES/PARTICULARLYATHE WOMEtf. 



maroaRE T RANGER 
WAf A NUR*EyAND 
A WRITER FOR A 
SOCIALIST NEWS¬ 

PAPER. *HE WOULD 
LATER BECOME A 

L EAPER IN THE 
PI&HT TO MAKE 

Abortion 
LE&AL, 



£AMF* 

PI5COVETREP 

THAT ALL 
OF THESE 

STRIKER 

CHILDREN 
WERE 
SUFTERIN& 
FROM MAL¬ 
NUTRITION 



FINALLy, THE CHILDREN! WERE ALLOWED BOSSES PORfrEP HER BIRTN CERTIFICATE 

A machine PULLED MER SCALP OFFi I xhb COMPANY PAIP HER MEDICAL BILLS \ 







WOOp wA* ARRESTEP, ANP WHILE 

HE WAS NEVER CONVICTEP, THE 
SPECTACLE OF A MILLIONAIRE 
JN HANPCVFFS/ CHANGED THE 
PUBLIC PERCEPTION OP THE 
WOE ELY CASE. 

ETTOR, CIOVANNITTI ANP 
CARUSO WERE SOON POUND 

NOT OUILTY!.' 



e pilo&ue: the 
I.W.W. NEVER BUILT 
A PER/MANENT 
organization in 
LAWRENCE. 

m 

fAFTEH THE 1 R MOMENT oFl 
I REVOLT/people SEEMEP RE 
[-PENTANT. FATHER 0'M4LLEy' 

OR&ANIZEP A "Car OP ANP 

COUNTRY" PARAPE. MILL 
owners cave workers 
FREE AMERICAN FLAG'S. 
FROM THE START, THESE 
/nni&RAwrs wawtep the 

SECURITY WHICH . THEY 

L 

>fi\ 

^ASSOCIATE? WITH 3£lNO ^AMERICAN". 
THEY HAP POLLOWEP THAT FLAC OUT OF 

THE MILLS/ THEN THEY FOLLOlVEP IT BACK 
TO WORK . EVENTUALLY THEY WOULP 

FOLLOW THE AMERICAN FLA& INTO THE 
BLOOOY TRENCHES OF THE 
FI R<£ T WO PLP WA R . 

. \ 



WORKER* TOINED "LE** RADICAL" unions.these 
UNION* PIP NOT OPPOSE THE CAPITALIST SYSTE£A / BUT 
PIP Fl&HT FOR THE WORKERS. THERE WERE 5-TRIKES IN 
THE l lio*, JL •*(>*, , OFTEN LEAP! NO TO ''LABOR RIOTS" 
ANP SO THE WORKERS WON SOME l/IPROV/E/lENT 
IN THEIR CONDITIONS. EUT THIS WAS ONLY 
TEMPORARY. 

COMPANIES MOVED AWAY. FIRST DOWN 

SOUTH, THEN TO SRp WpRLP coowtriES 

WHERE THEY C.OULP RESUME 

THEIR OLD 

HABITS, CHILD 

LABOR, LOW ' 

PAY, UNSAFE 

CONDITIONS.' 

Ml 

ftu 

IN 



AS A CHIl'P/ BARBARA 
WORKED IN THE 
MILLS, SHE STILL 
REMEMBER* being 
*E*UALLY HARAS*ED 
BY MILL MANAGER*. 
HER SON DIED IN 
VIET NAM . A FEW YEAR* 

AGO SHE FOl/ND OUT 
ABOUT THE ''LOWELL 

PLAN". XT'* A SCHEME 
TO. 

IN NEARBV LOWELt./CLOSEP 
FACTOR IE* HAVE BEEN 
CONVERTED INTO SENIOR _ 

CITIZEN*" HOUSING. 
MANY former MILL_ 

Workers now l-ive 

IN THE 
FORMER 

M ILL*. 

WE ARE PEOPLE WHO'VE PAID OUR 
DUES/ YOU CANT TREAT US THI* WAY. 

THEY WENT TO WASHINGTON To PRO¬ 

TEST AGAINST THE LOWELL PLAN. 



My MOM 
WORKED in 
the MILLS,MY 
DAO DID CON¬ 
STRUCTION, 
I WAS ALWAYS 
SAD THAT 
01/R PARENTS 

[CAMILLO WENT To THE PROTEST 
IN SEATTLE IN /WJ • 

little I /AL -^Nn 







U/A5 flOVC P FRO/1 A SILK MILL TO TUB PYS WOO SB. mOW U/AA)T5 TME 
pye J0B5, TME PAy I5 ROTTE/O ADP TM£ C0/\)P/TI0A)5 ARE MORRIBLE. 

ME FORE/IA/O 
/IE I SWOULP 

LUCKy TO MA 

TOLP 
BE 

MAVE 
JOB AT ALL 

LUCKy, I &UC55. 

fly MA/OP'5 BEE/0 5TAI/0EP REP FRO/1 
TME CWCflICALS, BLIT I POD'T COflPLAID 

LOT 5 OF KIPS U/ORK 
RE I/O TME PyE MOUSE. 
Ey'RE M GOI/OG 0/0 30 

MERE 
TM£y 

AT LEAST TMEy 
GOT A JOB. 

m,!/l 

I WATCM ALL TME5E RICM FOLK STRUTT'/O AROLJ/OP I/O 
TME SILK I PROBABLy PyEP. TMEy PO/O'T K/OOW TMAT 

TMEIR FA/OCy 5MIRT5 A/OP PRE55E5 ARE REAPy TO 
CRLJ/1BLE AUAy, PLIE TO TME CME/1ICAL5 

WB PIP TME SILK I/O. 

WE ALL JUST KEEP WORK'D. 
DO /1ATTER MOW BAP IT 15 MERE, 

IT BEATS LIVI'D ID A GLITTER. 





'COUR5£, I PIP/O'T KAOOU/ UHAT UA5 
GOI/O' 0/0 I/O TH£ SILK HILLS. TH£ OW/0£R 
R£PLAC£P TH£ 2 LOO/1 MCHI/0£5 WITH 
V LOO/1 MACHINE. IT VA5 5LiPP05£ 'TA 
0£ /e&U. APVA/0C£P. BUT TH£ UORKGR5 

OV£R TH£R£ NOW HAP TWIC£ TH£ 
WORK AT TH£ 5A/1£ PAy. 





CAQ^JN AT H 

A 9A$ 
&Y ^ AE> F. IN A. J©NE£* 



MOV£C> TO WASH¬ 

INGTON SOWARS./ 

IM 7 HP HEART OF 
NEW YORW5 
C-REEn W ICH 
VILLAGE, 

Reep'5 first jp&as a 

REPORTER FOR THE 

M U CK RAKINCr 

'''AM E(Rt C- A, t-i ** 

MAC-AZ-I m e. 

Thrust him 
into the city's 

UMO &P*. &ELCX 



Os 

k 



in J19A2 
IP© djg'e 

LEPT H ER ITALIAN 

VitLA AMP MOVE-P TO 

(^RtENWItH VILuAfi-6 

T *3 U6-LT, UCrVX) Ug-LY/^) 

Not content 
To pecprate 

her PAWACEy 



ON WEpNE5P^'f EvENINtf^ 

POPSE PF ESIPEP, SPHlMx-UKE, 

THt 3 TAt^-TUlNl C^-U'Y WHIT& 

WAL15 WBR.E IDEAL 



_^PFUM O- NlfrHT, 

l9/2>, PRte.N»P5 ^notJCMy 

OOP&& To »*\e.e.T 







R6-6-OlS HAR.VARP PAL 

HO&tRT EPMONp JONE> 
i?g->/<>rsep the P05Tpr, 

56T M oPe-PLrst STAG- 

•NO TO &Lt/R THE. 
LINE between 

Player^ &- AupjENee, 

,t^PAZ?^ANT^ 

?ATER50N5TfW! I 

WHAT EXACTLV 
Poes A 5U-W r 
Mill look lik^"? 

Podoe LEUT 
A RapM TO 

^THfe PUTUfTE 

|R APIC AUIZER 

OP THEATER 

peSio-N. 

v)©HN S U o AW( A5Hc.a.w"^RTi5T 

‘MA5SES^" ILLUSTRATOR; 

UE-C? THE PA1MTER5 OP 

A 200»F00r PACIA- 

PROP OP- THE 

SlLHL MJLC.5, 

the. ?Wp\A/ wu 
LC>5t MoNty; 

WE. SHOWLP 
c-Avtsac-et- it/ 

The pageant c-oMMiTTte at TJ-+& 

HO^lE <?P MARG-AR6T 5ANPSR. 

THE PION E-E.R INI O BIRTH 
CONTROL- ADVO CATE. 

we CAN* ' T 

CRUSH THE 

STRIKERS' HOPES, 

e-V£N IP IT POfcS 

L05E MONEY ,THE 

RO&UICITY WILL 

attract PONATIOMS 

CON5JP&R My^j 
LOAM A 6-IFT J 

HIlMEy TO O?" 

FuanThe Ns-wVpr^' 

-5H-k WORKERS'- 
Here's > 600 io 

THE- 5 HOW CAIN OO ON 





s-o o ninJ 

ticket price* 
went cur or 

WAIVED POR 
1,000‘s Of= 5TB1K- 

ERS> &c WORKERS 

OpJ& WoRD op ] 
PI^RESPEC-T / 

For the. 
AtSlC? | WILL C 

Stop tKe-^HOWJ 
SO FAST.j 

^HERIFf Mar^urger] 

G-UN 

WVRS 

Ft RE & 

THE. &ULLST KILLED 

VALENTINO 
MOOE5TINO 



>1PE -n,^ 
FON/EfU, 

HI 5 “CC>PP<N'' WA5- CARtUED OP THE- CENTER 
AISLE,TNROU6H THE: W£EP)N^ AUPIENCE 



4 MA55> MEE.TIM 
AT HALEPf?^, N J 

5TK I K El 

COMPOSE.B5 
THE! f\, 

5PMC.S \ rs 
ITALIAN & 
C-BF^M AIN 

7h^ Aupience. 
WA ^ INVITEE? 

-ro join vn the 
v' INTERNA' 

Tl pnalJ 
THE 

'mar. 5 - 

Elt-LAf SE." 

& "THE. 
p,EP FLA &!' 



?*rc> 8c COM, 
THERe , 

A t-O T ©P A 

PRB55; 

. ylVlP *VifeV^e 
5eN$®- * thE 

^«'AU''lTBjv<e1 ^ 

■r _sv^c.., />r7'>. ^s, 

r y* 

^>^/oV * $>v 

I '*• *w J?s^«s^a 

! ^ t * h<^r ■f^e?° 

K^fe;-k2? 

jfilWLM 

nuM fei 

TaTis r^j, ^c>r-/ ,• 

TMAt’^ au~ 
The i^ o m ev 

FROM TH 

Vfc KME-W ta-/H 
EyPENSE^ wou/L-r? 

QUT5TFUP eARNlMCj 

WITH JCHN R,E-e-C> ANP RO&E-RvT 

EPP'IOND JONE^, Tip ^PENP T(i E" 

SUMMER AT VILLA CURONlA. 

^ENPCIC-H AI3*©UT THE J&IC 

.SHOW/ THE FIRST 
S<L A&S C-OT (ty 

while OUR 

STflON«?T 
PICKETER^ 
WERE AT 

REHEAR SAL-^y 

~JL \? 

l 



I |N eAR uy Jut-V rHE Ow 
Iap^roach*? the 5t>mi-.il _ 

c OMMjTtee 
LET'5 

fjerrce 
twm> , , <■ 
One. i V' J 

f^Hop AT 
ATime. 

we wttt. 
TAKE: A 
vote. 

|W(N T06-6THEH 
OR LOSE- 
TOCETHE.R BUT 

IPO NOT 5PUT OP/ 

July Id. 
WEAVeaS 

T«e RI&&ON 
aKinounoeoj 

w; 

YOU STAY 
r OUT OF THIS- 
WE R T 

.TH E 5THIKET5 

_>ALL UNITY 
PtSSOUN/ep 

fVe HERE BY 
WITH P R. Aw 
from th i s 

COMMITTEE. 

we'll settle 
ON OUR OWN., 

who 
(HAp 

E-E.N 

5UFFEAIN<i 

FROM UCCeiT^, 

ACC&PTEP A 

FRIENP'5 

Invitation to 
REST IN PARl$ 

BY July 2 6™ all Paterson's mills I NptVIT)UAL$ 
WHO HELP 

OUT WERE 
e>L ACK LIFTEp 

^ HAP TO 
LEAVE TOWN 

FOR WORK 

Popcreeptur^ulemt 

AFFAIR R A & EC? FROM PAHI5 

TOFLOR.EN CE To CAPS 
Sr EACK ToC~ 

^'^2-3 FIRTH 
^ B AvE-NUe IN 

THE FALL. 

THE- PAPEANT INSPIRE^ 
Tv+e. provincetpwn 

Platens to staoe. 
TH E 5TARK 

Realist 

vPLAY5 of 

•fuoene 

O'NEILL- 

■you smother ^ 

F YOU WANT TO 

VtY-SP|ftlT, I Love You. 
PElrepit oi_p 

WHARF ON CAPE COP, 



PATer? 5&N 

chan<j-ep 

John Re.ep 
From RenpriTgR. 
to Part 15am. 
He OAU-OPEP 

OFF TO 
WPkIT E. 

‘iM^URtf-ENT 
MEXICO/' 

p lo PAYS 

THAT 

^HO£>K 
the W(5FU.d'' 

Amo pi&o 
A 50V/1ET 
5AIMT, 

apter suppor-tinc- - A - 

“THE MA>je5"AwP /Vv 

UNeMPLoyMEH^ 

5trcoc~o«-E£, 

MA^EL PODOE 

t^pvep TO 

TAC>5»/ ANP 
E-STA©»C» 

ijhep 
T He 

ARTS Cot-owy 
THAT LUREp 

*.H. LAWRENCE 

& O-tORCIA 
O'KEEFE TO 
N c-w Mexico. 



u
-u

M
rt
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En?. ABZTH <**uRL£y'~ 16Y0 IN 
ConcoRP ^EW HAMPSHIRE. HER ANCESTORS 

were "immigrants and re'/clution- 

ISTS" HER- FAMILY AMO NEIGHBORs WSJ2.E 
iA/0fLK/M£ STONE CUTTERS AND 
MINERS . AS r^er HEARD FIRST 

NAtJp ABOUT THE KolLY MA6uiRES 

Ar^p THE HAYMARKET MARtY^f. 

HER. PARENTS WERE OUT-SPo^E U 
Socialist ThiN/cers. 

WORDS IN "Quotes" ARE E.G'.FLYMN'S 

WHEN SHE WAS 10 HER FAMILY MOVED 

TO A cold WATER. Flat p*J tAsf /?3*- 

STREET IN THE BRoHK . TtfEY'p \A/AH^ 

tYETL ThE 11$** STREET BatD$F To THE 

LIBRARY AMP "REAL EVERYTHING,' 

AS A VouNG (Sl&L SHE OFTCN 

WENT ro Public EuCnTS ANC> 

Socialist mCETiMGS. 

“PARENTS Took. thE 
children along,. 
THERE WERE NO 8ABY 
SITTERS IN THOSE 
PAYS .'* 

"IDEAS WERE our MEAT AMP vatNRAND 

Sometimes a substitute For boiu." 

n 1 <?ot> Elizabeth was asked by 
he harlsm socialist clvq — 

hue a 

veech^ $ocir\\,\<w 
OfA* M 

mute it herself 

she was, 
l<? YRS old. 



"I WAD Sr 1/ptEp rwo gociku WHICH 

H£lP£T> CATAPULT M£ INTT0 SOCIAL¬ 

IST /UtlN ? Ti £S - V/tNPICATl^N Op 

TH-g ffUgwrs 

BY fAAP-^ 
IWOLLSTONeCRAFT 

And WOMg»|a 

5oc»AUSM SY 

MGVsT B£B£L‘ 

£uz*B£rrt 

££c£f \/£o 
IMV/TATION 9 

TP 5 P£AK- 

fR*M BOSTON 

TO NEWARK 
" that vena t &&c,ntJ to speak on rw£ srraeers 
i r<?<5/< r<? /r hk.£ a dl'c.k r<s> vsatgk" 

8/ No*/ EuZABETH AMP HER- FATHER 

HAP ToiMEP THE \\N.W, LOCAL 

SPEECH Fob-THE l.W.W- TooR- 

Pmc£ //v SCHEMEcTAPY, l^-Y. AT A 
protest of tub arrest of HAYwoen?, 
perrieofjg , AfJp moy'er. 

ANJ> SHE 

ABRESTBP... 

PBFBNVlMS, 

faee fre&n 

AT A P-AuX 

ON S*+-K* 

BPOAPWAV' 

AUTHOR/7ouP.MAUS T 
THEcPoRE VRflSeG- 

CALlBP HER 

Tft£_CRoWP WAS 
m/G£ ANP 

POU6£ 
^rd£P£P 

t/S 

*r»r stealing 

AMP wE 

RBFI/S691 

THE ANt> FAMOil* 

PAVIP BAlASCO 
WANT £P, 

W£fL 

fo 
ACT 

IN A 
"tABofi. ?LAT‘‘ 

mp i£?t-Y 

INDEED NOT/ 

Touno, euzahBth hap v'e’jev' nrn.£ ''sS 
FOR APvlAt ioN. 5UMM6R - -WEE. 

^fpsr strike Tarticiration was 
WITH THE 

HVW6 ARlAN UBE 
M(UP- WORKERS 

IN GRIPAEPOZT. 

SHE STAYEr (id 
rue STRIKERS 

HOMES - 

oRCAUmP 

Picketing 
amp 

CA1UMG, FOR I 

TfiE 
STRIKING 



BIG 
THE WOR^^ 

1901- " IVH/^ 5TiLU /AJ H/UH *-HOO L 

i'o attend _^the i.vj.vj. convention 

ZABCTH -TRAVEL* ALoNB 
IN CHICAGO. 

_ tuucru/l 

A VSlEGate ptotA. i.w.uj. local /?? sHE 

her LUCY PARfoN* . - MI R£M6MB£R 

mr$. Various speak-ing varmuy fv/e PEoPiS. -waruimg of the seriousn&s 

op rne srftu^^e Aheap that coulp leap to Tail. amp pcath Belize victory." 

Turing the convention she 
HBT AM I.W.W. ORGANIZE R. 
FR.OM MINNESOTA- JACK, JONES 

PotL THE h\N.W. Pt/0LK SpeA&NCi 
*ec*M£ A SERIOUS BATTUE 

HE l/RGEo 

SPEAKING 

\ANP sfMT£t> 
TG.P\VCufJ d» 
iW.W. HiNBt2S 

,W0fcX£R<. 

M£ Tp o<v/ A 
T/l/P To THE PlESRSI 

RANGE -On WEST." 

'* S nested 

little 
?ERSvATi°N“ 

IN Hog SHE 

PlARRlCO 

^JACK-JTfiNES. 
A PEttOD tfpf 

AJ THE WEST SPEAKING To| 
&NP LVWe£&- M IH— 

TP STRIKING miners the 
Town of hissoulA , Montana Passe p 

M UW MAKING "STREET SPCAK/MC •' A 
CRIME. I.W.W. l&NOREP THE ORPE fL 

5fH.lK 

T00¥~ ^ 

Ttf£ 

ELIZABETH fART1C I PaT^P IN Zl> 
SPEECH BATTLES WRING UPfc-Rffe 



W10 - BY NOW £W2-A9^rH WAS A 
r6g,i/<.ar. /.w.»a/. **jawsmiret" 
SPfftKiMC. <3yr/ *R 6AWI2 < M <5, ANf> 
C»emAJc, arze-Esrcp. 

111Z. LAURBNCB SriKIKE 
\nhe*j (mu leaped bttor and QtoVAsrtjim 
we&e Aruiesreo bill, haymop auv 
Elizabeth fLYuu stepped iu to 
HtLp Oft$AN\2re THE STRIKE 

5H£ HA p A BABY - A $£>tJ 
■MAHtf> ?B-€d - HER Wi/SSAMD, 
JALR, WANT BO AM €M£> TO 

HEP- f RAVEutMfi - vJAUreii 

i?) Bottle d^w/h (m 

B^TTE- , Koi^TaNA 

H(S ATTITUDE WAS UND0<J8TA 
ONE, BuT X WOULD HAV/E NON£ OF (T 

FRED STAYED wrTH 

£UfcAI?£TKS noT(+6R. 

TALK left. 

I Have had HEART¬ 

ACHES AMO CKOTifiWAI- 

CoHFLicTS Al-on<* 'WE 
way. XT WAS WOT 

EASY (M i^ro . " 

E-WZASETtf's Yov/YH( CHARM AMD 

Eloquence Easily won £v/6RY on£s 

heart, the makes oP th-E Two ANt> 
TH & tR- RgPvTAfU)N 6A<N£t> COUNTRY 

\AHt>£ SuPPpRT FqE- THE STRIKE." 

