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1	 c.1500hrs, September 8: Scout Frank Grouard discovers 
a Sioux encampment about a half-mile to the east of Slim 
Buttes.

2	 0200hrs, September 9: Mills is detached with a small 
command and marches toward the encampment.

3	 c.0230–0400hrs, September 9: Mills leaves the pack train 
and approaches the encampment in three parallel columns, the 
outer two being dismounted, and the center one mounted.

4	 c.0430hrs, September 9: The Native American pony 
herd is spooked by the approach of the two dismounted 
columns and stampedes through the encampment, waking the 
Native Americans.

5	 c.0430–0500hrs, September 9: Schwatka’s mounted 
detachment charges through the village, and the dismounted 
troopers open fire. Many of the Native Americans manage 
to escape. Some seek refuge in a ravine on the south side of 
the creek, while others ride off to warn Crazy Horse who is 
camped farther south.

6	 c.0500hrs, September 9: Mills sends couriers for 
reinforcement from Crook.

7	 c.0500hrs, September 9: Some of the warriors stand 

their ground and open fire, and Mills’ troopers entrench and 
await reinforcements.

8	 c.1000–1400hrs, September 9: Crook’s column arrives 
on the battlefield.

9	 c.1030–1400hrs, September 9: Crook’s force bivouacs 
and the captured village is burnt.

10	 c.1400hrs, September 9: American Horse surrenders 
Native American women and children hiding in ravine.

11	 c.1615hrs, September 9: Warriors led by Crazy Horse 
attack Crook’s bivouacked force.

12	 c.1615–1715hrs, September 9: Dismounted cavalry, and 
infantry, are ordered to advance south and west at the run 
in skirmish order. Mounted elements of the 2d Cavalry form 
on the eastern flank of the encampment and the 9th Infantry 
guards its northern approaches. The irregular perimeter thus 
formed foils the main thrust of the attack and the Native 
Americans withdraw at dusk.

13	 c.0600hrs, September 10: Crook’s column marches 
southwest toward Crook City in the Black Hills for supplies. 
The Native Americans attack his cavalry rearguard which is 
formed by dismounted skirmish order.

Slim Buttes, September 8–10, 1876

Battlefield environment
The Sioux called Slim Buttes “Paha Zizipela,” which means thin 
butte and was a reference to the whole range of buttes which 
ran from north to south for about 50 miles in northwestern 
Dakota Territory. The site of the battlefield lay in open rolling 
prairie about 3 miles east of the main range of buttes, which 
ran around it in a rough semicircle. About a half-mile to the 

southwest of the Native American encampment stood three 
small steep-walled, flat-topped buttes rising to about 50–75ft 
above the plain, beyond which more buttes formed deep 
canyons and stood in much more broken terrain. The Native 
American encampment was situated on either side of Gap 
Creek, which flowed in an easterly direction.
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INTO COMBAT
On September 7, Crook sent a portion of his pack train ahead to get much-
needed supplies from Deadwood City, in the Black Hills, under escort of 
150 men commanded by Capt. Anson Mills, with 15 men on the best horses 
of each company of the 3d Cavalry. Subordinate officers consisted of 1/Lt. 
Adolphus H. Von Luettwitz (Co. E), 2/Lt. Frederick G. Schwatka (Co. M), 
and 1/Lt. Emmett Crawford (Co. G), with chief of commissary 1/Lt. John 
W. Bubb (Co. I), 4th Infantry. Crook’s chief scout Frank Grouard guided the 
party, aided by “Captain Jack” Crawford, with Thomas Moore as chief packer. 
Significantly, if Mills encountered a Native American village on his march 
he was instructed to “lose no opportunity” to strike it (DIO, October 4, 
1876: 1:6).

At about 1500hrs on September 8, Grouard discovered through the rain 
and fog, without being observed himself, a Sioux encampment about a half-
mile to the east of Slim Buttes, which was later learned to be of the bands of 
American Horse and Roman Nose who were supposedly on their way back 
into the Cheyenne Agency. The village consisted of 37 lodges and a herd 
of several hundred ponies, plus a few captured American horses. Deciding 
he would attempt an attack without waiting for reinforcements, Mills fell 
back several miles and hid his command in a ravine. Accompanying the 
expedition, a correspondent for the Philadelphia Inquirer wrote: “We marched 
back 2 miles and bivouacked in a pocket formed by two canyons in the deep 
mud, and drenched with battering rain” (PI, September 18, 1876: 1:4). In 
his official report Mills wrote: “The night was one of the ugliest I ever passed, 
dark, cold, rainy, and muddy in the extreme” (DIO, October 4, 1876: 2:6).

At 0200hrs next morning, Mills marched his small command toward the 
encampment. When within 1 mile of it, Mills left the pack train consisting 
of 125 animals, with 25 men to hold them, under the command of Bubb. 
Approaching the village before daylight, his plan of attack involved three 
parallel columns of troops, the outer two being dismounted, and the center 
one mounted. The column on the right, numbering 57 men, was under 
Crawford, while that on the left, numbering 53 men was under Von Luettwitz. 
Commanded by Schwatka, the 25 mounted men in the center column were 
to wait for their dismounted comrades to silently surround the encampment 
in skirmish order and, on command of a bugle call, charge through the village 
driving the Native American ponies before them. As the Native Americans 
attempted to escape the dismounted men would open fire, and be joined by 
Schwatka’s troopers who would turn and fire having reached the other side of 
the village, thus creating a lethal crossfire.