Emma goldmam 



ON HAY PAY Of 
THAT YEAR- 

eu-iABeTrt MET 

CAR.LO TREscA 

IsJHo WOOLp 

BEcoHE l+ER 

" . . . $£LdV£T> 

CoHRAPE A**> 

paierJD ° 

tUlEAB^TH WAS Itf 

CHARAC op T~tf£ 

E.VACVAT10N. 
tAORB THAN loo 
CHtLPfieN were 

shipped cvr. 

?ouc£ a^ackBP 

4 second GRouP 

as rtfe/ u/A-zrep 

TOP- A TPA(N. 

CHiLPREN AMP 

TrteiP HcTHErS 

WER-£ #a£i-K 
B£ATBN A NJ> 

Pur u/wpe^. 
AR-RCsT. 

Ttt£ LAWRENCE 

$tr iK£e^ 
Continued to 
Hold OUT AND 
aueMTUALpy' 

WONl. 

I’m PATEtScH strike 
OVER lOoo 5 (UK. WORKERS 

WEI\.€ APRS STEP - PvBt-lt 

M££TlM& AfUD SpEA\CtN6* 

wE{lE FoRBiPP E N. 

IN HAlEpoN ,N.S. 

ELIZABETH K£‘ 
1~H£ STftlk■-£ 

AutUE WITH 
DAILY HASS 

nebtincs and 
SPEECHES THAT 

ATTRACTED 
THooSANPS OF 

TRADE UNIONISTS 

Pahiu6< an P 

STUDENTS . 

Trt£ law(2.emc€ strike 

VEcA NIB pRUfA L . 

?oucC Violence: an f 

hunger boried the 
strikers To send 

TnetR OtULPpEN OUT 
OF state. 



lA/gOfE THt RGBEL Qlfct 
for. hBR. 

MW' Joe HILL WA<> FftAMEP 
For rtte MuspeR of a salt 
LAVC& cerr HAN. E.ufcAt*eTH 
wsited w-im. in Prison 
ANP vVOrk-FP {=©£- A FART>0fJ 

£uT HILL- WAS 6%E<ivJteD 

NPv/EH^eR- tH. m2. 

A FEw/ HW(Z$ $e?0(l£ ff£ ?fFP Td£ 
W&ore a UTTClZ re> £uza$£TH: 

XW/ 

... A/' tn^tx. Jluhj4/ 

JtOOUUAji <f*U Acwt Aw*/ 

UvU -67* i?ul 'fcAxaun/<%AhsvS’ 

'ijtus 4vr*rf Xv*J 

Att jM^LOituri/. *RjtJb^A/ 

fkfuifo iJW/htlMd/ 

W> 0t\€4cJUJi AnadJLy .. • 

t/ ail/ . . . 

pT0g f//U. 
I i.w.W organ i&Efc 

AND SONGWRITER 
INSPIRED BV THE 
\M0M6N OF tHE (S 
MVRENC6 SfRlkb 
-* IN fABTUlUUAR. 

FUERSETH 







M
ACPHEE 2m

 

Bona ia ftaty,. Canto TneAen came to the US. ia 1904 Bn quieMjjumped into 

MMut&i/idtyd edited a ruvnhen oj Batina (najuaje tl/VI/V newApam^ffj^. 

i/idudinty t Matetto (The Bammen") jnom- t9t7 antdhii deathm (943 

\ nofe& ia tl/VI/Z UnikeA ia iamneace. MA. PaMddf^d$t4 

a/id the MeAahi Panne. WrZ MT3$£hMM’k 





THREE 

WOBBLIES FAR AND WIDE 

After the Paterson disappointment, enemies of the IWW called the organization 

beaten. It wasn't true, by a long shot. The Wobblies’ free-speech fights combined daring 

with a keen strategic sensibility. But their mobilization of migratory workers offered 

the best hopes for a large, sustained labor organization. The Agricultural Workers 

Organization (AWO) planted itself in the work-life culture of the mostly white, male, 

mobile harvest and threshing workers of the Plains states. Like theWobs in the mines 

and timber-mills, they epitomized the Western (and "American”) spirit of the organi¬ 

zation. Notoriously rebellious and restless, their effective control of box-car riding 

("show your red card") was legendary. The Wheatland "riot” and the organizing around 

it illustrated how effective theWobs could become under the right circumstances. 

The larger AWO also grew strong in the face of repression, peaking in 1918, for 

a seemingly unlikely reason. Wartime created a labor shortage: it was easier to quit 



WOBBLIES! 

or get fired and move on, because more jobs were available everywhere. Not 

that AWO organizers succeeded everywhere they tried. Conflicts based on racial 

differences of many (not all) California farms were difficult to overcome (although 

they tried); repression during wartime meant suppression of newspapers, arrests of 

organizers, and threats of vigilante violence. In the longer run, the mechanization of 

farming would dramatically reduce the numbers of agricultural workers. 

Wobblies also learned that organizing in fields was more complicated than in 

factories. They could not rely on family or ethnic ties, and so had to rely on job 

actions, slowdowns, and brief strikes in order to attract members. Thus in April, 

1915, Frank Little called a conference to organize hobos, creating a “job delegate" 

system within the IWW, with Wobs setting wage and hour demands beforehand, 

selecting an individual or a committee to negotiate with a farmer and then all the 

Wobs ratifying the agreement, This way, the AWO grew quickly and successfully. 

Dues were a $2 initiation, then 50 cents per month. By 1915, many had won 

immediate Wob goals—the ten-hour day, a $3 minimum wage, overtime, good 

board, clean beds—realizable because war raised the price of wheat. Thus, Wobs 

would arrive outside town, establish a jungle near a stream, then call a meeting and 

elect committees to keep the camp clean. A “Spud and Gump Brigade” foraged or 

begged for food and did the cooking, while some got jobs in town to build up a 

common fund. This was the IWW world in miniature, a workers’ society run by 

itself, although organizing it and keeping it going sometimes distracted from actual 

organizing in the fields. 

IWW strike leadership would naturally be blamed for causing deaths and injuries 

handed out by police and private thugs. Huge defense fights exposed terrible condi¬ 

tions, while leaders were handed long sentences. The IWW's reputation spread. 

Japanese and Chinese workers had their own labor organizations that worked with 

the IWW although not usually affiliating directly. The Fresno branch chartered the 
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Japanese Labor League in 1908 with a thousand members. Mexicans formed their 

own Wobbly locals (especially San Diego and LA) and published Wobbly pamphlets, 

leaflets and papers in Spanish. All this activity was unknown and indeed unwanted 

within the mainstream AFL. 

For a historic moment, in 1918, the AWO opened new offices in Minneapolis 

and Chicago, bought new printing plants, and planned a bright future. Wobblies 

declared the Russian "Soviets” (literally, "workers' councils") to be mirrors of their 

own activity. Then came the Red Scares of 1919-21 in the US, followed by the 

crushing of a vast and powerful Italian working-class uprising and other bitter 

disappointments. 





FREE SPEECH FIGHTS 

The IWW conducted some thirty free-speech fights in the decade after 1907, with 

a great deal of courage but also dramatic flair; and not a little poetry. Even the local 

repression, driving Wobblies by the hundreds into jail, was often a victory, for very 

much like the civil rights movement fifty years later; it brought a sense of solidarity 

marked by singing and good cheer Only the conspiracies of Woodrow Wilson's 

federal government bent on war and successful empire-building brought an end, 

leaving the next generations up to the present to fight for the right to assemble 

peaceably under constitutional protections. 

The prince of the free-speech fight, the very reason for its being, was the 

soapboxer Named for the soapboxes that street speakers would stand on in the pre- 

1920 era, providing a free public entertainment and education to a cash-poor crowd, 

radical soapboxers often earned their way by selling nickel pamphlets, promoting 
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them (usually including the Communist Manifesto) as gateways to wisdom. Wobblies, 

lacking resources, unable to get their newspapers distributed on (most) newsstands, 

had no choice. But they liked it, too, because of the direct connection with the 

workers and the idlers on the streets, from big cities to farming centers, lumber- and 

mining-towns. The soapbox was their prop, the street their theater; their physical 

presence, torso in motion, along with the voice, their performance. The voice was 

especially important, of course. Many of the rousing Wobbly anthems were 

composed to reach workers through a dose of humor making fun of the bosses or 

the preachers, often adopting the language of the Salvation Army in particular to 

mangle the original intent and put across the logic of the class struggle. The first of 

the free-speech fights to gain national publicity was held in Missoula, Montana, in 

1909. The Industrial Worker beseeched its readers in September 1909: “Quit your job. 

Go to Missoula. Fight with Lumberjacks for Free Speech!” and taunted gently: “Are 

you afraid? Do you love the police? Have you been robbed, skinned, grafted on? 

If so, go to Missoula, and defy the police, the courts and the people who live off the 

wages of prostitution.” 

In Spokane, where migratory workers came to winter after a hard season of 

lumbering or the mines, where flea-bag hotels and bars snapped up their meager 

savings, the IWW came to town to drive out the “sharks,” the agents who charged 

steep fees for jobs in the woods and mines. Here, in the spring of 1909, the Wobs 

set up downtown headquarters with a meeting hall, reading room, even a cigar store 

and hospital plan, and enrolled 1500 new members. The employers struck back, 

arresting all Wobs who began to speak and locking them up in overcrowded cells 

with nothing but bread and water Singing, and holding daily business meetings, they 

kept up spirits. By the fall, police treatment became considerably more brutal, as 

authorities closed the Wobbly hall and ^rested anyone who peddled a Wobbly 

paper Hundreds more came to Spokane in response, the most famous of them the 
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“Rebel Girl," Elizabeth Gurley Flynn, arriving seven months pregnant and quickly 

charged with “conspiracy." Soon, the struggle had worn out the authorities' determi¬ 

nation and legal budget. City government conceded the right for indoor meetings, 

sale of literature, and opening the streets to speakers in the near future. The next 

stop was Fresno, California, near where Wobs were successfully organizing Chicano 

railroad workers and farmhands. By September, 1910, Wobs flooded the jails, 

challenging the legal system and prompting a redneck mob to beat the agitators 

brutally and burn down the makeshift Wobbly tent camp set up outside the city 

boundaries. Frank Little himself led the fight, which continued with ferocity in city 

jails. The Wobs had at least gained national publicity with their courage, their humor; 

their singing and shouting for freedom. 

Middle-class San Diego looked like an easier target in some ways because it had a 

long-standing free-speech zone, and the Wobblies had not been perceived as a threat 

in organizing the small-scale working class heavily reliant on tourism. Horror awaited. 



NEARER fAy OOB TO THEE 6V JoE HIUL 

NEARER My JO© To THEE, My TRAIN IS RUNNING FAST. 
NEARER WITH ©LEE, I'VE GOT A JOB AT LAST, 
THREE PLUNKS FOR THE OFFICE FEE, NBARSR My JOB To THEE. 
But My fare is Free. nearer to thee. ’ 



ARRIVED WHERE KW U08 SHOOLP BE, 
N0TH1N& (N <dIGHT » SEE. 
NOTHING BUT SAHD, BV GEE. 
Job went L>P A TRee. 

- No PLACE To CAT OR SLEEP, 
SNAKES IN THE SAGEBRUSH CREEP 
NERO A SAINT WOULD BC, 
SHARK, COMPARED To TWE£. 

Nearer to town each dAY 
(“HIKED All THE WAY), 
Nearer that agency, 
WHERE l PAID KY fE£, 
AHD WHEN THAT SHARK l SEE 
You'll bet Your Boots that he 
NEARER HIS GOD SHALL BE , 
lew e that toiae. 



r REMEMBER by Warr\sonGeorge 

We SPEAK To You FROM JAII—TODAY 
TWO HUMORED UMlOU MEM, 

i WE’RE HERE BECAUSE THE BOSSES LAWS 
BRIMS SLAVERY AGA1M. 

WERE HERE FROM Min/e AkJD MILL AMD RAlU 
We'RE HERE FROM OFF THE SEA, 

FROM COAST To COAST WE MAKE THE BoAST 
of .Solidarity. 

WE LAUGH AND S\W6, WE HAVE HO FEAR 
OUR HEARTS ARE AuWAYS LIGHT, 

We kmovi that every Wobbly true 
Will CARRY <3N the FIGHT.... 

m in 





LOOKS LIKE 
MORE OF THEM 
RABBLE 
ROUSERS 
HEAPING 
INTO TOWN. 
WE BETTER 
PUT THEM , 
BEHIND BARS/ 

BUT TMEy 
AIN’T BROKE , 
NO LAWS YET/ 





W£'R£ BOOM D FoR SAM Dl£<SO ,, . u 
IN THAT TOWH Of SAU DIEGO WHiH THE WORKERS TRY To Talk, TWECOP.S WlU SMASH TheM^ITHASAVATELL'eM "take a walk 
THEY THROW THEM irUHEBOUfYlH,A THEY FEED THEM R0Tr£NlBEAHS,ATHEY CALI.THAT 'llAW£ ORDER" IN THAT CCTV/ SO IT SEEMS. 

THEY'RE (XUBSlNG FELLOE) WORKlKiS MEW WHo DARE THEIR THOUGHTS EXP*6SS;A IF OU>OTlS HAS HlS WAY,THERE!? SOREToBE A MESS 
So SVJEU THIS ARMY, W0RKW6 (AEN.S&HOW TrttMWMT WE'LL DO WHEN AU-IHE SoHSoFT&U. UNITE ItJ OKIEBl&UtflM TRUE... 



6H/E THEM A "FREE SPEECH ZONE 
OUT NEAR THE RAILROAD YARDS/ 
BUT GET THEM OUT OF THE 
MIDDLE OF THE BUSINESS DISTRICT/ 

Out there in San Diego 
where the western breakers beat 
THEY'RE JAILING MEN AND WOMEN 
FOR. SPEAKING IN THE STREET- 

There is one thing i can tell you 
AND it MAKES THE BOSSES SORE, 
AS FAST AS THEY CAN PINCH US 
WE CAN ALWAYS GET SOME MORE. 



We'll end all this 
in an Hour/ We’ve 
GOT THE Hop TO 
DEAL WITH THESE 

AGITATORS PRIVATELY. 
the Police will be 
GLAD To Look 
THE OTHER WAY 

THERE'S LIKELY To B€ 
A PROFITABLE FUTURE 
IN SUCH HANDIWORK- 

PASSER 8t-1,UUDG£,CAN'T YOU 
do something to prevent the 
beating of innocent MEN ?" 

JUDGED PREVENT? BELLI 
THERE ain't no USE IN 
THREATENING THOSE FELLAS 
With kindness, the only 
Thing toDo is to club them 
Down, beat them up and 
drive the goddamn sons 
OF BITCHES INTO THE RIVER 
AND DROWN THEM ALONG 
With the socialists." 



Words is 
fc|Nou6rti 

Cotf6R£S$ 5HAU.MAK£ 
A3R\OG\H& 1 NO LAW 

yoRof'?^t p *ess °*~T *5 
fciGHT of peoPLg-^^ 
peaceabuw 555JST 
L*SS E * 

m wo 
A$£R 

Fr^ds 



THE JAILS WERE FULL 
THE SCHOOLHOUSE ToO 
filthy rooms aWd moldy rood 
BUT THE COST JUST GREW AHP GREW. 

THE CHEER OF RoWPy WoBBUES 
WORE THE JMLORSTHlM 
SO THE prigoherswere freed, 
LABOR SHARKS CHASED OUT, 
AHD 5oA?Bo/ SfEAKlHG KULEP IN. 

BEWARE HOW HAPP> EHPlN&S Go 
a Victory whs wom that day. 
guj *mE SAME EXACT IHUUSTICES 
RlMG ALL Too TRUE Top AY- 



FROM THE 

COMMONWEALTH 
OF TOIL 
By Ralph CHAPUN 

They have laid our lives 
out for us 

ToTriEUTFeR EMU 
OF TIME. 

Shall vie stagger on 
BENEATH THEIR HEAVY LOAD? 

5HALLVJE LETTHEhA 
uve Forever im their 
Gilded Halls ofqlime 

WITH OUR CHILDREN 
Doomed to "Toil 

Beneath THEIR GOADV 

tylHEOl OUR CAUSE IS 
All TRIUMPHANT 
And we claim 

OUR mother EARTA, 
and the nightmare 
OF THE PRESENT 
Fades away, 

UE SHALL LIVE WITH 
L0VE& LAUGHTER, 

WE WHO ARE NOW 
LITTLE WORTH, 

&WE1 ll Not Regret 
THE PRICE WE HAVE 

to PAy. 



"TERcMs 



To DEDICATE MYSELF 
TO THE MEMORY OF MY 
MARTYRED COMRADE 

^Marriage 
E WOMAN FOR 

A DEPEI 

ujstmmr 

I^ALL WORDS ARE EMMA'5 
1-—-■—i OWN 

RAISING _ 
Dl CAL CAUSE 

THOSE in POWER NEVER ^ 
UEARN... PERSECUTION 15 . 
THE LEAVEN OF REVOLUTION/ 

I^NUllY%ESCAPE A^F^RfFD^ARRIAfF T^O YEAR5 LATER, INSPIRED BY THE HAYWARKEtJ 
nn at iu c^ohpc A rUKlED /ZlAMlAGt1 I HERDS, SHE * HER SOUL MATE SASHA 

BERKMAN SET UP AN ANARCHIST COMMUNE 
. — — —» ————$^ 

with #5.00 £ 
HER SEWING 
MACHINE 

\®smm FtUDML ZOO+f 

Cmsc\& steel chairman Prick 
LIV£D, BUT SASHA WAS SEHTEHCED 
22 YEARS. BRANDS DEMONIC v/'cASUA IS GIVING f To'^Y^Af^r BRANDED DEMON? 

ufe an^you: - 'J&immk RRJOHD^ARRFSTFD^ 
"fkr A SHRINK AT giving 
IIEWa your body, MISERABLE of 

ft ALCOWARD... ^ J 
a 

^5^ 

Garment worker,ice Cream Vendor,Nurse, 
Masseuse,Orator...emma once even dolled 
HERSELF UP? WALkED N2n<l ST. TRYING TO — 
FUND w ATTACK STRIKEBREAKER H.C. FRICK 



IN 1901 EMMA HAD A TOOTH 
KNOCKED OUT BY THE POLICE,, 
BECAUSE PRESIDENT MCKINLEYS 
ASSASSIN HAD HEARD HER LECTURI 

U. A- 

HE WAS 
THE WF 

CzOlGOSZ WAS ONE OF 
THOSE DOWNTRODDEN MEN WHO 

RESOLVE TO STRIKE A BLOW 
FOR THEIR FELLOW MEN,.. BUT IF 
-INSPIRED B^^lEyHETOOK 

WRONG WAY of 

„ ,^w 
to an Anarchist, EMMA 

DISTRUSTED UNIONS. BUT 
SHE WAS CONVINCED 7HEIYW/ 
SERVED THE WORKERS. 

Her magazine Mother Earth 
(i<?oe-3t; was the voice of wob 
"Hobohemia* eagerly read by 
iS^MzHTTM/WO RANTS**! 
fEMMA se^-N-<v nE 

'EUROPE-CAN BOASTOF A 

INTO THE SOCIAL $ 
SEXUAL PROBLEM 
OF OUR TIME" 

Emma!? free speech league, forerumer 
of the ACla defended persecuted j 
WOB SPEAKERSjX BELIEVE that 

‘ ^Free speech means 
, ^ - MAY SAY and write 
^€^®l\NHATX PLEASE. 

V 

MA and werKng of the 
IOBOS LOVER BEW SHOW UPTO 

_ UPPORT L.OCA L W0B5 AGAINST 
MURDEROUS V GILANTE5. 

LEfs GO SEE THAT FREE 
LOVE PLAY AT THE * - ^ 

LITTLE THEATRE 

SUPPORf UOrAL W0B5 AGAINST ^ejLAMi 
IWV/!? WERE FORCED To KNEEL 

KISS THE FLAG, BELABORED WITH 
CLUBS and BLACKJACKS ... 

- - •• J 

After emma ?benrejtmanleoa funeral march,! 
OFFICIALS SEIZED AND SEPARATED THEM .SHE 1 rET^r^W* -r- 
WAS HELD INCOMML/NJCADO IN THE US. GRANT HOTEL! KIDNAPPERS DROVE BEN OUT TO DESERTED 
- ~ ^ “ 1 COUNTRY.THERE HE WAS TORTURED,SEXUALLY 

ABUSED, AND BRANDED ON HU BUTTOCKS. MAYOpJ 
POLICE 
CHIEF 

j|g§5^w 

f*tU^ - 
H' v i iill 

Lff&fc.k i4i 

. %. vmm" 

?>o V 

7 if 1W 
*\ 

I CHARGE ALL 
OF YOU MEN MERE 
WITH BEING IN LEAGUE 
with ns VI6IIANTES/ 

vi 
V.fk* 

t L4 i 
St 

M\Y 
inim1! 



DR. RElTWANB 2? 
BOflRDIN® A TOAIff' 
TOtA~HIS FRIEND5" 
SHOULD BRINS' , 
A STRETCHER... 

. IS HE 
'Alive?/ 

(Puritanism— 
forces -me woman 
TO BEAR CHILDREN 
IRRESPECTIVE OF 
WEAKENED PHYSICAL 
CONDmON OR 
ECONOMIC 

"Mltk . OH, MOMMY, IM WITH 
YOU AT UST. TAKE ME 
eWAXTAKEME 

HOME... 

V-f 

^mmm 

r AS REPORTEQJ&EMMA 

te®swr”~ 
”Jn A REPUfiLIC, WRE^ «Jn,LQ 
ARE MANY WAVS THE VMfs1 / TUa 

SEt±Ej>bWBl --— 

PNDHOLP /r . 

T * 4 
THE TRIUMPH of THE 

State mepht the 
DEFEAT OF THE 
REVOLUTION 

INABILITY... 
ft\v 

OwJWW SUPPORTED TOURS, SHE 
COURTED ARREST BY GIVING 

iROL ADVICJ OUT BIRTH CONTROL ADVICE 

[Fascistda^ger/md )K3 

/w 'H^pi -U>— pil^ ’ - p 
IN EUROPEAN EXILE,SH£ OPPOSED ( 
HITLER TWO YEARS 8EF0 RE HIS A 
RISE TO POWER. AT AGE A? r,,e 
RUSHED TO the 6ARRICADL 
THE SPANISH ANARCHISTS 

^CONSIDER IT AN HONOUR TO BE THE PIRST 
POLITICAL AGITATORtose DEPORTED FROM 
JHE UNITED STATED,. 

She was SOON ELOQUENTLY DISILLUSIONED 
WITH SOVIET-STYLE COMMUNISM... 

SimAFTER MORE TRAN A HALF CENTURY oF FEARLESS TROUBLE' 
yioHFYgfEP SHg w*5 Q^JpUA RAISING 

#-■([ sovePTHijki-X Revolution is but thought 

Vrc^ ACTION.^. 

®fer 
ri /OUR , 

eooi£S i 

£ >ji 

TJ.> 

& 

OWA RESTS NEAR THE GRAVES 
-HAY MARKET MARTYRS 

, out op; 

f£B&® 1 



Bindle Stiffs got their name because they 
carried all their worldly goods rolled up in a 
blanket and slung by a cord around their 
shoulders from job to job. 

There were cheap hotels, bars and dumps on 
the drag in this part of town, plenty of 
places to blow your stake, or what little 

Jungles were a great place to get news. 
Many of the stiffs were Wobblies or had 
been in the past. The IWW was the only 
organization that lifted the lives of these 
workers to a significant position in society. 

Every city in the West developed a stiff 
town, a number of streets or blocks that 
were used as recruiting centers for 
temporary labor. 

The jungle was a meeting place, usually 
near a railroad division point, occupied by 
hoboes and stiffs for preparing food and 
sleeping. Itinerant workers found 
acceptance here. 

Migratory workers hopped trains to follow 
the harvest and get from job to job. Your 
red IWW membership card was your ticket 
to the rails at times. 

Workers often had to pay fees to rapacious 
employment agencies, ranging from one to 
three dollars for a job. The wholesale firing 
of men by foremen, the arduous nature or 
the work, and the temporary nature of the 
employment kept the bindle stiff in constant 
motion around these job sharks. 

An enlightened Wobbly would often strike 
up a song from the Little Red Songbook to 
help get your spirits up and keep you going. 

m 



lUtoonatic 

Durst offered the going rate at the time of 
$1 for a hundred weight bag of picked hops. 
The hops were excessively cleaned before 
inspection and weighed with no workers 
present at the time of weighing. Durst 
withheld 10 cents per hundrea pounds until 
the end of the harvest as a way to coerce 
workers to stay until the end. 

Workers, on average, ended up with less 
than $1.50 for a twelve-hour day. Twelve- 
hour workdays were standard at most hop 
ranches, but a standard day's pay at other 
ranches was $3 dollars. 

Workers that wanted water would have to walk 
a good distance away from the field, because 
Durst did not cart water to the field. He did 
offer lemonade at 5 cents a glass to those 
workers worried about losing work time and 
money in the field where temperatures reached 
110 degrees on some days. 

E.B. Durst Ranch was the largest single 
employer of migratory labor in the state of 
California. Ralph Durst’s ranch was in 
Wheatland, a short distance south from 
Marysville. 

2,800 multiracial workers arrived to find 
only 1,500 job openings. Durst had 
deliberately advertised for twice the number 
of workers he needed. Living conditions 
were inadequate for even half their number. 

When the workers arrived they discovered a 
tent and campsite space rented for seventy- 
five cents a week, but there were too few 
tents even at that high price. 

Durst sold food to workers at a grocery 
store on his property and refused to allow 
anyone else to deliver groceries to the 
ranch. A long walk to town was the only 
way to buy food for less. 

Durst provided only nine crudely built 
toilets for all the workers. Since the toilets 
were also the only public trash receptacles, 
they soon swarmed with maggots and blue 
flies. 

The campsite drinking water was 
inadequate and dangerous. Wells on the 
property were dry, full of stagnant water or 
too close to garbage and toilets areas. 
Diseases spread among the workers, 
including typhoid, dysentery, and malaria. 



At most hops ranches men with high poles 
brought down the tall vines so that women and 
children could gather the flowers. In Durst's 
fields there were no high pole men. 

In a mass meeting on July 29th the workers 
chose a committee to voice their demands. 
They elected Richard "Blackie" Ford as 
chief spokesman and Herman Suhr as the 
committee secretary. 

The committee warned Durst that they would 
go on strike if their conditions were not fully 
met. Durst broke off negotiations by slapping 
Ford with his glove and fired him and all the 
workers on the committee. He told them to 
pick up their pay and get off his property 

The high pole man traditionally helped 
throw the sacks of hops into the wagons. 
Without them women and children lifted 
80-100 lb hopsacks into the wagons. 

Durst caught wind of these events through 
informants he had in the camp. He invited 
the workers, on the afternoon of August 3rd 
to step forward and discuss their 
complaints. The workers demanded that 
Durst give them a flat rate of $1.25 per 
hundred pounds of picked hops, drinking 
water brought to the fields, inspection of the Eicked hops by the workers themselves, 

igh-pole men, separate toilets for women, 
improvements of camp toilets, and 
lemonade made from real lemons and not 
powdered citric acid. 

By three days into the harvest the conditions 
were unbearable. The workers began to 
voice their discontent. Out of the 2,800 
workers only about one hundred were 
current or past IWW members. About thirty 
of them formed an IWW local, to protest the 
living and working conditions on the ranch. 

Durst agreed only to improve toilets, 
provide water in the fields, and add one 
worker to the inspection team. 

Ford and the committee refused to leave. They 
had already paid for their accommodations for 
the week. Durst asked the deputy sheriff 
Daken to arrest Ford. Workers intervened on 
Ford's behalf when Daken did not produce a 
warrant. 

Later that day another mass meeting was 
held on the hill, at the worker's camp. The 
Wobblies urged their fellow workers to go 
on strike to force Durst to address their 
grievances. 



During his speech Ford lifted a sick child 
above the crowd. "It is not so much for 
ourselves we are fighting as that this little 
baby may never see the conditions which 
now exist on this ranch!" 

Eleven men arrived in the two cars to arrest 
Ford and break up the gathering. They were 
the District Attorney of Yuba county Edward 
Manwell, who was also Durst's lawyer, 
Marysville Sheriff Voss, Deputy Sheriffs 
Daken, Anderson, and Reardon as well as 
six other deputies. A number of them had 
been drinking according to some witnesses. 

Yes, Mr. Block is lucky; He found a job by 
gee! The shark got seven dollars, for job 
and fare and feerThey shipped him to the 
desert and dumped him with nis truck, 
But when he tried to find his job he sure 
was out of luck. He shouted, "That's too 
raw, I'll fix them with the law." 

When asked if they would strike, a majority 
raised their hands. Ford handed the child 
back to it's mother when he saw two cars 
approaching the gathering. 

"Please give me your attention, I'll introduce to 
you. A man that is a credit to "Our Red, White 
and Blue;" His head is made of lumber, and as 
solid as a rock;He is a common worker and his 
name is Mr. Block. And Block thinks he may 
be President some day." 

Oh, Mr. Block you were bom by mistake, 
You take the cake, 
You make me ache. 

Tie a rock on your block and then jump in 
the lake, Kindly do that for liberty's sake. 

Ford begins to lead the workers in the 
singing of Joe Hill's song; "Mr. Block." 

Oh, Mr. Block you were bom by mistake, 
You take the cake. 
You make me ache. 

Tie a rock on your block and then jump in 
the lake, Kindly do that for liberty's sake. 

Block hiked back to the city, but wasn't doing 
well. He said, "I'll join the union- the great 
A.F. of L." He got a job the next morning, got 
fired that night, He said, "I'll see Sam 
Gompers and nell fix that Foreman right." 
Sam Gompers said, "You see. You've got our 
sympathy. 



Oh, Mr. Block you were bom by mistake, 
You take the cake, 
You make me ache. 

Tie a rock on your block and then jump in 
the lake, Kindly do that for liberty's sake. 

Poor Block, he died one evening I'm very 
glad to State; He climbed the golden ladder 
up to the pearly Gate. He said, Oh, Mr. Peter, 
one word I'd like to tell. I'd like to meet the 
Asterbilts and John D. Rocke-fell." 
Old Pete said, "Is that so? 
You'll meet them down below." 



Fearing more disturbances Governor Hiram 
Johnson dispatched five companies of the 
National Guard to Wheatland. Soldiers and 
law enforcement arrested approximately one 
hundred workers who remained at camp. 

The Marysville coroner's inquest concluded 
that the IWW strike leadership had caused a 
riot that led to the death of District Attorney 
Manwell and Deputy Eugene Reardon. 

An extensive manhunt ensued throughout 
California and the neighboring states to 
arrest Wobblies involved in the Wheatland 
affair. Warrants were issued for the arrest of 
Ford and Suhr for murder. 

Bums detectives- a private detective agency 
known for its antiradical and antilabor 
tendencies- arrested a number of workers. 
The law enforcement officers used John 
Doe warrants, a civil rights abuse that 
allowed the officers to write in the arrested 
person's name after the arrest. 

During the trial, the brutal handling of those 
under arrest came to light. The trial also 
revealed the outrageous nature of the hop 
camp conditions, stirring public 
condemnation of Durst’s behavior, and 
heightened public interest and concern over 
the plight of migrant agricultural workers. 

In an effort to gain information from the 
arrested men, Burns men resorted to 
beating, starving, bribery and kidnapping. 
Some were kept incommunicado for weeks. 
One IWW prisoner committed suicide in 
prison; another went insane from police 
brutality. Suhr himself was tortured into a 
confession he recanted later. 

The year after the trial IWW membership in 
California rose to five thousand, with a total of 40 
IWW locals. Organizers and soap boxers agitated 
throughout the state. The IWW blanketed 
California with stickers and circulars urging a 
boycott of the hop fields until Ford and Suhr were 
released, and living and working conditions 
improved. 

Eight months later a trial began. Ford and 
Suhr were charged with leading a strike that 
lead to violence. They were convicted of 
second degree murder. The judge was a 
lifelong friend of Manwell. Eight of twelve 
jurors were farmers who knew the deputies. 
After deliberating one day, they found Ford 
and Suhr guilty. Both received life 
sentences. 

Hundreds of thousands of industrial workers left jobless 
by the 1914 financial depression hopped freight trains in 
hope of finding work in the harvest fields. American 
radicalism in the form of the IWW spread rapidly among 
them. The IWW’s Agricultural Worker’s Union grew to 
70,000 members within three years. It was the first 
union to organize and negotiate successfully higher wage 
scales for harvest workers. Farmers learned the meaning 
of sabotage, strikes for better wages and working 
conditions. They responded with vigilante mobs, driving 
agitators and workers from town at gunpoint. Class 
warfare had broken out in the most “American” sections 
of rural America. The IWW was determined to build a 
new world in place of the old, a better one. 





THE TIMBERBEAST’S LAMENT 

unsigned IWW poem—source unknown 

I’m on the boat for the camp 

With a sick and aching head; 

I’ve blowed another winter’s stake, 

And got the jims instead. 

It seems I’ll never learn the truth 

That's written plain as day, 

It's the only time they welcome you 

Is when you make it pay 

And it’s “blanket-stiff” and “jungle-hound", 

And “pitch him out the door”, 

But it's "Howdy, Jack, old-timer,” 

When you’ve got the price for more. 

Oh, tonight the boat is rocky 

And I ain’t got a bunk, 

Not a rare of cheering likker; 

Just a turkey full of junk, 

All I call my life’s possessions, 

Is just what I carry 'round, 

For I've blowed the rest on skid-roads, 

Of a hundred gyppo towns. 

And it's "lumberjack” and “timber-beast”, 

And “Give these Bums a ride", 

But it’s “Have one on the house, old boy," 

If you're stepping with the tide. 

And the chokers will be heavy, 

Just as heavy, just as cold. 

When the hooker gives the high-ball, 

And we start to dig for gold. 

And I'll cuss the siren skid-road, 

With its blatant, drunken tune, 

But then, of course, I’ll up and make 

Another trip next June. 



19$ HERMANOS 
“•ffHE HUMAN HERD, UNCONSCIOUS Of ITS RIGHT TO LIFE, I 
..-SENDS ITS BACK TO DEVELOP BY ITS TOIL FOR OTHERS 
THIS EARTH,WHICH MATURE HAS PLACED AT ITS OWN 
SERVICE" y 

®SY*311 -oCS 

IN 1706 THEV WERE THE FIRST TO CALL FOR THE OVERTHROW OF 
THE DIAZ DICTATORSHIP, IH THEIR MEWSPAPER"RE&EHERAO0'N'.' 

WITH THESE STIRRING WORDS,THE MA60N BROTHERS ATTACKED 
THE SLAME-UKE CONDITIONS OP THE MEXICAN LABORING CLASSES. 

min tint! until »mi _ 
THEY WERE SOON FORCED TO FLEE TO THE li 
UNITED STATES/THEN TO CANADA. BUT EVEN THERE THEY WERE 
NOT 5AFE FROM THE LONG ARM OF THE DIAZ DICTATORSHIP. 

SEIZING THE OPPORTUNITY, MAG0N1STAS WITH AMERICAN 
SUPPORTERS FROM THE I.W.W. LAUNCHED AN INVASION FROM 
SAN DIEGO. 



BUT SOON REPORTS BEGAN TO FILTER 

BACK OF TENSIONS AND EVEN VIOLENCE 
BETWEEN TViE^NSURGENTS \)LJg| 

MONEY WAS COLLECTED FOP ARMS 
AND AMMUNITION THAT SEEMED 
TO SELDOM MATERIALIZE .THE 
INSURGENTS LIVED OFF THE 
LAND, COLLECTING TAXES FROM 
LOCAL LANDHOLDERS AND EVEN 
5ELUNG SPENT CARTRIDGE CASINGS 
AND PICTURE POSTCARDS OF 
REVOLUTIONARIES (TO TOURISTS. 
IN DESPERATION,SOME LEADERS 
OPENED UP NEGOTIATIONS WITH 
BUSINESS OPERATORS TO OPEN 
UP A''GAMBLING REPUBLIC* 
WHEN THIS WAS PUT TO A VOTE 
AMONG THE RANK AND FILE, IT 
WAS OVERWHELMINGLY REJECTED. 
BUT THIS WAS USED TO PORTRAY 
THE INSURRECTION AS AN AMERICAN 
ATTEMPT TO ANNEX BAJA CALIFORNIA 

WEAKENED BT THESE FACTORS £= 
THE REVOLUTIONARIES COOLD NOT RESIST 
THE ONSLAUGHT OF THE NEW GOVERNMENT. 
THE AMERICANS WENT BACK ACROSS THE 
BORDER THE MEXICANS FADED INTO THE HILLS, 

IN LOS ANGELES, 
’ CONSPIRACY CHARGES 

WERE FILED AGAINST RICARDO AND 
ENRIQUE BASED ON "AN UNLAWFUL MEETING OF 

_ THE MINDS'.'DEMONSTRATIONS BY THE f.W.W. AND OTHERS COOLD 
NOT KEEP THE BROTHERS FROM 5ERVING IS MONTHS IN JAIL .THEN 

IN AUGUST IYl$, ENRIQUE AND RICARDO WERE SENT TO PRISON FOR 
POLITICAL ARTICLES 1N‘ REGEUERAGON"THAT WERE DEEMED OBSCENE .THE 
GOVERNMENTS REFUSAL TO GIVE RICARDO MEDICINE FOR HIS DIABETES MADE IT 
A DEATH SENTENCE .ON NOVEMBER Z2JTZ2 HE WAS FOUND DEAD IN HIS CELL 

HE WAS RETURNED TO HIS m 
HOMELAND .IN MEXICO CITY, HIS CASKET WAS 
GREETED BY HUGE CROWDSTHERE HE JOINED 
THE PANTHEON OF REVOLUTIONARY HEROES. 





There are few verifiable facts about the life of Joe Hill other than his birth, death, and 
the voice his songs gave to the IWW and the labor movement for generations to come. 
He survives as folk tales and legends do - in stories, recollections, and in his songs. 

Joel Emmanuel Haggelund was born on October 7, 1879 in Gavle, Sweden. He was one 
of 8 children - only 6 would survive childhood. 



The Haggelunds were a poor but musically and artistically rich family. 
Margareta and Olaf Haggelund sang with their children and taught them 
to play the organ that Olaf built, as well as many other instruments. 
Joel's favorite was the violin. 

Olaf was a conductor 
on the Gavle-Dala 
Railroad - he died 
when Joel was 8, 
after being injured 
at work. 



After the death of their father, 
the children went to work to 
support the family. Joel first 
worked in a rope factory, and 
when he was older as a 
fireman on a steam crane. 

In his teens he was diagnosed with skin and joint 
tuberculosis. The treatment of massive doses of 
x - rays and many skin grafts left him with scars 
on his face and neck. 

After Margareta died in 1902, the house was sold 
and the children went their separate ways... A fireman kept the engine's fire alive! 



Joel and his brother Paul sailed to America. 
They came to New York with hundreds of other 
immigrants chasing the American dream. 

Their first experiences here were anything but a dream - in 
Paul's words they "lived like dogs". Joel worked as a porter, 
played piano, and cleaned spittoons on the Bowery. 



He traveled across America doing all kinds of jobs: mechanic, longshoreman, machinist, logger - he 
mastered as many trades as musical instruments. He also stayed up late writing what he called "scribbles" - 
poems, songs, and cartoons 

He saw the country from an open boxcar - Joel was a gifted trainhopper, which was a potentially deadly 
way to travel. He was a gentleman hobo who caught trains in a blue serge suit, white shirt, tie, and his 
famous hat. He was known to all as a kind and generous man, and a little shy. 
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In 1910, disillusioned with long hour, low paying, dangerous jobs and angered at the treatment he and his 
fellow workers endured, he joined the IWW while working the docks in San Pedro, California. He used his 
gift as a songwriter to unify this diverse group that was also known as the "Wobblies". His presence was 
reported at strikes everywhere from Canada to Hawaii, and at the famous Free Speech fights of the IWW. 
He was even said to have fought in the Mexican Revolution. 

Not much is known of his life in America prior to 
1910. He was definitely in San Francisco in 1906 - 
he sent an eyewitness account of the great 
Earthquake to his hometown newspaper in Gavle. 

Around 1908, Joel Haggelund became Josef 
Hillstrom, shortened to Joe Hill. 

Some say it was to escape the law, others say it 
was because he was blacklisted after organizing 
other workers in a Chicago machine shop. 



"Long Haired Preachers", also 
known as "Pie in the Sky", was 
one of his most popular, about 
religion's misguided solutions 
to poverty and unemployment. 

Said Joe... 

His songs caught on with the Wobs; he wrote parodies of idealistic hymns and popular songs of the day. 
They were an effective way for a group of people who very often did not speak the same language (the 
IWW had a large immigrant population) to speak with one voice: 

"A pamphlet is read once and thrown out 

In 'Tramp", God and the Devil 
alike reject a hobo who finally 
had the good fortune to die. 

"Casey Jones the Union Scab" 
is the story of a strikebreaking 
engineer who gets rerouted 
to hell... 



"We've got you now!" 

The doctor who treated him reported this to the police, and a 
few days later Joe was arrested. He was shot through the hand 

.'during the arrest, while reaching across his bed for his coat. 

Joe eventually found himself 
in Utah. It was here that being 
in the wrong place at the 
wrong time would cost him his 
life. • 

On January 10, 1914, John 
Morrison, a local grocer, and 
his son Arling were gunned 
down by two men as they were 
closing up for the night. 

Police originally thought it a 
revenge crime, for nothing 
was stolen, and one of the 
men declared : 

Arling managed to shoot 
the killer before he fell. 
Amazingly, that same night 
Joe was shot clean through 
the chest in what he said was 
an argument over a woman. 



There were other suspects - John Morrison was once a policeman, and had recently said to his wife that 
he feared retribution from two men he sent to prison some years earlier. These men were never found. 
There was also another man that Morrison jailed - recently released and seen in the area the night 
of the murder. The police first thought Joe was this man when they arrested him. 

The prosecuting attorney said that he would rely on circumstantial evidence. Indeed, there was no 
motive, no murder weapon, and the best any witness could say was that Joe resembled the killer in 
height and build, or in general appearance. No one positively identified him. 

WOB 

The climate in Salt Lake City, Utah for a man like Joe Hill - an immigrant, hobo, transient worker, 
and especially a Wobbly - was not friendly. He was considered an enemy of the companies whose 
wealth was created by the mining industry that thrived in Utah. He was described in court as a 
parasite and an undesirable, and presented to the jury as a hardened criminal, when in reality he 
had only been arrested once for vagrancy. But the biggest obstacle for the defense was his refusal 
to provide the details of his alibi. He did not want the reputation of the woman to suffer, and 
remained silent. He was found guilty of murder and sentenced to death. 
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There was international protest of his sentence. 
Wobbly Elizabeth Gurley -Flynn corresponded 
with Joe constantly, and was a fierce advocate 
for his freedom. Over ten thousand letters from 
across the country poured into Utah Governor 
William Spry's office. President Wilson, Helen 
Keller, and Swedish Minister Ekengren all 
pleaded for Joe's life, but were rejected. 

Joe wrote out his last will in his prison cell: 

TOy Uas+ Will 

WyV/i )( \S id.tr 

For is notkf r oUvi^U 

Kin. nee4. \o 4wss mo<ia 

T^oSs lot5 not cti'rvj* \o Yo\lir^ stone 

Myfco^OfvJ-Tf X co,U cUse 

X t<> jt rMuce 

U-f tWZrry Ur«CX(»S (>lo^ 

F\y + e> wkerc SoMf flow*^ ^row 

F^rh^s f 

WtfMU coT^e to \il'.f£ <M^ £1*,^ ajtU^ 

~T^'S lk-MT Ust^4 Ftn^lWill.- 
^**4 tucK to yew 

Joe Hi'U 

w 
At dawn on November 19, 1,915, Joe Hill was put 
before a firing squad in the*yard of the Utah 
State Prison, blindfolded with a paper heart 
pinned to his chest. His last word was a shout: 

"FIRE!" 
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funeral in Chicago. The streets and rooftops were crowded with mourners. Eulogies for this 
Citizen of the World" were read in nine languages, and his songs were sung until dark 

Joe took care to ask Wobbly leader Big Bill Haywood to take him out of Utah to be cremated: 
"I don't want to be caught dead in Utah." he wrote to Haywood...30,000 people attended his 

Joe's ashes were put into hundreds of envelopes and scattered in each of the United States 
(except Utah) and in countries all over the world, except for one envelope. It was confiscated by 
a postmaster and kept in the national archives of the Post Office. It was found in 1988 - the ashes 
were returned to the IWW, but the Post Office kept the envelope. 



Joe Hill's childhood home in Sweden is now a museum - The Joe Hill House. There is also 
a garden, and a monument to Joe not far from the house. Despite 2 bombings by local 
fascists and having it's windows smashed out, it's still standing. After 100 years, Joe Hill is 
still pissing off the right (wing) people! 

Today Salt Lake City is home to the Joe Hill House of Hospitality. The State of Utah now 
says that under their present law, Joe Hill would never have been executed on the evidence 
presented at his trial. 
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REPRESSION, MARTYRDOM, 
GENERAL STRIKES 

The Brotherhood of Timber Workers (BTW) might be taken, as well as any, as the 

bright promise of the IWW crushed underfoot It was extraordinary as an interracial 

union in the South, made up mostly of lumberjacks and sawmill workers in the 

Louisiana/Texas Piney Woods region being logged out by the big companies. 

Legendary southern-born poet and agitator-editor Covington Hall quickly transformed 

the rudimentary and mostly secret BTW into a Wobbly movement. Officially adopting 

the principles of the IWW, the BTW invited full membership rights to women and 

nonwhites (including a scattering of Mexicans and Indians), and set out to organize 

the mill towns one by one. During a series of strikes in 1912-13, it expanded to as 

many as 20,000 members; then strikebreakers, official and private police rushed in to 

crush the organization. Violent strikes led to an intensive legal-defense campaign for 

Wobs framed and put on trial. The BTW struggled on for years but never recovered. 
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The railroading of Wobbly leaders into federal prisons for long sentences on a 

variety of charges, the sudden growth of the AFL and independent unions, sometimes 

recruiting former Wobblies as organizers, combined with the appeal of the new 

American Communist movement, proved all too daunting. Prosecutorial charges of 

"criminal syndicalism" mystified later generations of radicals (as well as civil liber¬ 

tarians) and were scarcely understood among most of the defendants. During the 

McCarthy Era decades lateip communists (by their nature wholly opposed to Wobbly 

or anarchist doctrines) were still being arrested on such creaky statutes. Actress 

Lucille Ball, facing a House Un-American Activities Committee investigating her past 

sympathies with communists, was thus quizzed on criminal syndicalism and could 

honestly respond that she had never heard of it. "Syndicalism," a term popular in 

France and Italy, and also among some activists in Britain, Germany, and elsewhere, 

had always been closer to doctrinaire anarchism than the IWW, and sometimes linked 

to individual acts of violence (rather than a mostly passive sabotage, "accidental" 

malfunctioning of machines, or just a waitress talking against the food of the 

restaurant). Those calling themselves syndicalists in the US were mostly competitors 

to the IWW, urging affiliation of radicals with the mainstream AFL, "boring from 

within" to achieve their aims by winning over craft-union members. The charge, 

however was never intended by prosecutors to be precise in any case. Like the insis¬ 

tence that Wobblies rather than scabs, cops, and assorted thugs had started rough 

stuff on and around the picket line, "criminal syndicalism" was a convenient label. 

The Espionage Acts offered another legalization of outright repression. Enacted 

in 1917, the Selective Service Act necessarily offered a virtually open definition of 

what might be deemed to constitute espionage, inasmuch as socialists and Wobblies 

had no more sympathy for the German Kaiser than the British King or other symbolic 

nationalisms in the the First World War The laws governing the naturalization of the 

foreign-born, altered after the assassination of President McKinley (by a native-born 
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anarchist, son of an immigrant), began to be applied against Wobbly-noncitizens 

seeking citizenship as early as 1912, soon making it all but impossible for sworn 

members to naturalize. Meanwhile, Congress and the President (for the moment 

in a liberal, civil-libertarian mood) debated the merits of further repressive legis¬ 

lation against those who damaged or endangered property. By 1918, federal troops 

broke up Wobbly picket lines in Arizona by declaring the production of copper to 

be a “war utility," making those hindering production thus liable to prosecution under 

the new Sabotage Act. The US State Department and Bureau of Immigration had 

also set themselves upon yet another distinct rationale of repression. By the time 

the US had entered the war, immigration officials had been given far more latitude 

in deciding who to deport and under what conditions. The Immigration Act of 1918 

was designed specifically to remove from radical aliens any rights of Constitutional 

protection. For the first time in US history, guilt of association or belief became a 

deportable offense. Even before the law was enacted, the Bureau began to plan the 

deportation ofWobblies by its own standards, in ways eerily familiar to today’s civil 

libertarians: membership, sympathy, financial support or even implied agreement 

with IWW aims could be used. Faced with initial defeats in the courts, the Bureau 

secretly devised new standards, and these would be upheld. Any alien known to 

support the IWW, a perfectly legal organization, could nevertheless be held and 

deported. The Labor Department, the Attorney General, and the highest circles 

around the President could join with company officials, sheriff's agents, and paid 

thugs to attack Wobs most anywhere, but especially in the northwest, where so 

many loggers swore loyalty to the movement. The foreign-born would not even be 

allowed legal counsel, setting a further precedent for future methods of illegal 

repression. 

During the uprisings of 1919, amid massive May Day parades, a General Strike 

in Seattle, and solidarity actions to prevent war goods being shipped to counter- 
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revolutionary forces in embattled Russia, it nevertheless seemed for an extended 

moment that persecution only deepened the class struggle. Then it was over Within 

a yean the young Communist movement had nearly destroyed itself (with consid¬ 

erable help from police agents), along with the Socialist Party, in a round of wild 

factionalism, seeking the perfect revolutionary formula while real radicals faced 

immediate problems. 

A 





Unmoored from slavery ?n the 
af+cfwa+^i of the Civil War, 

African-Americans begun to migrate 
rjor+.'i and west in great numbers 

in an attempt +o 
get out from under 

a painful history and to wake far 
from the shadow of the 

cotton fields and slave camps, 
establishing communities and 

playing important roles in many 
industries wherever they went. 



(Frederick Oouglass, eminent black atojitionirt and former slave).... 
"The hostility between the whites and blacks is easily explained* 
It has its root and sap in the relation of slavery that was incited 
on both sides by the cunning of the slave masters. Those masters 
secured their ascendancy over the poor whites and the blacks tv 

putting eniviity between them. 

They divided both to conquer each...” 
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White resentment of competition from black worker* 
erupted Into conflict* and Tnterco«v»rv>ona( conflict* 

In time* of economic and social crises. 
In the Oraft Riots of dS63 In hiew 'forfc first a 
and second generation /ri*h Immigrant mot* 

swept through AfrIcan*American neighborhood* 
rioting and lynching Inflated at belns called to 

serve In the Civil War to discipline the 
slave-holdlng South while facing 

competition from free black workers at home. 
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“Colored Workers of America, Why You Should 
Join the I.W.W...” 

As Abraham Lincoln has said} 

‘The strongest bond that should bind man to 
man in human society is that between the 

working people of all races and all nations.” 

When the IWW through this form of If/DOSTRIAL WIOHIStA 
has become powerful enough, It will institute an 

Ihl&USJRIAL COMMOhAVfAtTW; It will en</ slavery and oppres¬ 
sion forever and In its place will he a world where there 
will he no poverty and want amon.? those who feed and 
clothe and house the world; a world where the words 
‘master’ and ‘slave’ shall he forgotten; a world where 

peace and happiness shall reign and where the children 
of men shall live as brothers In a world-wide 

INDUSTRIAL bfMOCRACY...” 
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In the (umber camps of Louisiana, Texas and Arkansas, 
amongst the yellow pine forests and the swampy stands 
of f>a(d cypress that flourished In the remote southern 4^'"' 

bayous, conditions were similar to those in the camps at t-f-bg? 
the base of the towering redwoods out west, 

iow pay, poor food, crowded and unsanitary living 
conditions, company stores, no safety standards at mills, 

and workers who toiled isolated from society and 
vulnerable to the demands of employers. &M? 
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In response the Southern Lumper 
Operator's Association c(osed Mills 

across Louisiana? forcing the 
Industry to a standstill. Sheriffs 
prohibited Multi-racial Meetings, 

workers were driven out of camps, 
racial appeals were made to 

separate white and blacfc 
workers.... 



‘There is not a nisger 
in the Onion." 

7 won t Join the •, 
Forest anil Lumber Workers Union... *. 

".because it takes in niters!” 
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Aton,? the wharves and piers of the 
Eastern Seaboard there was a long 

tradition of African-American labor and 
oryanizin.?. One of the first successful 

African-American labor organizations was 
the longshoremen's Protective Onion 

Association formed in 18b7 in 
Charleston, Sooth Carolina. 

SttH* In 1913 longshoremen in Philadelphia; 
strocfc to improve their wage and \ 

iSS^S? establish collective bargain in.? with V, 
- their anti-union employers. Wooed by ,\Vi 

■£> *he IWW and the International I ■ 
longshoremen’s Association? the !’j 

workers voted to become local 8 of lift 
00^0, the Marine Transport Workers’ Union mi 

Me IWW. establishing the most yA 
powerful ma/ority black and block-led/! 

ggjpsiS, onion of the era. 

| |p| 

The membership was molti-ethnic and 
multilingual, over half of the fOOO 
members were blacfc and the rest a 

polygot Stew of Poles, 
Lithuanians and la tin Americans. i 

Local s membership would mingle In their' 
best clothes, singing songs and eating 
barbecued chfcfcen and potato salad, a 

most unusual jatherin? at the time. 
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Ben Fletcher's arrest in 1918, as part of a mass arrest of the /WW leadership 
on charges of encouraging draft resistance, conducting illegal strikes and 

violating the Espionage Act of 1917» was a Mow to the membership of Local 8. 
He was the only black face amongst the sea of 101 defendants who faced 

serious charges In the Chicago courts* After a trial that was the bigsest mass 
trial In OS history, theyud^e handed down harsh sentences ran^Inj from 10 to 
25 years to (ife. With a hitter joke Fletcher remarked to hIs co-defendants... 

~.”Judge Landis Is uslnj poor English today. His sentences are too lon^*” 

Ben Fletcher was born In Philadelphia In 1890. He had a open and generous 
face and the few surviving pictures of him Invariably show a warn, smile. 
iitt(e Is known of his (Ife prior to 1911 when he first became known as a 
dockworker and local organizer for the /WW. When Local 8 was formed he 

became part of the leadershp of the union, a prominent African-American who 
staunchly advocated wor(c!n^-c(ass solidarity over ethnic and racial rivalry. 

A local African Methodist minister remarked ‘the /WW at (east protects the 
colored man, which Is more than I can say for the laws of this country.’ 



The IWW pioneered tactics in the 
labor strokes of Philadelphia, Paterson and 
Lawrence that were used by the AFL and 

otter mainstream (af>or organizations 
and tte approach of industrial unionism 
was later adopted tv tte Congress of 
Industrial Organizations (CIO), which 

effectively organized tte steel and auto 
industries in tfe face of 

mighty resistance. 

T dreamed ‘1 saw joe dill 
last nig fit, 

'Alive as you or me 

Says 7 “‘But joe, you're ten years 
dead, ”1 

“7 never died," says he 

"7 never died, "says he 

"joe ififl ain’t dead, ” 

he says to me, 

"joe ififl ain't never died. 

“Where working men are 
out on strike 

joe dill is at their side 

joe dill is at their side.... ” 

Paul Roteson, African-American actor, singer and political activist sans; 
tte Ballad of Joe Hill in the 19S0’s, JO years after the death of the 
revolutionary troubadour of tte IWW at tte tands of the authorises 

of Utah. Roteson was a tnlliant attlete, actor and performer wto had 
critical success in the United States and Europe. Profoundly disturted 
tv tte realities of racist* and social and economic injustice, he risked 

blacklist and tte deatt of his career by using his prominence to 
promote tte perennial aspiration of the IWW: 







Frank became known as one of the IWW's most fearless activists, 
and was elected to the General Executive Board in 1914. 

1 ^ He also became the prime target of company violence. 

Frank was kidnapped repeatedly- as he was 
during the Dock Worker's Strike in Duluth MN in 1913. 

He was held in an abandoned farmhouse for days 
before being rescued by his fellow workers. 

He gave a speech that same day. 

In 1916, while Frank was in Michigan 
fjT TV, raising funds for striking ore miners on the 

Mesabi Range, he was abducted by company thugs 
( and lawmen, taken to jail, beaten and 
If threatened with lynching. When he refused 

to reveal the names of the strike leaders, 
he was beaten unconscious and left in a ditch 

with a noose around his neck 35 miles from town. 

But Frank's spirit would not be broken. 
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The greatest battle of Frank's life ^ / 
was his opposition to World War 1, x L 
and all the war profiteering and \ 
exploitation that came with it. ^ _ 

By 1916 there were nearly 10 million casualties in the trenches of Europe, 
and American Industry was ready to join in the bloodshed. I 

He wrote Bill Haywood: "What in Hell are we going to do? 
Lay down like a pack of curs and let them force us to war? 
I for one say no! If we fight we fight for freedom. Now is the time to take a stand!" 
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The IWW had been adamantly opposed to war since 
the beginning, but with the climate of fanatical 
patriotism sweeping the nation, open opposition to 
the draft was a risk many in the union did not want to take. 

An emergency session of the General Executive Board was called in July of 1917 
to decide the IWW's stand on the draft. Frank Little was now chairman of the board. 
He arrived on crutches, his ankle broken in Arizona while trying to organize 
the striking miners of Bisbee. He had an untreated double rupture from being jumped 
on by a gunman in El Paso. Combined with his rheumatism, Frank was in a lot of pain. 

The board argued for three days, 
but Frank refused to compromise his stand on the war. 
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In the early hours of August 1,1917, six masked men ' I 
broke into Frank Little's hotel room. He was dragged out of bed 
in nothing but a suit of under clothes to a waiting car. 

Frank's body was found hours later, hanging from a railroad trestle 

The Strike Bulletin said that "Every man, woman and child in this country 
knows that company agents perpetrated this foulest of all crimes!" 
but no one was ever brought to justice for Frank Little's brutal murder. 
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mf 4 = The coroner found that 
' he had been savagely beaten and 

dragged behind the car until his kneecaps 
had nearly been scraped off. The cast on 

his right leg was smashed to pieces. A note was 
pinned to the rags of his underwear: 3+7-77 

were the dimensions of a Montana grave. 

It was rumored that the Pinkerton Detective 
Agency or the members of the Butte police 

were responsible. It was also rumored that Frank's 
fellow miners got a little vigilante justice 

of their own against his killers... 
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The General Executive Board of the I.W.W. in session assembled, 

reaffirm with unfaltering determination the un-alterable opposition 

of the Industrial Workers of the World and its membership to all wars, 

and the participation therein of the membership of the Industrial Workers of the World. 

"In this mad chaos of bloodshed and slaughter that has engulfed the world, 

all the rights we have fought so long and bitterly to retain and enlarge, 

are in danger of being crushed and suppressed by the ruthless powers of Capitalism, 

therefore it behooves the membership of the I.W.W. to lock well to their rights, and 

to battle for their principles with intensified vigor and courage. 

We must not allow the masters of industry, under the cloak of ’military expediency’ 

or the subtle and hypocritical lie of this being a ’War for Democracy’ to destroy every 

vestige of our organization, to stifle the voice of the workers, to crush the 

working-class press, by abrogating the rights of Free Speech, Free Press 

and Free Assemblage, as they are now doing on every hand, these tyrannical acts 

and usurpation of power, we cannot and shall not tolerate without protest and 

resistance by all methods within our power, we must let these tyrants understand 

that they cannot fool us with their ’War for Democracy’ lies, 

by destroying Democracy here." 

"We wish to serve notice on our Capitalist masters, that we are just as bitterly opposed 

to their wars of commercialism, today, as we ever were, and our refusal to endorse of 

participate in their wars is just as firm to day, as it ever was, and that we will resent with 

all power at our command any attempt upon their part, to compel us — the disinherited, 

to participate in a war, that can only bring in its wake death and untold misery, privation 

and suffering to millions of workers, and only serve to further rivet the 

chains of slavery on our necks, and render still more secure the 

power of the few to control the destinies of the many." 

-Excerpts from the 1916 

Statement of the General Executive Board of the I.W.W. on War. 



I left work and ran home only to find my wife 
and ehild terrorized and the plaee in shambles... 

We weren't the only ones hit. From the l\\ W 
Chicago headquarters to the homes of members 

across the country, the hammer had come down... 

© 2OOH 
PETER KUPER 



kA few weeks later, on September 26th 
charges against IWW members 

were announced. 
You could cut the 

tension with a knife 
as we waited 
at Wobbly 

headquarters 
for the 

federal agents 
to come 

for us... 
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w. George 
I Andreytchine 

W'"Tnjn They handcuffed 
us in pairs 

and to provide 
a photo-op for 

the newspapers * 

we were driven A'A't, 
to jail by 

debutantes!* 

*1 didn't dream this fact up! 
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In a 
packed 

courtroom 

over 100 

Wobblies stood 

accused of a 

ridiculous 

10,000 

crimes—each! 

W hen Judge 

Landis smiled, 

I knew this 

April Fool's joke 

would be on us. 

At last my big moment 
arrived to take the 

witness stand. 
I planned to 

explain the history 
of our movement to 
this judge and jury. 

I wanted to tell them 
and the world about 
our fight against the 
unfair exploitation of 

workers... 

I wanted to tell them about the capitalist 

war machine that destroyed millions of 

innocent lives solely to line the 

pockets of the rich and powerful. 

But after all the stress and strain id' the 

whole ordeal, the words escaped me... 

THAT 
is, we... 

* WHAT X 
MEAN to 
SAY »S*~4 

^MR. BLOCK] 



And on my 31st birthday, 
the judge handed down 

the sentences... 

Just before they led 
me off in handeuffs, 

w ords f i nail y 
eame to me... 



THE SCAM part is, 
OUR COUNTRY IS READ ED 
IN THAT SAME DIRECTION] 

AGAIN/ JUST DRAINING A 
COMIC STRIP LIRE THIS 

MAY SOON BE CONSIDERED AN 
act of Hremrreason.'] 

■ > I COUtP WIND UP BEHIND 
IlV BARS just FOR— 

,yes... 
Scary,.. 
ZZli; 



Mourn Not The Dead 
" Mourn not the dead in that cool earth lie 

^ Dust unto dust 
x The calm, sweet earth that mothers all who die 

As all men must: 

Mourn not your captive comrades who must dwell 
Too strong to strive 

Each in his steel-bound coffin of a cell, 

^une(^ a^ve; 

But rather mourn the apathetic throng 
cowe^ and meek 

Who see the world's great anguish 
, and its wrong 

. And dare not sneak!" %?-- And dare not speak!" 

- Ralph Chaplin, 

mm ^ 







As was the fate of hundreds of IWW men and women, 
who were imprisoned for "Criminal Syndicalism" and their open opposition 
to the war that began all wars, World War 1. 

10 IWW's were locked inside 
pie cut revolving drum" without windows. 

For punishment they were put in a 
pitch-black room in the basement 

of the jail without food or bedding. 
They were beaten and left 

Hlk bleeding by the guards. 
Most became ill. 

Many died of tuberculosis. 
Many more went insane. 











Punishment for these strikes and outbursts was incarceration in 
"The Island". This hell of high places was 
a bare steel cell with no heat or blankets, 
in the highest reaches of the prison. 



on the coal pile were taken to "The Hole" 
where under trained machine guns 
orderlies wearing baseball masks for 
protection beat them senseless with clubs 

"Prison rules were merciless 
regarding mutiny" wrote Chaplin. 

Any prisoners who went on strike were 
^ brutally beaten, forced under 

cold showers and thrown 
into solitary for days or weeks. 



Chaplin witnessed the torture of Mennonite conscientious objectors. A dozen of them 
refused to work because their beards were cut off and were not permitted to 

remove the buttons from their clothes, as their religious beliefs required. 
They were handcuffed to the bars of 

cell block B for more than two weeks. 

They had to stand on their toes 
to keep the cuffs from cutting into 
the flesh of their wrists. When they grew 

too tired to do this, "their fingers would swell, turn blue and crack open and blood 
would trickle down the upraised arms". From information leaked by the 

IWW prisoners and their defense committees, the new organization, the ACLU began to fight for reforms inside US prisons. 



IWW strikes in San Quentin were successful, 
as prisoners demanded better food and bedding. 
Work was stopped immediately if the guards 
beat any one of their colleagues. 

* * V But the IWW was in trouble on the outside. 
™ Money spent for the defense of the Wobbly prisoners 

was bankrupting the organization. Internal strife over 
continuing the campaign, as well as ideology, 

tore at the fabric of the Union. 
Several prominent IWW's were convinced to escape to the 

Soviet Union when they were released from Leavenworth on bail. 
They were promised that the bond money would be repaid 

to the IWW by the new Communist government. 
Bill Haywood was one of the nine who accepted their offer. 

|l|||^ The others returned to Hell's Forty Acres 
when the Supreme Court refused to hear their case. 

The lost $80,000 in bail was never reimbursed by the Soviets. 
But the drive for amnesty continued. Public opinion turned in favor of the 
political prisoners who were still being held even though the war was over, 

and most German prisoners of war had already been released. 





The Joint Amnesty Committee was 
formed in November 1921 by labor and 

religious organizations to appeal to President Harding. 
After much pressure, Harding allowed prisoners 

to apply for individual pardons- which again 
caused controversy and anger within the IWW. 

52 prisoners at Leavenworth signed 
the following petition: 

"We are not criminals and are not in prison because 
we committed crimes...we know that we are now 

in prison solely for exercising the Constitutional Right 
to Free Speech. If it is a crime to exercise 

the right for which our fathers laid down their lives, 
then we have no apology to offer." 
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Finally, by Christmas of 1923, 
amnesty had been granted to all IWW prisoners. 

They returned to a Union torn in half by the years of strife, 
betrayal and the rise of the Communist Party in the US. 





CLASS WAR IN CENTRALIA 

I'm Ray Becker, one of the eight Wobblies imprisoned 

as a consequence of the tragedy that occurred in 

Centralia, Washington on November II, 19 19. I spent 

more time in jail than any of my comrades. I was 

released in 1939, all of the other fellows got out in 1933 

or before. I didn’t want parole, I wanted a complete 

pardon. I knew that I was innocent. I didn’t kill anybody. 

I fired my revolver twice towards the gang of vigilantes 

who had just broken into the IWW hall, but I didn't 

hit anyone. I had armed myself in the mistaken belief 

that I could help avert the destruction of the central 

Wobbly office. 

I was born in Chicago in 1893, my dad was a minister 

and enrolled me in a seminary when I was seventeen. 

After less than a year I hopped a freight out to 

Washington and started in the logging camps. It was not 

much of a life: the work was brutal and conditions bad, 

but I joined the IWW early on, and the camaraderie 

that I found helped me understand the life of hypocrisy 

I had left behind. 

Demand for lumber increased dramatically with the 

onset of the war in Europe in 1914. The timber trusts 

were making huge profits by selling to both the Allies 

and the Germans. Production increased but wages did 



not. We organized to better our conditions, but what made bosses hate us was our opposition to war and 

especially our opposition to conscription. I was drafted in 1917 and refused to register I went to jail, and 

managed to escape for nearly a year until the police caught up to me in Spokane. I spent the rest of the war 

in prison, then went back to work in the timber stands of the Cascade Mountains. I ran into a couple of Wobs 

in 1919 who had just hopped a freight car from Centralia, and told me about the threat of a raid upon the 

Wobbly hall during the upcoming Armistice Day parade. I went right on down. 

The previous IWW office in Centralia had been raided after a Red Cross Day Parade in 1918, and the Wobs 

were not going to give up their new hall without a fight. Besides, Wobblies were being arrested and their meeting 

places broken up across the country: it was a fight for free speech and the right to organize, as the European 

war ended and the class war bubbled up at home. 

There were 300 men in the Centralia post of the American Legion, and the Chief of Police flatly refused to 

do anything about the threats. We knew that our only chance of defending the hall was by arms. I spent the 



night in the Wob hall, and met everyone who was going to be arrested or murdered. Wesley Everest had been 

arrested in Marshfield, near Coos Bay in Oregon, in 1915, dragged out of jail by vigilantes, made to kneel and 

kiss the flag, beaten and abused. He would never back down while he had a gun in his hand. 

The shooting started after the American Legion companies had marched past the Wob hall, leaving only 

Legionnaires and Wobs on the scene. I fired my pistol twice and was captured without a struggle. Everest ran 

into a pair of Legionnaires as he fled, and shot them both, then ran to the river which was too swollen with 

rain for him to swim, and hid behind a stump on the bank. The nephew of the biggest mill owner in Centralia 

approached him with an unloaded gun, demanding that he surrender and Everest dropped him with 

one shot. Then Everest was captured and kicked, dragged to jail with a belt around his neck. 



Everest was kidnapped alone from the cell of the jail; they castrated him, lynched him from a bridge over the 

Chehalis River and shot his body full of holes. A National Guard unit came in from Tacoma to bring order. 

A milkman cut Everest's body from the bridge crossbar that his noose had been thrown over and left his bullet- 

riddled corpse in the mud on the banks of the Chehalis River all day. His body was thrown on the floor between 

our jail cells and left there through the night of the 12th until the morning of the I 3th, when the National Guard 

escorted us to a vacant lot to bury the body of our comrade in an unmarked grave. Wobs were rounded up 

by the dozens, anyone holding a Red Card. With Martial Law in the district, the outcome of the trial was 

inevitable. Myself and seven others were convicted of second-degree murder; and although the jury specifically 

asked for the most lenient sentence, the judge disregarded the request and sentenced all to 25^40 years. 

Lawyer Elmer Smith devoted the rest of his life to the Centralia prisoners, but without success in gaining 

justice. I refused parole and remained in prison until 1939, when my remaining sentence was commuted, just 

two days after famed labor martyrTom Mooney was released in San Francisco. A new war had started in Europe, 

and the war profiteers had lost interest in the victims of a long past, little understood, and furiously controversial 

class war in western Washington. 

Arthur Fonseca 



FELLOW WORKERS: 

WE ARE IN HERE FOR YOU; YOU ARE OUT THERE FOR US 
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FIVE 

BEYOND MARTYRDOM 

^Dfficial Wobbly historians have been at pains to demonstrate that the IWW did 

not die from the persecutions and the continuing Red Scare. Indeed, the Wobs' 

propaganda apparatus took on a new life during the 1920s, nearly a thousand oil 

workers were added to still more thousands of harvest workers holding steady, 

miners in the Canadian west drew close to the IWW, and above all the mostly 

African-American Marine Transport Workers (MTW) sank roots seaward from its 

Philadelphia base. 

But a calamitous split in the IWW developed over a concatenation of 

internal issues, including centralization of the organizational leadership. Although 

factions of coal miners in Colorado and Illinois showed sympathy for the 

IWW later in the decade, and a ghost version of the Wobs continued in 

Canada (mostly under a different name and sometime rival: the One Big 



214 WOBBLIES! 
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Union), the movement had definitely retreated into an educational/agitational 

framework. 

In this form it continued, notably in the distant North Country of the Midwest. 

One group of Finnish-born radicals had left the Socialist Party and joined the Wobblies 

in 1914, publishing Industrialistii (1915-75), with more than 20,000 readers at its 

height. The same group took over the Finnish-led Work People’s College, a labor 

school that taught radical ideas and skills, and kept it going for more than thirty years. 

Considerable numbers of these Wobblies actually went over to the Communist Party 

during the 1920s but many came back to Wobbly ideas after disillusionment with 

Moscow. Their dues and their loyalty did much to help the IWW keep going through 

lean times. 

Not so far from the North Country was Chicago and what locals called 

Ffobohemia. The Hobo College, the Dil Pickle, the weekly speak-outs in Bughouse 

Square and other activities showed a kind of radicalism that elsewhere could be 

found mostly on the fringes of the Communist movement, in mostly constricted 

form or in groups so obscure to the outside world so as to escape notice (like the 

Detroit-based Bulgarian Left comic theater). Other playful elements, like the 

Modikot puppet theater of communist-leaning Yiddishist speakers and the stirrings 

of folk music around the likes of Woody Guthrie, made a comeback for left- 

wing popular culture. By the later 1930s and 1940s, there were big audiences for 

left-wing performers. But the revolutionary temperament had meanwhile damped 

down: radicals and their friends expected less in a world suffering from the threat 

of fascism and from the grim collectivism of Stalin. 

It might almost be said that the IWW was surviving mainly in memory, as in the 

memories of older workers influencing the young in the wave of 1934 general 

strikes, the brief flourishing of assorted independent radical unions, the sit-down 

strikes of the next few years, and the early, vital era of the Congress of Industrial 
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Organizations. But that would not be entirely true due to one extraordinary 

development: the Mexican peasant uprising ofTarascans under Primo Tapia. Such 

events illustrated the continuing link of peasants and workers mostly ignored by 

Marxists, at their peril, and also a spirit of anarchism that had not been vanquished 

and would be seen more vividly again. 
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I WAS BORN IN 
|i narantia , Mexico 

IN IE8S, THROUGHOUT ; 
I MM MOUTH, r DRE&ME.P 
I OP GIVING THE LANP'S^K^ 
Lro MM PEOPLE. X PlClCEP 
UP the guitar AND 

| BEG AM SIEGING SONGS OF 
freepom. 

&ORED With RURAL LIFE 
lANP FRUSTRATED WITH the DoMIRAkn^ , 
ANP OPPRESSIVE ROLg. OF THE CATHOLl£ 
CHURCH, X LEFT NARANtA WHEN* 
r TURNED TWENTM-TWO. X TOLP 

I NO ONE I WAS LEAVING. THEM 
TOOK ME FOR DEAD. AS j RoDE 

[OM IN THE PARK, X WAS HAUNTED 

|BM VISIONS OF mM owM DEATH. 



WHO TAUGHT HE AGRfcRlAK 
AMaRCH«K, ENGLISH. 

X brtifT£C> To 

LOS &NGTLES' 7jt WHERE. I W^S 
/(ItAKEM IM SH LOS 

ANGELES iNCAR.Mfc.Tf 

THE FLORES 

,mag$n 
BROTHERS 

A NIP VAov/ We y\uST 

COR A REVO LUTlOkl F'ROfA 

BELOW I^E^ICO* 
'FIgHT .* 



RUT ^BEFORE X COVJLDlriGHT 

^ THE VS/0BBLI6S 
1 AMP I 

¥ SHARE T? A 
r sgt of 

PREAHSr^i^^! 

AMP OMDE B.ST4NP 

^v_- WH^T 

WORK 
AvMEfcMT. 

ANARCHISM, I' 

»MPEPeNDe^cel 
l EQuALITM I 
i AN P 

^workers' 1 
^RIGHTS I 

rCAME iNTO £ 
CONTACT vVl-rv\ <■' 

M&Ny FEUUOW Vr 

W/KRtiNJERD5 ANt> ^ 

Fo RG0> MY Future \ 
RevouuTioN^Ry 



When 

WAVs of ^ 

REPRESSION 

^mSET IN- 

riM IH\H i organist? I 
A5°0'MAK UNION 
JJftm A Sugar Beer 

*^REF»NERM IN 
S|1vNE&RASKA. 

between mbocan workersJ 

*Nfc ~=O«GMNt0 ttoH&GEMENl 

X WROTE TO HM MOtNe fc; 
. cAtfrCf^Ji, A^T^QJVlAJbbloC <^t <yci£*se<y£. • 

f0 ^<ry «♦*, ^a^cr^&tzs/ocltvo^ /r>y%*si> &n, s^o/l. 'is-ctyo&vQJ^ 

OK)£ op THE MkGCN 

BROTHERS WA£> 

LOCK^t) iNJMU ^ 

ANt> ik 

DURING MEXICO'S AGRARIAH REVOLT iN THE 1H20',S I WOULD ACT AS 

\ MEDIATOR between the government amp the people once again.! 
STAGING WOBBLE strips was DAWgeROUS IN irih: ANARCHISTS and 

communist-, were .^r^^Be^Kl.CAST^reP^Mftep 

4N0 TOdTORtO -to 

///Jjf 







Xn mo 
!Bec*M6 

[COMlSSlOMC^ 
OF 
TH6 

ItEAGVt 

OF AGRARIAN 

COKHUM iTies 

AK|P STRivei?" 
-TO OT^OANltE 

|TH6 EMTifiE 
".Z^CAPU 

kVACteM 
fa.E6lOA(. 

|v</e conti kIuep buiux>in\g stplength 
[LOCALLY. X HELPED THE WOMEN OR G* NICE, 

PEMlNI NS*. LEA GOE WAt FORMED 

1^1 

^_ , ___ 
'MeWoBBLIES HAO^*^TAUGKT METHATjl 

|organiz.iNg must Cur AcpoSS all Boundary 

-THE C©W*T»TOTIONAUST PRESIDENT CaRRANZAi 

iWHO ESTABLISHED A BASIS for. lamp "REFORM] 
^WAS ASSASSINATE? BH THR66 &EM&RAL 
kWHo immediately began FlGHTirJG AMoNG 
^THEMSELVES. THE BLOOpH FACTION AUSDI 

INMEXICO C,T!J^_. || 
kS?REAP INTO 0°^ 
State, 

THE BETRAYALS X WAS FORCED TO MAt££ FOR. OUR.. 

J.AMD LEFT AiE UJi'Cti MAN/*! SHcKISS. 

<v~\AFTER. 5 HEARS of BLOODSHED 
\>GENeRALCALIE$ PREVAILED 

A, 
it' 

ft 
^C7 G£&/ScAT/<W IVAS 

PASSED THAr leeruRA/EP A 

SJXEABLE "PORTION op* BLACKj 

Soil to our People. 
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AMP WENT TO see* HELP 



VAS ABIE TO GET AN ORDER "TO H*Vg, 
[the STOLE^CORN RETURNER 

rs-y 

^36 WAGON LOAPS 
"were brought BACK FRO^l 

CANTAB R\A 
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WHEREVER YOU FIND 
INJUSTICE, THE 

PROPER FORM OF 
POLITENESS IS ATTACK. 

T-BONE 
SLIM 



TOM SCRIBNER-.THE OLD WOBBLY OF SANTA CRUZ 

om Scribner was born in 1899 in Michigan’s Upper 

Peninsula, the Copper Country, the grandson of a Civil 

War veteran. Selling magazines to loggers as a boy, 

he was asked to get them copies of socialist and 

Wobbly publications. In 1914, he joined the IWW, while 

working as a "swamper" in the woods for Weyerhauser 

Seventy years later writing a never-published autobiography he 

remembered his branch successfully demanding blankets, clean 

sheets and showers, then finally the eight-hour day. By the 1920s, the 

Wobblies all but gone, Tom hit the skidroad, continuing on to odd jobs 

during the Depression, settling (sometimes) in Eureka, California, 

editing and writing frequently for the Wobblyesque Lumberjack News 

from Eureka in the late 1950s and early 1960s, his articles sometimes 

reprinted in the anarchist Vanguard, of New York. For a while in 

between he had been a Communist, but eventually left 

the Party, dissatisfied. From 1949 he was on his own. 

Publishing The Ripsaw News from Davenport, an industrial 

village near Santa Cruz, California, devoted to producing concrete, he was on 

the way to finding his final home: on the main street in Santa Cruz, playing the 

musical saw, getting tips from tourists and locals, talking Wobbly philosophy 

with anyone interested. He lived in a downtown hotel in Santa Cruz from 1968 

onward, and only a block away, and there he could be found most any day, until his death 

in 1982. A statue faithful to Tom remains, where he played and talked, in front of the town’s leading independent 

bookstore. He can be seen as a talking head in the film, Wobblies. 



urn <3«UNOAG€. COAS PERHAPS ONE OP tme r^oST INTERESTING GohEMIAMS "TO EMERGE. /N THETWENTIETH 

CJEATnjtt^TMcKJGW, CONSIDERING HiS AOCOf^Pu^MNENTTS AMONG tw= i_EAST ONCEilSTOCO OR APPRECIATED. 

iQfei,) G-CUMtUXGE OWNED A SAR T^AT WAS A(_So ONE cP THE (BASTIONS OP P«&E SPEECH IN THIS NAT1C*4, 

H£ cjaS A cSTHAT tENCOuRAGE/7 CP 0CUOnVDN»(3=lP^ OTHERWISE) AND A FACILITATOR OP IDEA EXCHANGING, 



\QQO) UJAS IN AN INSANE 

ASYLUM «N IDAHO CJUtftiE V-US PARENTS (OOftKEQ WHS 
r^TUeR WAS A -SOClAUST <j£-5QMCT! v\£ NEAdSWR°R/*\AN, 

-SUM LEFT SCHOOL AND Mont AND WENT HOGo/NS AT 

CJourtTEEM-. QiONG PTRiEGWT CARS, uivinG in HOOO 

31;n6uE£», AnO 53MCTME5 ^Aji_EO AS A JAGfiAtJT, 

ms 

l^J^^TESWj 0COMOAGE.3OIKieDT»e 
I‘Workers op the p (i. to.ui) I 
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J^OftKfNS CLASS AA^lCAf43, 

(h (Q22. SrunOAGE COOUNO UP IN CHICAGO 
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vtttACJOOSii) and HUNG our OJITU OTHB2. 
anarchists. Socialists^ communists 
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COHEN QCUMOAGE OPENED MlS 
COLLEGE OF COMPLEXES. HE 
OPENED rrro eNEftboNes 
3LA£XS,PEMINISCS,8=ATNI»C5 
ANARCHISTS, ORTHOOOX AND 
uNOrrrwooox maqxists#.* 
TH£ LW.W. HAO A l*VDBE 
OPEN COAb OF DEALING COITH 
TLWNGS "WAN THE REGOLAJR 

COMMUNIST PAT7TVJ -AND 
TVUrrlS *THE.toA*P 0RUNDAGE 
LIKED »T ANYONE COOLD 
.SPEAK AOOUT AN^rn4lNC. 



BEARDING THE LIONS 

These Two Beats 

The Men to Beat - 

BUI Smith and Joffre Ste^v ^ — 
art-the beats' choices for 

; President and Vice-President - 
haVe set up campaign hood- 

‘ 2.,l'ar, ers ln a sa|o°n at 515 N 
Uark. iy^ 

>■ w’r.e i.ca?.paie.n!ng.In lhe 

became fashionable — were 
nominated last week by 135 
delegates to the national con- 
vout.on 0/ the Beatnik Con¬ 
sensus party, held In a Green 
n-ich Village (New vvff. 

Losing the 1P6O c^srcQsmAj.electioms 
SftUNC&GE CREATED THE GESTNUC PARTV> 
AND ST A IQ&O COKJV/E>CmoN<N N0jJ*AOftK 
CiTVi CHOSE 30TH AtfTl- PRES^OeAJTVM- . 

ANTI* VICE, PRESIDENTIAL CAND (OATES, 

0 CHICAGO UJ/& HEMS, suU$ g.?, 

THE f3SITE'S R-ATFoRM WAS INFLUENCED 
: IT CALLED FcO THE AGOLlTlON 

G£= r*OhiE,^, GOtfzR^MEjJT AMO toorZkr, 

AEPEAL cF THE E6DGZAL NARCOTICS ACT 

ANO EXHORTED PFCPce, NOT TO vcrrE.- 

IN (QSQ-iqfeO TV»E college was at THE PEAK 
Cf ITS OoaudTid.a(3UNOAGE STARTED ANOTHER 

eeANCN CF THE COLLEGE. IN NEW^OttK GLTRIED 
ON5UC£SSF0UiA TO OPEN OF-IN SAN RiANCISCO. 



UT TM£ COLLEGE APPEALED TO &I TOO 
THREATEN IMG, APPAREMTLi^FOrt SOME 

Government OFFICIALS AMO IT COAS 
AQfcuPTLS* SHUTDOWN IN THE SPRINT? OP 
lQ64 TCR OW/NG ATOM oFMONE«4 IM 

u Sack taxes.TH»s,oesprrE xve fact 
4 THAT orunoage had always beba) 

1 ASSoQEO 9*4 AN IRS OP“IOALTHTTTH£' 

COLLEGES TAXES IOE3JE PAID. 

ITS QUITE POSSIBLE that SOME GROUP 

OF PEOPLE in the NATIONAL QOVEflN* 

mfkrr yiF/.T^ n 3ROKTQ4GE AS A THREAT 

TO NimONAL SEjCUP-CT^ 3ECA0SE. OP 

HlS CONNECTIONS Ojrm&=ATNIKCS. T£OS 

s. ANARCHISTS. CERTAINLY the NATIONAL 

RARANO<AcUAS RGNNikJG Wi<3H E-NlOUGH 

RoQ THIS. SENATOR MoCAfrm^ HAO 

SEEN AT THE HEIGHT OF HlS POWERS 

OUST A F£UO «4EARS 9EFo«E. 

> 

In ft?QM Bost/ouse SQUARE, 7b TLE Bear G&j&lBTioN 
EDITOR FRAN TUN ROSE MONT HAS COLLECTED 

Some cc tve writings op grunoage coho WAS 
AN AS PIPING R_AifcO(?lGwr AMO NCVEuSt; HECC^S 

NOTWAvEa WIGHPALUTlN' STV5LE: GUT MLS 

SENSE or HUMOR IS EUER4WWE/2E E.VICENT AS 

iS HkS GENU/ME. HUMANtTAfijANISM. READERS 

to HO AC3E INTERESTED IN RADICAL POuTICS IN THE 

OS.A. ppcmiQiO-iQ70 coillOEFinitel^ Find 

much of INTEREST IN eRUWOAGE'S (ORTTTNG-. 



IT WAS EDITED BY WOBS IN THEIR EARLY 20'S, BUT 
OLD-TIMERS FRED THOMPSON, THE IWW'S OWN 
HISTORIAN, AND JACK SHERIDAN, ITS TOP 
SOAPBOXER, ALSO TOOK PART. BEAMED AT THE 
YOUNS, OLDSTERS LIKED IT TOO.' 

r THE REBEL 
WORKER IS NOT 

ONLY DAMN GOOD 
IT'S EXCELLENT.'* 

*GUY B. ASKEW (SKIDROAD SUM) 
JOINED THE IWW IN 1G17. 

THE REBEL WORKER RAN ARTICLES ON YOUTH REVOLT, ROCK 
•N’ ROLL, FREE JAZZ, URBAN INSURRECTION, HUMOR, THE CRI¬ 
TIQUE OF WORK S DAILY UFE AND ALSO REVIVED INTEREST IN 
THE NEGLECTED WORKS OF THE PAST. 

THE MAGAZINE INTRODUCED U.S. READERS TO A BROAD RANGE OF 
REVOLUTIONARY THEORY, INCLUDING THE WORK OF CORNELIUS CASTORIADIS (PAUL 
CARDAN), C.L.R. JAMES AND MANY LITTLE-KNOWN MARXISTS, ANARCHISTS, 
SYNDICALISTS AND SURREALISTS' 

HEY, THIS 
ONE DATES FROM 

1883 AND IT'S STILL 
REALLY COOL.' 

•■WCIUMS ..imUcaiisis l tituauonhiT 

... ' • - 

■ ■ Thexkht 
to Be Lazy 

' by Paul LaFargue 

IT SEEMS TO 
HAVE BEEN THE 

FIRST 
IN THE U.S. TO 
PROMOTE THE 

SITUATIONISTS. 

YEAH, BUT 
SOMEHOW IT 

OVERLOOKED THE 

SOMNAMBULISTS 
AND THE 

VENTRILOQUISTS! 



YEAH, AND A 
1956 ZUNPAPP 

MOTORCYCLE 
IN THE 

MIDDLE OF THE 
FLOOR.' 

Parsons 

MOST OF ITS LARSE STOCK OF USED 
BOOKS CAME FROM THE IWW WORK 
PEOPLE'S COLLEGE IN DULUTH, 
CHICASO'S IWW LIBRARY, PLUS 
SEVERAL ITALIAN & SPANISH 
LANGUAGE ANARCHIST GROUPS. 

THE REBEL WORKER GROUP ALSO OPENED 
THE STOREFRONT SOLIPARITY 
BOOKSHOP A FEW BLOCKS FROM THE 
CHICAGO WOBBLY HALL. 

LIKE WOW! A 
CANOE ON THE 

CEILING! 

Lucy E. 

SOLIPARITY ALSO SOLD USED COMICS. AT LEAST ONE 
YOUNG COLLECTOR LATER PAID HIS COLLEGE TUITION WITH 
MONEY HE MADE SELLING COMICS HE BOUGHT AT 
SOLIPARITY. 

SOLI PARITY'S SPECIALITY, HOWEVER, WAS CONTEMPO¬ 
RARY REVOLUTIONARY LITERATURE FROM ALL OVER... 

AN FBI REPORT FOUND SOLIPARITY CHIEFLY NOTABLE 
FOR ITS "CONSTANT COMINGS AND GOINGS OF YOUNG 
PEOPLE OF ALL SEXES AND RACES, AT ALL HOURS OF THE 
DAY AND NIGHT." 

SO DOES 
THE AIR AROUND 

HERE! THESE 
FARMS REEK OF 

PESTICIDE! 50 CENTS AN 
HOUR?! THESE 
WAGES STINK! 

THE REBEL WORKER GROUP WAS CLOSE TO THE REVOLUTIONARY 
YOUTH MOVEMENT ZENGAKUREN IN JAPAN, THE DUTCH PROVOS, 
LONDON SOLIDARITY, AND THE SURREALISTS IN PARIS AND PRAGUE. 
ALTHOUGH THE REBEL WORKER MAGAZINE'S PRINT RUN NEVER 
EXCEEDED 2,000, LETTERS POURED IN... 

IN THE BEST WOB TRADITION, 
THE RW GROUP WAS DEVOTED 
NOT ONLY TO REVOLUTIONARY 

THEORY BUT ALSO TO 
REVOLUTIONARY ACTION! 

AND ONE 
FROM THE 
LANDLORD, 

RAISING THE 
RENT. 

AT HARVEST TIME 196H, SEVERAL WOBS HEADED FOR THE MICHIGAN 
BLUEBERRY FIELDS TO LOOK THINGS OVER... 

’:V LI; ; 

AS ALL WOBS KNOW, WHAT 
IS MOST URGENT IS 
REVOLUTIONARY ACTIVITY 
AT THE POINT OF 
PRODUCTION! 

HERE TOO THE AW GROUP 
MADE ITS MARK IN THE 
THEN ALMOST-WHOLLY 
UNORGANIZED AREA OF 
MIGRATORY FARM LABOR! 

c^> 

THEY WERE ACTIVE IN ALL SOCIAL 
MOVEMENTS OF THE TIME. RW 
CONTINGENTS ON CIVIL RIGHTS AND 
ANTI-WAR DEMOS WERE AMONG THE 
LARGEST AND MOST YOUTHFUL. 

THE WORKERS THEY MET WERE 
BITTER AND RIPE FOR ORGANIZING. 

PICKERS ON ONE FARM WENT ON 



THE FIRST IWW STRIKE IN DECAPES MADE FRONT-PAGE 
NEWS IN THE LOCAL DAILY FOR OVER A WEEK! 

MEANWHILE, BACK 
IN CHICAGO, REBEL 
WORKER AGITATION 
CONTINUED. 
PAMPHLETS 
MULTIPLIED/ 

HUNDREDS OF COPIES OF REBEL WORKER 
PAMPHLET NO. t - MODS, ROCKERS £ THE REVOLUTION 
- WERE SOLD AT A ROLLING STONES CONCERT. 

. , rOCK®s 
X'1.111 

I 

"I agree very much with vour 
ideas about revolting & the way 
society is pushing us around... 
It’s about time we did something 
about it! I could write forever 
about the youth revolt!" 

-From a 14 year old Rolling 
Stones fan 
Rebel worker #7, 1967. 

A LEAFLET AIMED 
AT SCHOOL 
DROPOUTS (JOIN 
THE IWW £ FIGHT 
FOR REVOLUTION) 
ANGERED THE 
BOARD OF 
EDUCATION, 
CHICAGO'S DAILIES, 
AND WILLIAM F. 
BUCKLEY'S 
RIGHT-WING 
NATIONAL 
REVIEW. 

SOLIDARITY BOOKSHOP BECAME A NOON-HOUR HANGOUT 
FOR HIGH SCHOOLERS. 

MAN, x 
OUR SCHOOL \ 
COULD USE 

SOME OF THE 
BOOKS YOU 
GOT HERE, 

INSTEAD OF 
THOSE 

BORINS TEXT 
BOOKS! 

EVEN GRADE-SCHOOLERS MADE USE OF SOLIDARITY! A 
WHOLE GROUP CAME IN TO MAKE SIGNS £ MIMEO A LEAFLET 
THEY WROTE FOR THEIR OWN ANTI-WAR DEMO. 

THE REBEL WORKER GROUP WAS ACTIVE IN MANY WORK- 
PUCES: RESTAURANTS, OFFICES, CONSTRUCTION, ETC. IT 
HAD A STRONG NUCLEUS, MOSTLY YOUNG AFRICAN-AMERICAN 
WOMEN, AT THE MAIN POST OFFICE, WHERE THE LOCKER- 
ROOMS WERE PUSTERED WITH WOB STICKERS. 

SOME OF THE GROUP 
WERE STUDENTS AT 
ROOSEVELT 
UNIVERSITY, THEN A 
WORKING CUSS 
COMMUTER SCHOOL. 

THE R.U. WOBBUES MET DAILY IN THE SCHOOL 
CAFETERIA - A MAJOR LEFT MEETING PUCE IN 
CHICAGO ALL THROUGH THE GO'S! 

•OLD HOBOHEMIAN SAYING. 

SOME 
CAFETERIAS, 
LIKE COFFEE 
HOUSES, ARE 
INSTITUTIONS 

OF HIGHER 
LEARNING!* 

A COUPLE DOZEN LEFT GROUPS HELD FORTH THERE, 
AT DIFFERENT TABLES. THE GROUP THE WOBS WERE 
CLOSEST TO WAS JOHN BRACEY'S BLACK HISTORY 
CLUB! 

ON THE CULTURAL FRONT, THE R.U. WOBS £ 
BUCK NATIONALIST FRIENDS ALSO FORMED THE 
ANTI-POETRY CLUB. THIS TOO MADE THE DAILY 
PAPERS. _ 

HEY 
WE WEREN'T 

AGAINST 
POETRY, WE 
WERE JUST 

AGAINST THE 
OFFICIAL 

BOURGEOIS 
POETRY CLUB. 

WHEN AUTHOR NELSON ALSREN 
READ ABOUT IT, HE PHONED R.U. AND 
SAID: 



TWO ANTI- AT R.U., THE "OLD LEFT" (OR SQUARE LEFT, 1 
POETRY CLUB AS WOBS CALLED THEM) DIDN'T CARE FOR 
WOBS WERE WOBBLIES OR THE ANTI-POETRY 
WELCOMED INTO CLUB. f N 
THE SURREALIST / DON'T ' 
MOVEMENT BY YOU 

ANDRE BRETON IN f WHO \ KNOW? 

PARIS! ARE THEY'RE 

CLUB MEMBER THESE THE LEFT 
SCOTT SPENCER. GUYS'" WING OF 

BECAME FAMOUS THE BEAT 
AS THE AUTHOR OF ^—yr—V \ GENERA- 
MEN IN BLACK! ^ T/ON. ^ 

AS IT HAPPENED, 
ANARCHOPACIFIST POET 
JOFFRE STEWART - 
ONE OF MANY SPEAKERS 
SPONSORED BY THE R.U. 
WOBS - HAD RUN FOR 
ANTI VICE-PRESIDENT ON 
THE BEATNIK PARTY IN 
1960/ DURING HIS TALK AT 
R.U. STEWART BURNED 3 
SMALL FLAGS - THE U.N., 
U.S.S.R., AND U.S.A. 

AND SO, THE R.U. WOBS BECAME 
THE FIRST GROUP EXPELLED IN THE 
SCHOOL'S HISTORY.' 

IT'S 
AGAINST THE 

LAW TO BURN 
THE FLAG, AND 
BESIDES, THE 

IWW IS ON THE 
GOVERNMENT'S 

SUBVERSIVE 
LIST! 

R.U. 
FOR 

FREE 
SPEECH! 

5T •war. DIRECT 
ACTION 

GETS THE 
GOODS,1 I 

DON’T 
FIGHT THE 
BOSSES’ 

FAMED SOCIAL CRITIC PAUL GOODMAN 
JOINED THE FRAY.' 

•LETTER TO THE R.U. TORCH, 
WIDELY REPRINTED ELSEWHERE. 

AND THEN CAME BERKELEY! 
A FEW MONTHS AFTER THE R.U. WOB yU , ^ 
VICTORY, 20,000 UNIVERSITY /** 
OF CALIFORNIA STUDENTS (JOINED BY X* 
YOUNG AND OLD WOBS) / y^T 
WENT ON STRIKE AS THE AFJw 
FREE SPEECH MOVEMENT! J// Jfl 

STUDENT STRIKES BORROWED FREELY FROM THE WOBBLY 
TRADITION. MANY STUDENTS TOOK OUT RED CARDS.' 

;'yr 

IN NO TIME, THE 
NEW LEFT TOOK UP 

STUDENT 
SYNDICALISM 
AND OTHER IWW 
IDEAS. 
THE LITTLE RED 
SONS BOOK 
BECAME AN SDS 
FAVORITE. 

IN SHORT ORDER, THE R.U. 
WOBBLIES WERE REINSTATED.' 
SOLIDARITY AND DIRECT ACTION DID 
THE TRICK.' ANOTHER IWW VICTORY.' 

Or 

A NEW YORK S.D.S. BULLETIN 
RELAYED THE NEWS TO STUDENTS 
NATIONWIDE. 

THE LAST 
AND BIGSEST 
ISSUE OF 
REBEL 
WORKER 
(NO. 7) 
APPEARED IN 
JANUARY 

OF 1967. 

<RW COVERS BY 
TOR FAESRE) 

A LIVELY FREE -SPEECH FIGHT ENSUED. AGAIN THE IWW MADE 
HEADUNES. 

"Roosevelt has been exceptionally lucky 
to have a discussion group so profoundly 
relevant, at present, as the wobblies. Most 
other college political clubs, from right 
to left, are superficial by comparison. So 
in terms of education, it would be a pity 
if the club were not reinstated. In terms 
of student freedom to learn, it would be 
intolerable.”* 

REINSTATE 
THE 

vyoerat-164 
MOW 

THE GROUP DISSOLVED IN FALL OF 
1968. MOST OF ITS MEMBERS ARE 
STILL AROUND, STILL ACTIVE, STILL 
UPHOLDING THE IDEALS OF THE IWW 
AND THE REBEL WORKER! 

Don’t mourn, ORGANIZE. I 

JOE HILL 
WAS HERE. 

| JOIN the IWW. 

THE STRUGGLE 
CONTINUES! 





SIX 

THE IWW LIVES! 

remarkable sight appeared around 1966: IWW buttons on the lapels of the organ¬ 

izers in the fast-rising student radical movement, Students for a Democratic Society. 

Only a few years earlier, SDS had been the child of a campus social-democratic 

movement, the Student League for Industrial Democracy. In a famous conference of 

1962 at Port Huron, Michigan, an SDS statement (drafted by Tom Hayden and others 

influenced, some said, by the ideas of Pan-African giant C.LR. James as well as radical 

sociologist C. Wright Mills, among others) sounded less like Old Left Marxism and 

more like Wob doctrine. It urged "participatory democracy,” not as proletarian as 

IWW ideas, to be sure, but as a movement from below rather than above, relying 

upon ordinary people rather than experts, however liberal or left-wing. 

Over the next few years, IWW offices were confounded by thousands of inquiries, 

requests by unemployed youngsters to join (but without a branch or the prospect of 



244 WOBBLIES! ^S> 

organizing one), and renewed interest in the monthly tabloid, the Industrial Worker. 

Lamentably, the interest flagged with the crisis of the New Left and the takeover of 

SDS by one Maoist faction after another A great opportunity had been lost as the 

revolutionary spirit of the time passed, and the remnants of the New Left and women’s 

(also gay and lesbian) liberation movements, along with the Black (and Brown and Red 

and Yellow) Power movement, turned to reformism and mainly cultural pursuits. 

But here and there fascinating local developments reminded observers that the IWW 

was very much alive. During the early 1960s, as recorded below, the Wobs took life 

on the Roosevelt College campus of Chicago, and among migrant workers northward. 

During the 1980s and early 1990s, Wobs could be found among youngsters, mainly, 

striving to save the mighty redwoods of California through an alliance with timber workers. 

At the turn of the new century and after Wob membership drifted up and down, 

scatterings of new locals (especially in counter-culture towns) were formed or disappeared, 

and a few, like the one in Portland, Oregon, seemed to set down firm roots. A successful 

employees' May 2004 vote and precarious victory (by IWW IU/660) at a Starbucks in 

mid-Manhattan—immediately appealed by the corporate giant—proved once again 

that Wobblies had a role where the mainstream labor movement had given up trying. 

The Starbucks event, and IWW success among resentful, often part-time workers 

in low-paid sectors with few if any benefits, suggested the prospect that loomed 

ahead. The globalism that had been the very heart of the Wob understanding became 

increasingly real in daily life. Workers of many countries now had no choice. They were 

being forced into solidarity with each other for dignity and survival, even if the official 

labor leaders maintained an outdated and conservative approach to the rapidly 

changing world economy. Antiglobalization demonstrations from Seattle to Manhattan 

to Latin America, Europe, and Asia, often brought out Wobbly signs, for the best 

possible reasons. Perhaps, after a century, the organic basis for IWW-envisioned 

success had finally arrived. At any rate, given the accelerating attack of corporations 

upon the planet and all living creatures, it was getting close to now or never. 



WHAT TIME 1/ IT? 
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TIMS TO 
SAN FRANCISCO, 1971 - IN THE EYE Of 
THE UNDERGRQUND COMIY HURRICANE, 
CARTOONISTS METUP TO ORGANIZE A 
UNION 8 DEFEND THEIR CREATIVE RIGHTS. 

THIS WAS SOMEWHAT LIKE TRYING TO 
HERP CATS... 

DON'T TRUST 
UNIONS / I PON'T 
WANT ANYONE 

TELLING ME 
WHAT TO DO/ 

WHO SAID 
ANYTHING 

ABOUT THAT? 
HOW ABOUT 
THE IWW 

LATER 
PIED Op 
ALCOHOLISM 

WAS AN IWW ORGANIZER EVER 
ACTUALLY CONTACTED ? DID ONE COME 
TO THE SECOND MEETING? THIS 
REMAINS UNCLEAR... 



THE UNITED CARTOON WORKERS HAD 
THREE MORE MEETINGS SPREAD 
OVER THE NEXT COUPLE Of YEARS... 

AT THE FINAL MEETING IN 1974, COMIX 
PUBLISHING WAS IMPLODING AND THE 
CARTOONISTS WERE WORRIED... 

THE PUBLISHERS KEPT THE ROYALTIES 
AT 10% (NOT BAR ACTUALLY), AND 
RAISED COVER PRICES, BUT CUT THE 
SIZE OF THE PRINT RUNS.. 

\ 

SO ENDS THE SAGA OF THE 
THE IWW UNION LOCAL THAT NEl/ER 
QUITE HAPPENED... 

"for SPAIN 

©2004 pjnj iKMvnerj l 
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MSB 

Because we organized, we 
BROKE THE BACKS OF THE SWEATSHOPS 
iMTHIS COUNTRY. THC ft-HOOR DAY, MINE 
SAFETY LAWS, CHILD LABOR LAWS; THEY 
WERE NOT BENEFICIAL SIFTS FROM AW 
ENLIGHTENED MANAGEMENT, see - 
THEY WERE FOUGHT FOR. KIPS 

OUGHT TO 040 W THAT. 

‘3l 

WORKING WITH ANI PIFRANCO HAS 
GIVEN ME ACCESSTO A YOUNG, INTELLIGENT 

AUDIENCE, AND THEY AAe READY. 

THE MOST RADICAL IP6A IN THE 
WORLD ISTHE LONGMEMORY. TH6 OLD- 
TIMERS, THEY HAVE THAT CONTINUITY, THEY 
HAVE THAT LONG MEMORY, AND WE'VE GOT TO 
TAP IT. NOT OUST FOR NOSTALGIC ReASON* 

BUT FDR HARO AND PRACTICAL REASONS. 

=3 
1 SING THESE 

SONGS, I TELL THESE ' 
STORIES FOR A DAMN 
GOOD REASON-BECAUSE I 

THEY GIVE M£ A 
HISTORY OF OUR 
PEOPLE THAT I 
NEVER GOT IN 

SCHOOL,SEE? 

IT S A HEROIC, PASSIONATE, BEAUTIFUL, 
RICHER AND MORE USEFUL HISTORY THAN 
WHAT KIDS GET TAUGHT. X NEVER GOT THAT 
HISTORY UNTIL ITALKED TO PEOPLE UHO 
LIVED IT. THAT IS ONE OF THE MISSIONS OF 
MY LIFE - TO MAKE SURE KIOS KNOW THESE THINGS.; 

r OUT I'M NOT READY TO PASS THE TORCH; 
I’M NOT done WITH IT, AND YOU'LL HAVE TO 
GO THROUGH ME TO GET IT? THE WOALO DOES 
NOT BELONG TO THE YOUNG, I WAS HERE 
FIRST. BUT HERE'S AN IO£A- I'LL CARRY 

THE TORCH, YOU CARRY ME . 



By Kevin Pyle 

f*tc\ tJ*. 
M j%rnorl 

“I could feel the life force draining from me 



»f pftffclomi ••'t, k»t 
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In August oi 1989 Judi's car was rammed from behind by a 
logging truck she had helped blockade less than 24 hours 
earlier. No investigation followed. 

mswetf.. 
In the month prior to the bombing fake press releases falsely 
linking Earth First! to terrorism began surfacing in Mendecino. 
Judi received numerous death threats. naHn 



been in the back seat and was knowingly being transported by Judi and Dai 

We neea 
5ome roorn 

"Earth Filth leaders hurt in a pipe bomb explosion yesterday 
have no one bur themselves la blame lor their injuries " 

The FBI leaked the "terrorist" charge to the media aod 
staged a series of raids for the television cameras. 

One was a warrantless raid on "Seeds of Peace" house, 
a group that cooks meals for mass non-violent actions. 

Ihe homb squad exploded a "suspicious" box of Darryll 
Cherney's cassette tapes found in a search of his van. 



The FBI attempted to link Judi and Darryl to a bomb exploded at the FBI Special Agent David Williams in Washington considered the bomb in 
Cloverdale Sawmill two weeks belore. The FBI crime lab in Washington was judi's car complex and well-crafted and concluded that it had clearly been 
able to show that the two bombs were made with the same material but none placed under the front seat, not in the back as Agent Doyle had claimed. 

In the eight weeks following the oomoing the uakiano ua attempt¬ 
ed to bring charges against Judi and Darryl three times. Each time 
they were turned away by the court For lack of evidence. After the 

SA Williams also said the recovered materials obviously indicated a 
booby trap device triggered by the motion of the car. Fhis was noted and 
later crossed out on Judi's original arrest warrant. 



In 1991 Judi and Darryl filed a federal civil rights lawsuit.The suit charged that Judi: J in 1994, during deposition of witnesses, it was discovered 
..in. i_£ _ i_i_x_11_ai_n_i.i_in.i:_xxL ''Ml_i_i:*:_II.._* *k «* thn CDI knd ffnnrlitnfarl o Pnmh Iniroctmatnro traininn that the FBI had conducted a Bomb Investigators training 

course at the College of the Redwoods in Eureka four weeks 
before the bombing. It was taught by Agent Frank Doyle. 



The course also focused on incendiary bombs like the one 
used in the Cloverdale Sawmill bombing, which occurred two 
weeks after the training.Ihe FBI has claimed to have lost 
the roster of students attending the course. 

Ihe lawsuit also forced public release of the photos of Judi's car which clearly 
showed that the bomb exploded directly under the driver's seat. Bichard Held, the FBI 
Special Agent in charge of the San Francisco office at the time of the bombing, 
resigned soon thereafter. 

Hole left by bomb 

Held had headed FBI operations to disrupt the Black 
Panther Party (BPP) and American Indian Movement 
(AIM) under the FBI code name COINTELPRO in the 
‘60s and 70s. It was these operations that resulted in 
the imprisonment of BPP leader Geronimo Ji Jaga 
(Pratt) and AIM activist Leonard Peltier. 

Though partially paralyzed and in constant pain, Judi continued to organize non-violent 
direct action against logging interests. "They bombed the wrong end of me." 
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“This system cannot be stopped by force. It is violent and ruthless 
beyond the capacity of any people’s resistance movement. The only way 
I can even imagine stopping it is through massive non-cooperation.” 

<JUDI BARI 1949 

“A revolutionary ecology movement must also organize among 
poor and working people. For it is the working people who have 
their hands on the machinery. And only by stopping the machinery 
of destruction can we ever hope to stop this madness.” 



to 

WOBBLY 2001 
WILDCAT ■4W1 



wf ARRIVED AT GATE 8 BEFORE 6 AM. WE'D DIDN'T HAVE ENOUGH 

FOSTER BOARD SO I PICKED SOME OUT Or THF DUMPSTER. OUR SIGNS 
COULDN'T SAV 'STRIKE' SINCE IT WASN'T A LEGAL STRIKE. So WE 

WROTE "WE VOTED)'' AND My SIGN SAID "OUR CONTRACT SUCKS'" ON 
THE BACK I WROTE "So DOES ZucKERMA*J>" So MY l/NION BROTHERS 

AND SISTERS COULD READ THAT FROM BEHIND ME 

MY WIFE waited in THE CAR WTTW A 

CAMERA IN CASE WE WERE "DLSCIPUNED.'' 



I WORKED AT THE SHIPYARD BECAME I HAVE A FAMILY ANP MSEDEP 

INSURANCE. MOST JOSS AROUND HERE DON'T PROVIDE INSURANCE. 

A'///, .'// 

^/// 
rr was the most dangerous j09 it? ever worker 

J // ,/ / / N7,/ , 

, / / / / 
■/ 

-/ -- 

after that other pissed ofTcuys 
Sought me ckX we HAP AN official 
uni^n EtrrrHer pipn-t help us at 
All, in fact, they hung our won the 
company and apparently got kick 

backs from them, we formed a 
small wobbly group, had meetings, 

anp PUT Together a newsletter, in-the 

letter WE talked AQCkTTHOW VAHC&R PC’S 

CUR. JOPS VJER£ MOWTftE. COMPANY 
DiDN’TSMYA LcttoFmEWCAL 0U.S 
GUARANTEED BY OUR INSURANCE, Now FoW 
our. WAGES WEfE. 

I THEY WORKED US IN the rain even trough we were using high 
VOLTAGE ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT ANP WORKING ON SHEET STEEL. A 
couple of months after, i'p started 1 WALKED out CF The rain 

and other guys decided To do the same, a F&peman singled N 
OUT AND TRlEP -to MAKE ME C-o SACK TO WORK BUT 1 WOULDN'T 

^ ANP WE STAYED OUTT 

|g 



WHEN I WOKE UP THAT AFTERNOON, A FULL BLOWN 

WILDCAT WAS OKI. THE PICKET LINE HAP GROWN 
AMP GUYS WHO HAP GONE TO WORK THAT MORNING 
AT A DIFFERENT GATE, AND OIDNT KNOW WE HAD A 
PICKET LINE GOING, WERE SHAKING THE FENCE 

DEMANDING TO be LET LOOSE. AT LUNCH THE ENTIRE 
SHIPYARD WENT To THE UNi ON To GCTOUR STRIKE 

SANCTIONED OkTT THE LAIION PRESIDENTSHIP HlS 
HANDS WERE TiEp AND TDlD Folks TO GeT SACK To 
WORK Oft WC'p BE TlREP. 

THE NEXT MORNING WAS TENSE. I WAS AT THE MAIN GATE, 

Gate 5, WITH A LOT OF MY OTHER FELLOW WORKERS 
ACROSS THE STREflJ A CouPLE OF l-tuNCRED OTHq? GUYS 
STOOP AROUND, -SHUFFLING. WE PiDNY KNoW WHAT WAS 
going to hAPPeM . 

al i3 
\fW' A/fr llhL 
LATER in THE KaoRMNG AFTER TT WAS CLEAR NO ONE 

WAS CROSSING 7HE LINE. A GROUP OF GUYS ARRIVED* 

WITH BANJOES, GUITARS, AnD HARMONICAS. THE BANJO 
player was BoR william carried His amp For him 

You guys are doing a great JOS' i'd Join You SJT I only got 
ABOUT A MONTH BEFORE I RETIRE YoO kNOW WHAT ( MEAN? ILL 

JUST BE The ENTBCTAiNMENr Foe THIS THinG. 

that afternoon, 1 Began Sending ojTnews oFTHf 
Wildcat “V th£ internet, i posted the Ph^nE 
numbers Tt> THE COMPANY president anD -the 

UNION PftESlDewn 

THEY SAY YOU CAN’TRETTRE FROM TTHS PLACE, 
THAT YOU’LL CUE FROM BREATHING WELD SMOKE 

Oft GET KILLED OUTRIGHT BUT I GOT THEM SEAT 
all i got to look Forward To Now is nr 

Farm and my grandchildren. 

AT EVERY GATE INTO THE SHIPYARD FOLKS SET UP CAAVP 
SOME brought lawn chairs and folding tables 
SOMEOA6 SET up HIS SACBEQUE Grill THERE WERE A 
COUPLE CF TENTS. ONE olDTTneK. UNLOADED A RtX.LINER 



The NIGHTS WERE Filled WfTH card games and eat¬ 

ing, music and drinking, we talked ABOUT WORK 
WITH FOLKS WE'D BARELY SEEN WHO WORKED ACROSS 
the SHIPYARD OR ON OTHFR SHIFTS. THE WHOLE MIL£ 
AMD AN EIGHTH IN FRONT Of THE SHiPYARO TURNED 

INTO A CAMP. 

people- began showing up with coolers full of food 

AND DRINKS. SOKES Op CANNBO GOODS APPEARED. 

EVERYWHERE. 



THE KENTUCKY DERBY WAS COMING DP AND 8'OWlGS FROM 
the shipyard company's parent company's parent 
com Pa wy cmccep flew in -ro see rrr 

1 
V_ 

THE SDILP1NG THAT HOUSED THE SHIPYARD 

COMPANY'S PARENT COMPANY SAT JUST UP 

~We RoAP PROM -THE PAR £NP OF -TH£ 
shipyard’s CAST GATE. / 



all w££ic i Began my day walking "THE line at gate 5. 
many of me folks there Were from oue iww Branch 
and we Reminisced about shutting pown the shipyard 
IN JANUARY, 3.000 oF GETTING BUDDIES' JOB’S SACIT, oF 
Fighting to keep our breaks puENGTTKWiNrt*. 

A UNION (3SWIG, WALT LYTU? CAME INTO TTW^ oN 
SATUPPA Y AND ORPeREP t>S BACK TP WORK Nff » 
we were going td von? ow thf contract/Again. 

We YELLED AT LYTLE AMP THREW CHAtCS IN THE UNION 

(4aU_. Some union secuRiTY Guys brought a Ballot 
Bok OUT AND several oF us IDRNeP ITCWER- IN fg-csrr 
OF THEM. 

wg decided to Return -no work The next vvCek 
AND FIGHT THEM ON THe JOB. NO ONE LOST HlS OR 
i(g< job because oF'We wildcat. 

CUR ballots Wens suiTosed To be seacET 
Bur WE HELD THEM LF ANP CALLED THEM ODTT 

VoTBd. SghTEEN to ONfc against^BUT TFC 
Union PEESiPENT SAID T«*T ha HApw'r»NT 
Some Taper work tl me company and oc*e 

old contract kid been exigNarp for a yeae 

back at work, t Was like a church, we -racK 

CAPE OF ONE ANOTHER- / «EMEMBER A BOY "TOCK 
A welping Line From a woman And A 6€ouF 
oF US Surrounded Him AnP Demanded he gat 
iTgACK. 



SEVefcAE WEEKS AFTEK The enp of -the wildcat, 

THE CPHl'EKir SESAM SHIKT/W& OOP AMP 
SHUFFUN& fVol*E£ To VtrFtntMT AREAS. 

PIO Y'ALL WEAK A&ojr -that &C/Y 
/^\/rP ok\ / iiiifc nwf? .—--—^ 
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THE ART AND MUSIC OF THE IWW 

The IWW, as Franklin Rosemont has pointed out, was no organization of trained 

artists; it had fewer of those than any other major radical movement during the 

twentieth century. Yet, it inspired dozens of talented artists, before 1920 some of the 

nation's most experimental and talented, and the IWW generated its own fabulous 

“school” of cartoonists.1 Next to songs, cartoons probably brought more workers 

around than any other expression ofWob creativity. A few dozen self-taught artisans, 

including songster Joe Hill, drew with pen or stylus on paper stencils, linoleum block 

or wood, almost always for an issue of a Wob publication ready to go to press (some 

of them also lettered signs for Wob halls). These rank-and-file artists appear to have 

received little or no pay for their work, choosing to go “on the bum" with their fellow 

Wobs, organize where possible, and take odd jobs to stay alive. Some of them signed 

their art only with the “red card number” on their Wobbly ID, or didn t sign cartoons 
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at all. Only in later generations could artist-poet-agitator Carlos Cortez (sometime 

editor of the Industrial Worker) see his work exhibited in the Museum of Modern Art, 

or several of the card-holding members drawing for this book be called "professional 

artists." 

The curious discrepancy between the degree of artistic accomplishment and the 

absence of formal training raises the largest questions about the influences upon this 

remarkable handful. The first place to look, certainly, is the contemporary newspaper 

cartoon and comic strip. Only in the later 1890s did the first real comic character 

appear: "The Yellow Kid,” an ambiguously racial figure colored yellow (part of the 

"yellow press” introducing color in the one section appreciated most by the public: 

"the funny pages"), amid the chaos of "Hogan’s Alley," an otherwise Irish slum scene 

of what would later be called juvenile delinquents-in-the-making. By the early years 

of the new century, comics took the dailies by storm, not only in English-language 

publications and not only in the US, but most completely here, because the wide 

readership and associated advertising base created careers for young men (and a very 

few women) with a sharp sense of what interested a semi-literate public. 

There was often something radical about the mainstream comics, memorably in 

the oft-repeated scene of working-class kids throwing snowballs to knock off the top 

hat of the respectable "gent," typically a banker; lawyer; or businessman. Plenty of 

other types also challenged authority, in funny and visually striking ways. There was 

also plenty of racism and ethnocentrism, not to mention gendered strips making fun 

of women. But what was most radical was undoubtedly the form of comics. Like 

movies ("moving pictures”), then just emerging into real theaters, comics allowed 

artists to experiment with form, learning what the mostly working-class readership 

liked best. (By the 1920s, comics would also become successful movies: animated 

films, with a bright future ahead.) Amid lots of dreck, like the "he-she" jokes or fat 

ladies jumping into ponds splashing all the water out, there were wonderful, highly 
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imaginative strips. History buffs like to remember "Little Nemo in Slumberland" by 

Windsor McKay, Rube Goldberg’s fantastic inventions (that accomplished nothing), 

likewise the racetrack pair Mutt and Jeff (sometimes imitated directly by Wob 

cartoonists), among many others. 

Easily the most famous of the Wob cartoon strips, and the only real continuing 

feature, was "Mr Block," drawn by the elusive artist Ernest Riebe. Appearing first in 

the Industrial Worker of Spokane, Washington, in 1912, the blockhead Mr. Block 

reached publication as a booklet in 1913—arguably the first revolutionary comic book 

anywhere—and a later collection appeared in 1919, as Crimes of the Bolshevik!, a 

satirical take on the details of the capitalist propaganda (for instance, the charge that 

the Russians had "nationalized women") then being issued in response to the Russian 

Revolution. Mr Block also became, of course, the source for one of the most famous 

of Wobbly songs, written by none other than Joe Hill. 

Wob artists also took inspiration from the styles developed by editorial 

cartoonists, whether liberal, conservative or socialist, and from the artwork of the 

sympathetic Mosses circle, whose artists' work was occasionally reprinted in IWW 

newspapers. Behind these influences could be seen, with a careful eye, the direction 

of radicals in the global art world, defecting from the salons of the rich to the working- 

class movements. Grappling with the contradictions of modern society, attacking 

capitalism relentlessly in every molecule of its poisonous being, these artists sought 

ways to look at the victims as potential saviors without making melodramatic or 

artificial claims. They also looked at themselves more carefully than their predecessors 

had: not only poverty (for those who did not draw or paint what the wealthy classes 

wanted) for self and family, but isolation in the studio, sardonic humor at the claims 

of capitalist society, and melancholy at the fate of the civilization depicted. 

The revolt against the feigned prettiness and the religious orthodoxy of tradition 

arguably began with Hieronymus Bosch (1453-1516) and his unreserved attacks on 



272 WOBBLIES! 

clerics, money-men, soldiers, and the corrupting spirit of the emerging commercial 

society. But the manifestations were clearer in the late nineteenth century, as workers' 

movements and social critics (including novelists and poets, some radical and others 

just iconoclastic) gave shape to sentiment. 

It was no simple thing. In Britain, for instance, William Morris’ circle of socialists 

(with strong anarchist sympathies) had prompted a medieval-looking iconography by 

Walter Crane and others who saw socialism as the Golden Day ahead; beautiful, 

nearly naked bodies reaching out for paradise in nature freed from capitalist control. 

“Secession” impulses on the continent likewise blossomed, some of them influenced 

by Morris'Arts and Crafts movement (seeking to return artisanship to daily life), but 

most often simply seeking freedom for bohemian youngsters to draw and write what 

they saw as the new possibilities for human freedom. These were “modernists” who 

wanted to express the essence of the form, and so in experimenting they utilized 

the woodcut or linoleum cut, ideal for use in artistic prints (already a step away from 

the singular work created for the rich benefactor or collector), but also useful in more 

public statements, posters, and political leaflets. Like young avant-gardists every¬ 

where, these artists were deeply involved with each other; with love and eros as 

much as politics, and especially daring in their depictions of nudes and of "ugly” men 

and women, particularly those of the ruling classes. Among these artistic radicals 

could be counted famed figures such as Kathe Kollwitz, Edvard Munch, and Frans 

Masereel, who captured the pathos of the modern scene, among a host of others 

radicalized by the horrors of the First World War 

Closer to home, a small Dada rebellion may be said to have opened with the 

display of a urinal, signed “R. Mutt,” by Frenchman (and future surrealist) Marcel 

Duchamp, at a Manhattan art show in 1917. Ephemeral magazines, illustrated by 

some of the same artists who drew for Emma Goldman's Mother Earth, blossomed 

and disappeared, reborn as the surrealist movement emerged in the Paris of the 
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mid-1920s. Here we could place the origin, or at least precursors, of the alliance 

between surrealists and Wobblies around the Rebel Worker of the 1960s and the 

Charles H. Kerr publishing company, which has in recent decades become again what 

it was in the 191 Os, an important publisher for IWW historical materials.2 

What specific influences these two streams—commercial comic strips and rebel¬ 

lious contemporary art—had on the Wob cartoonists is impossible to quantify. 

Whether there really was an “invisible thread connecting Cubism and the IWW,’’ as 

John Reed jocularly observed, is doubtful. And yet, the freedom to experiment, to 

move past existing forms, was the essence of the matter. We can say clearly that 

the Wob newspaper cartoon, whether didactic or satirical, flowed smoothly into the 

agitational poster or print (in miniature, postcard) and on into the “silent agitator," 

the small sticker that by the 1920s IWW members and sympathizers began placing 

in various odd spots from blank fences to bathroom stalls. In an important sense, this 

was the beginning of a new kind of public political art, the wall poster of future radical 

expression. 

These streams continued to share something important with surrealism and 

Dadaism in the evocation of the dream of a better society (or just a more rebellious 

workforce) and the parody (in the sense seen most lavishly these days in Adbusters) 

of existing commercial or political salesmanship “turned around," revealing the truth 

behind the familiar lies.3 Most of all, Wobbly cartoonists shared with the most 

advanced artists the vision of being free, not only personally, as artists, but as 

members of a freed homo sapiens. If the direction of modem art was in many ways 

a flight from content to form—and the rebellious intellectuals of the 191 Os mocked 

by the compliant careerists of 1950s Cold War America who renounced anything but 

abstract expressionism and shamelessly promoted the glories of their sponsoring 

government agencies—then the recuperation of a really radical art would naturally 

return to the Wobbly spirit. The best of the 1960s-1980s "underground” comics 
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(drawing on Mad Comics, also upon Walt Kelly and Jules Feiffen among other rebel¬ 

lious artists of the 1950s); the best of the feminist art of the era to follow; the 

militantly anti-racist community mural movement; and the revival of the labor mural 

by Mike Alewitz—all these resonated, consciously or unconsciously, with memories 

of IWW visual agitation.4 We look back upon the Wobbly cartoonists, then, as we 

do upon the Ash Can art of the Mosses magazine: a century ahead of their time in 

their discoveries, but just ripe for our time—not to copy but to learn and grow from, 

amid the tasks of art and revolution ahead.5 

Nothing made the Wobblies unique so much as their songs. The Little Red Song 

Book (sometimes called The Wobbly Songbook), in thirty-some editions since 1909, 

was far and away the best-selling radical publication in twentieth-century America, its 

endurance rivaled only by My Life by IWW supporter and modern dancer Isadora 

Duncan. As Wob music ethnographer Archie Green says, it grew directly out of song 

poems that readers of Wobbly newspapers would submit for publication and 

amateur musicians would put the words to music (often vaudeville tunes, gospel 

favorites or old radical songs: “The Battle FHymn of the Republic,” written for Union 

victory and the abolition of slavery during the Civil War; thus became “Solidarity 

Forever;” one of the all-time favorites). In 1909, the IWW branch in Spokane that 

published the newspaper Solidarity put out the first Little Red Song Book to raise 

consciousness and to raise money. 

Some of the most famous songs are remembered for their dark humor. Wobblies 

just out of the mines or lumber camps, in small Western towns with only Salvation 

Army centers, bars, whorehouses, and Wobbly halls welcoming them, would stand 

next to the Salvation Army (they called it'fhe “Starvation Army”) singers and intone 

“Long-Haired Preachers" (sometimes called “Pie in the Sky") to the tune of the 
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Salvation Army favorite, "The Sweet Bye and Bye." Many of them were self-satirical, 

like T-Bone Slim’s "The Popular Wobbly," or "I'm too Old to Be a Scab." Often 

they dwelt on the itinerant existence (like T-Bone Slim's "Mysteries of a Hobo’s Life”) 

and the beauty of the countryside, along with the dangers and poverty of the hobo 

camp and casual labor 

Franklin Rosemont, "Industrial Workers of the World Cartoons," in Encyclopedia of the American Left, 

edited by Mari Jo Buhle, Paul Buhle, and Dan Georgakas, (New York: Oxford University Press, 1998 

edition), pp. 359-61. Practically speaking, Rosemont has been the only scholar ofWobbly cartooning, and, 

with the mimeographed Rebel Worker of the 1960s, a participant in Wobbly graphics experiments. 

2 Surrealists have documented the affinity of spirit between the Wobs and assorted impulses within US 

culture. See for instance Franklin Rosemont, ed., Surrealism and Its Popular Accomplices (San Francisco: City 

Lights, 1983), a reprint of a special issue of Cultural Correspondence, published in its first years by Paul 

Buhle. Perhaps it is worth adding here that the second issue of Radical America (September-Octoben 

1967) bore the famous "Labor Produces All” logo of the IWW on its cover; along with a lead article by 

IWW secretary-treasurer Fred Thompson: the signification of a spiritual affinity. 

3 Among those avowedly close to the Wobbly spirit was Larry Rivers (1923-2003), ceaselessly satirizing 

consumerist and pseudo-patriotic images. 

4 Among them, Alewitz encompassed Wobbly themes and signs most often. See Paul Buhle and Mike 

Alewitz, Insurgent Images: the Agitprop Murals of Mike Alewitz (New York: Monthly Review Press, 2002). 

5 Along with the work in this book, some of the most charming new Wobbly art can be found on the 

T-Shirts and bibs of Northland Products: "An Owe to One is an Owie to All,” and “I’m a Little Wobbly," 

the first illustrated by a full-grown sabo-tabby, the second by a sabo-kitty. 
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WOBBLY ORIGINALS 



Joe Hill, Industrial Worker, April 4, 1913 

CONSTITUTIONAL GUARANTEE:—LIFE? LIBERTY? AND THE PURSUIT OF-A JOB! 



Ralph Chaplin, Solidarity, June 16, 1917 

WILL HE CONTINUE. OR WILL HE BUCK? 

BIG STRIKE IN BUTTE, MONTANA 



Industrial Pioneer, 1925 

BIG BUSINESS (to Labor, generously): ‘‘My good fellow, you’ll be well paid 

for your patriotic action in ’tending this glorious plant; you shall have all the fruit 

above the ground—I’ll take ONLY the roots!” 



Industrial Worker, 1919 



Industrial Pioneer, August 1924 

A 



Sabotage. Ralph Chaplin. Solidarity, April 7, 1917 

DON’T WEAR SABOTS; IT HURTS THE SNAKE 



Thief! 

THIEF! 
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Una Gran Union, From IWW foreign language pamphlet 

DE LOS 
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Mr. Block, Ernst Riebe, Industrial Worker, August 21, J 9 I 3. 

Mr. Block 
He Goes Harvesting 



Wheel of Fortune. Father Thomas J. Hagerty, 1905 
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Mike Alewitz is America’s leading labor muralist, co-author of Insurgent Images: 

the Agitprop Murals of Mike Alewitz, and former chair of the Arts division of the 

Labor Party. He currently teaches mural-making at Central Connecticut State 

University. 

Susan Simensky Bietila is a Wisconsin based artist/activist who grew up in Brooklyn, 

NY She has continued to draw inspiration from the Wobblies since she first learned 

their history during the free-speech fight at Brooklyn College in 1965. Her first 

political artwork was published in the late 1960s in the National Guardian and in 

the second-wave feminist underground newspaper^ the RAT. She is co-curator of 

"Drawing Resistance,” a d.i.y. traveling art show, a group show of contemporary 

political art which has been touring North America since September 2001. 
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Her drawings, prints, and photographs have appeared recently in, the New York 

storyboard magazine, World War 3 Illustrated and in other radical publications in the 

US and Canada. 

Tauno Biltsted lives on the LES of Manhattan with his daughter girlfriend and 

two cats. He and Mac McGill have fruitfully collaborated for ten years for World 

War 3 Illustrated and other publications. Tauno has been a squatter and community 

activist for all of his adult life and tries to bring an engaged sensibility to all of 

his work. 

Clay Butler is the creator of the political comic strip "Sidewalk Bubblegum’’ and 

owner and director of www.claytowne.com Graphic and Web Design. 

Christopher Cardinale earned a BFA with honors in 1996 from the University of 

New Mexico in Albuquerque. He then moved to Mexico City, where he immersed 

himself in the murals of the Mexican masters and worked with local political collec¬ 

tives. Cardinale has created large-scale murals, both individually and in collaboration 

with other artists, and had a number of one- and two-person shows in Mexico, 

New Mexico, Italy, Greece, and New York, where he has lived since 2001. In 2002, 

he was a resident at the Blue Mountain Center in the Adirondacks. Currently, he is 

co-editing the upcoming issue of World War 3 Illustrated, to which he has frequently 

contributed, with SethTobocman and Sabrina Jones. Cardinale’s work has appeared 

in the NewYorkTimes, Time magazine and New York Press. 

Giuliana Chamedes is a graduate of Brown and Cambridge universities and is studying 

for a PhD at Columbia in Law and History. 
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Sue Coe is an artist and activist, born inTamworth, England in 1951. She studied at 

the Royal College of Art and has lived in the US since 1971. Sue's work has explored 

factory farming, meat-packing, apartheid, AIDS, and the horrors of war Her many 

publications and prints are available on www.graphicwitness.org. 

Carlos Cortez, born in 1923, is a longtime member the son of a Mexican Wobbly 

father and German-American socialist mother Cartoonist/poet Carlos Cortez (born 

1923) is a longtime member of the IWW and has served as editor of the Industrial 

Worker. Well known for his linocut posters of IWWs Lucy Parsons, Joe Hill, Ben 

Fletcher and others, he is also the author of three books of poems and editor of 

Viva Posada! A Salute to the Great Printmaker of the Mexican Revolution (2002). For 

many years he has been President of the Charles H. Kerr publishing co-op in Chicago. 

Lisa DiPetto was born on Long Island and raised by a series of compassionate 

television sets, the losses of which she endured with rock-like stoicism. Sixties 

cartoons, advertising, and game shows were hardwired into her soul. Fortunately 

not too much of this reflects in her work. She is currently writing and illustrating 

several children’s books. This is her first comic, but won't be her last. 

Fly has been squatting in the Lower East Side of Manhattan since 1990, where 

she paints and draws comics and illustrations and sometimes paints murals. Her work 

has been published by: NY Press, Juxtapoz, The Comics Journal, Village Voice, San 

Francisco Bay Guardian, Raygun, The Bradleys (Fantagraphics), World War 3 Illustrated, 

Punk, Maximumrocknroll, and many more. Fly has self-published numerous comics and 

zines; a collection of these entitled CHRONIICIRIOTSIPAISM! was published in 1998 

by Autonomedia. Her latest book PEOPs—a collection of almost 200 portraits of 

people and their stories—was released in July 2003 by Soft Skull/Shortwave. 
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Arthur Fonseca is an anarchist and activist who resides on the East side of the 

San Francisco Bay. He has been working since the mid ’90s to preserve People’s Park 

from the encroachments of the University of California at Berkeley's development 

schemes. 

Roy Germon is an illustrator and painter living in Maine. A portfolio and contact info 

can be found at www.roygermon.com. 

Ryan Inzana is an illustrator and cartoonist from Brooklyn, New York. His work can 

be seen in the NewYorkTimes, the Wall Street Journal, the Nation, the Progressive, and 

numerous other publications. Ryan’s comic work can be found in the pages of World 

War 3 Illustrated, New York Waste, online in Slate Magazine, and in his latest graphic 

novel, Johnny Jihad. He is currently at work on an autobiographical graphic-novel 

series entitled God-less America. 

Sabrina Jones is a native of Philadelphia, and has studied painting at the Pratt Institute 

and illustration at the School ofVisual Arts. She created her first comics for World 

War 3 Illustrated and went on to edit many issues, as well as co-founding “Girltalk,” 

an anthology ofWomen’s autobiographical comics. Her comics and illustrations have 

appeared in the New York Times, Bust, Citylimits, RealGirl, Legal Action Comics, Tikkun 

and InxArt. She is included in the books, The Great Women Cartoonists, From Girls to 

Grrrlz, Rare Books, WW3 Confrontational Comics, Angry Graphics, and Your House Is 

Mine. Her work has traveled in the exhibit "She Draws Comics,” from Vienna’s 

Secession Gallery to San Francisco's Cartoon Art Museum. Sabrina also paints 

scenery for theater; film, and TV, as a member of United Scenic Artists Local 829. 

See more of her work at www.sabrinaland.com. 
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Tom Keough has been an artist all his life, trying to use his talents to do some good 

in this world. Tom says: "The Industrial Worker is my favorite newspaper. It has news 

you won’t see in other papers." Tom's paintings and illustrations have been shown 

at the Museum of Modem Art, the United Nations offices, in union newsletters, 

and used by organizations such as the National Council of Churches and the War 

Resisters League. 

Jay Kinney was a member of the first wave of underground cartoonists, with his first 

comic strip appearing in Bijou Funnies # I in 1968. He co-founded the romance-comic 

parody, Young Lust, with Bill Griffith in 1970, created Cover-up Lowdown with Paul 

Mavrides in 1976, and founded Anarchy Comics in 1978. He was publisher and editor 

in chief of Gnosis Magazine (1985-99) and has co-authored (with Richard Smoley) 

Hidden Wisdom: A Guide to the Western Inner Traditions (1999) and edited The Inner 

West An Introduction to the Hidden Wisdom of the West (2004). He resides in San 

Francisco with his wife, Dixie, and their two cats. His “Clinic of Cultural Collision” 

can be found at www.jaykinney.com. 

Mike Konopacki is a labor cartoonist from Madison, Wisconsin. In 1983 he and Gary 

Huck, cartoonist for the United Electrical Radio and Machine Workers of America 

(UE), created Huck/Konopacki Labor Cartoons. Mike is author along with Huck, of 

five collections of labor cartoons, their latest being "Two-headed Space Alien Shrinks 

Labor Movement” Along with writer Alec Dubro, Mike has produced labor comics 

for the APWU, CWA, Jobs With Justice, and Amnesty International USA. In 

1995 Konopacki and Dubro created the thirty-two page full-color comic The World 

Bank: A Tale of Power, Plunder, and Resistance. It was translated into eleven languages 

worldwide. Huck and Konopacki's labor cartoons can be seen on the web at 

www.solidarity.com/hkcartoons. 
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Peter Kuper co-founded the political zine World War 3 Illustrated in 1979 and remains 

on its editorial board to this day. Peter Kuper’s illustrations and comics appear 

regularly in Time, the New York Times, and MAD, where he illustrates SPY vs. SPY 

every month. His recent books include adaptations of Franz Kafka's "The 

Metamorphosis" and Upton Sinclair’s "The Jungle," and Sticks and Stones, a wordless 

graphic novel about the rise and fall of empires. More of his work can be seen at 

www.peterkupercom. 

Barbara Laurence is Managing Editor of CAPITALISM/NATURE/SOCIALISM, and is 

Director of the non-profit Center for Political Ecology, in Santa Cruz, CA. 

Jeffrey Lewis was born on roughly the same day that Giant Size X-Men # I came out 

in November 1975. Raised by loving beatnik parents on New York’s Lower East Side, 

and educated by the public school system, he is no longer in mint condition but has 

nevertheless accrued slightly in value. Currently he has a body that resides in Brooklyn 

when not on tourj a couple of albums of songs released on the Rough Trade label, 

and comics in various publications floating around the margins of western civilization. 

www.TheJeffreyLewisSite.com 

Josh MacPhee is an artist based in Chicago, IL whose work often revolves around 

themes of radical politics and public space. He published his first book, Stencil Pirates: 

A Global Survey of Street Stenciling, in 2004 with Soft Skull Press. He also organizes 

the Celebrate People’s History Poster Series and runs a small radical art distro at 

www.justseeds.org. 

Mac McGill is a frequent contributor to Tikkun magazine and World War 3 Illustrated. 

His work has also been published by Seven Stories Press, Four Walls and Eight 
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Windows, the Guardian Radical Newsweekly, The Shadow, Arthur magazine and 

numerous other publications. Mac has exhibited his artwork and performed slideshow 

presentations of his work at: Babel Festival (Athens, Greece), Underground Festival 

(Milano, Italy), BD Amadora (Amadora, Portugal), Forte Presentino (Roma, Italy), 

Theater for the New City (New York City) and ABCnoRIO (New York City). He 

lives and works in the Lower East Side of New York City. He is a longtime squatter 

and activist and works at a homeless shelter for youth. 

Dylan Miner is a doctoral candidate in the department of Art and Art History at the 

University of New Mexico. His academic writing focuses on the intersections 

between Chicana/o and Metis artistic production and anarchist praxis. He has 

published articles on Carlos Cortez Koyokuikatl, Diego Rivera, and the culture of 

Chicana/o anarchists in Michigan. His artwork has been shown in the United States, 

Canada and Mexico. He is a member of the Education Workers Industrial Union 620 

and the Woodland Metis Tribe of Ontario. 

Jerome Neukirch (a.k.a. Jerome x350474) is a persnickety perfectionist and a 

hopeless procrastinator He has never turned in anything on time—including this bio. 

When not trying to draw, Jerome is an unimportant functionary in academia. He has 

been a Wob since 1999. He lives in Louisville, Kentucky with his two adoring cats 

who support his work and took a sustained interest in this project. 

Harvey Pekar is the star persona of the film and autobiographical comic-book series 

American Splendor. He has been writing since 1957, with several collections of his 

works currently in print. 
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Kevin Pyle has done illustrations for the New York Times, the New Yorker, the 

Progressive, and the Village Voice, as well as numerous other publications. His 

docucomic, Lab USA.—illuminated documents (Autonomedia)—received a silver 

medal from the Society of Illustrators. Lab US.A. is a history, in comic-book form, of 

medicine and science in the service of racist and political imperatives. He also 

produces installations and performances based on the text that have appeared at 

MassMOCA, the Brooklyn Museum of Art and numerous other art/performance 

venues. He is a longtime contributor/co-editor of World War 3 Illustrated, America’s 

longest-running radical comic book. 

Trina Robbins is founder of It Ain't Me Babe, the first of the Women’s Liberation 

comics, and has written a number of books about women and comic art. She lives 

in San Francisco. 

Spain Rodriguez was one of the founders of Underground Comix, most notably with 

his figure "Trashman of the Sixth International.” His collection MYTRUE STORY is his 

true story, from the streets of Buffalo to San Francisco; many of his strips have offered 

intense historical views of revolutionary struggles. 

Franklin Rosemont edited The Rebel Worker (1964-67). His latest book is a surre¬ 

alist study An Open Entrance to the Shut Palace of Wrong Numbers (2003). His 

books on the IWW include Juice Is Stranger Than Friction: Selected Writings of 

T-Bone Slim (1992) and Joe HilLThe IWW and the Making of a Revolutionary Working- 

class Counterculture (2003), both from Charles H. Kerr. 

Sharon Rudahl was born in 1947 near Washington DC. She marched with Martin 

Luther King and graduated from Cooper Union in 1967. Sharon learned to draw 
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comics during the Vietnam War and has been widely published in underground 

newspapers and magazines, as well as in Marvel Comics. Her art has been most 

recently exhibited in The Secession Art Gallery in Vienna. Sharon now lives in 

Hollywood with her husband, a professional chess player, and she has two sons. Her 

hobbies include civil disobedience and studying Mandarin. 

Terry Tapp joined the IWW in 1998 after reading about them in a newspaper He 

had been treated like hell at job after job, and the unions he talked to didn’t seem 

to give a damn. He grew up in Kentucky among poor, working people who had a lot 

of talent and too many dreams for their lot He has those dreams, too, and has 

managed to poke his head above constant work and frustration. Terry paints, draws, 

and writes comics and stories, and tattoo. His life is dedicated to his art and to giving 

the talent and dreams of other working people a chance to live. If there's an 

opportunity to raise hell, he takes it 

Nick Thorkelson years ago drew "The Earth Belongs to the People and Tne 

Underhanded History of the USA.” Not so long ago he had a regular cartoon on 

local politics in the Boston Globe. His comics and cartoons have also appeared in Itchy 

Planet, The Somerville Community News, the Progressive, Radical America, Dollars & 

Sense, and The Free Comix, and publications of Greenpeace and Work Rights Press. 

His "Comic Strip of Neoliberalism" appears irregularly in Dollars & Sense, and can 

also be viewed online at www.nickthorkelson.com. 

Seth Tobocman has been doing political comics since 1979 when he started the 

magazine World War 3 Illustrated with Peter Kuper He has worked with a number 

of radical movements both as an artist and as an activist, including the movement 

to free South Africa, the Lower East Side Squatters Movement, as well as the 
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Anti-Globalization movement and the current antiwar movement. He has published 

three books of his comics: You Don’t Have to Fuck People Over to Survive (1989), War 

in the Neighborhood (1999) and Portraits of Israelis and Palestinians (2003). 

Susan Willmarth was born and raised in Albuquerque, NM and graduated from 

Parson’s School of Design. She has worked for Push Pin Studios and New York 

Magazine. Sue has illustrated and designed books forWriter’s and Reader's Publishers 

including Black History for Beginners” and "McLuhan For Beginners”. She currently 

illustrates for World War 3 illustrated and keeps a day job at St. Marks Books in NYC. 

Jordan Worley was born in Austin, Texas on August 8, 1973. He grew up in New 

York (Enwood, Yonkers, Brooklyn.) His work has been published in World War 3 

Illustrated, and he has worked as co-editor on several issues of the magazine. Jordan 

has always drawn pictures to express himself and the world around him, and will 

continue to do so. 
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THE LABADIE COLLECTION 

University of Michigan, Special Collections Library 
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Ann Arbor Michigan 48109-1205 

http://www.lib.umich.edu/spec-coll/labadie/ 
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At New York University Bobst Library 

70 Washington Square South 

New York, NY 10012 

http://www.nyu.edu/library/bobst/research/tam/ 

THE MONTANA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

RO. Box 201201 

225 North Roberts 

Helena, MT 59620-1201 

http://www.his.state.mt.us/default.asp 

THE HOLT LABOR LIBRARY 

50 Fel| Street, 

San Francisco, CA 94102 
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IWW, we should be replanting the seeds of rebellion. 
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The Wobblies made a unique and remarkable contribution 

to American culture and the everlasting struggles for 

freedom and justice, with effects that reach very far, and 

should in the future as well. The excitement and 

inspiration of their creative and courageous work is 

brilliantly captured in this wonderful graphic history. 

NOAM CHOMSKY, author of Hegemony or Survival 

America, contrary to what you might have been led to 

believe, has a deep indigenous radical tradition. Wobblies! 

excavates an essential part of American history that has 

been conveniently overlooked in recent years, and does 

so with style, great graphics, and no punches pulled. 

NICOLE SCHULMAN is an artist on the editorial 

board of World War 3 Illustrated. Her work has been 

exhibited and published across the United States, as well 

as in Europe and South Korea, and is in the permanent 

collection of The Library of Congress. She was born and 

raised in New York City, and continues to live there. 
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