The two dismounted columns advanced cautiously until they were within 
100yd of the Native American pony herd when the animals were spooked 
and, according to the Philadelphia Inquirer reporter, “rushed like a hurricane 
toward the village” (PI, September 18, 1876: 1:4). Of these events Mills, who 
was with Von Luettwitz’s detachment, wrote:

Gruard [sic] then informed me that the chance for a total surprise was entirely 
lost … I ordered the charge sounded, and right gallantly did Schwatka … execute 
it. Immediately the dismounted detachment charged on the south side, and 



63

commenced firing at the Indians, who, finding themselves laced in their lodges, 
the leather drawn tight as a drum by the rain, had quickly cut themselves out with 
their knives and returned our fire, the squaws carrying off the dead, wounded, 
and children up the opposite bluff, leaving everything … in our possession. (DIO, 
October 4, 1876: 2:6)

Red Horse, who was sleeping in one of the lodges when the attack began, 
recalled: “It was early morning, still dark and misting. We were all asleep. 
The first we knew we were fired upon, we caught up what arms we could find 
in the dark, the women taking the children and hiding among the rocks … 
Seven of my people were killed and four wounded at that time. Some of my 
horses were shot. The troops captured all our lodges, all our buffalo robes, 
and we had a great many. They took all we had” (Sioux War Papers, National 
Archives). Also in the camp, 17-year-old Charger recollected:

Troops of cavalry ran into the camp while the Indians were yet sleeping, and 
commenced to fire into them. The Indians fled naked, some of their ponies 
stampeded and all of the ponies were taken by the soldiers, except a few which ran 
in the direction of the fleeing Indians were not taken. As some of these ponies were 
caught by the Indians some rode double on their ponies and made their escape. 
All their tents, food, and other articles such as beadwork were destroyed by fire, 
leaving some of the fleeing Indians almost helpless, and in a destitute condition. 
(Charger 1928: 308)

Photographed by Stanley J. 
Morrow after the capture of 
the Slim Buttes village on 
September 8, 1876, a guidon 
taken from Custer’s battalion 
on Last Stand Hill rests 
against a Native American 
lodge and represents revenge 
for the massacre at the Little 
Bighorn. Standing left to right: 
scout Frank Grouard; Sgt. 
Ferdinand Culbertson; and  
2/Lt. Frederick G. Schwatka. 
Sitting from left to right: 
Lt. Col. William B. Royall; 
Capt. William H. Andrews; 
Capt. Anson Mills; and  
1/Lt. Joseph Lawson.  
(Denver Public Library 
Western Collection X-31736)
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As soon as the warriors had got their women and children to relative safety in 
a ravine across the creek, they turned on their assailants and opened fire on the 
cavalrymen, who began to entrench. During the heat of the action, Grouard 
reported to Mills that some of the Native Americans were escaping and, based 
on tracks discovered, there were other villages nearby. Fearing another Custer-
style massacre, Mills sent the scout to the rear with orders to dispatch a courier 
to Crook immediately, requesting reinforcements. Observing this incident, 
the Philadelphia Inquirer reporter recalled:

Two men volunteered for this service and galloped off … We then advanced into 
the valley under fire. The fusillade was continuous, and bullets came whizzing 
from nearly every acclivity. A low ridge hid the village from view, and at its foot 
were herded two hundred captured ponies. Gaining the ridge the fire upon us 
became nearer for a time, but well restrained by our skirmishers commanding the 
village. (PI, September 18, 1876: 1:4)

According to Charger, the warrior Burnt Thigh relayed developments to the 
main Native American camp. Red Horse, riding with those who managed to 
escape, recalled: “We gathered up a few horses and put our families on them 
and went to the main camp [on the southwest side of Slim Buttes] … where 
we told what had happened. A large body of young men went out in pursuit 
… We were coming in here to stay – to give ourselves up [at the Cheyenne 
Agency] … when we were attacked” (Sioux War Papers, National Archives). 
Although not present during this fight, Many Shields related, “About two 
thousand warriors started in pursuit” (Buell 1876).

Meanwhile at the American Horse encampment, Mills’ troopers started 
coming under heavy fire as the Native Americans rallied, and he later reported 
“as my command was almost entirely engaged with the wounded, the held 
horses, and the skirmish line, I determined to leave the collection of the 
property and provisions with which the village was supplied to the main 
command on its arrival” (DIO, October 4, 1876: 2:6).

The 5th Cavalry was the first to reach the battleground about 1000hrs 
followed by the battalions of the 2d and 3d Cavalry, the pack train, and the 
battalions of infantry. By 1400hrs Crook had his whole force assembled. 
About 100yd from the encampment was a ravine in which a band of seven 
warriors, including American Horse, and 15 women and children hid in a 
cavern of rocks. It was while attempting to dislodge them that Crook sustained 
one killed and three wounded. In an effort to save the women and children, 
Crook eventually parleyed with the Native Americans through Frank Grouard 
and, as a result, three warriors surrendered, including a mortally wounded 
American Horse. Thus the lives of some of the Native American women and 
children were saved.

Going into bivouac, Crook’s command was spread around the scene of 
the morning action. The cavalry rested for over a half-mile along the ridge 
immediately northwest of the village and parallel with Gap Creek. The 
infantry were camped farther north around the field hospital. The horses 
were staked out on the swales and ridges to the north and south of the creek. 
Meanwhile, Co. G, 4th Infantry, burned and destroyed the village.
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At about 1615hrs the Sioux under Crazy Horse began to arrive in 
numbers from the southwest, attacking the pickets of the 5th Cavalry and 
wounding three men. The afternoon action had commenced. One of the 
700 or so braves who responded to the attack, the Northern Cheyenne Tall 
Bull commented briefly in later years, “Some [of the survivors] ran to us 
and we attacked the soldiers and fought most of the day” (Camp Interview 
Notes). According to Crook’s aide-de-camp Lt. Walter S. Schuyler, there 
was a rush when the enemy approached in force. The alarm was given just 
in time, as the Sioux were well mounted compared to the worn-out Army 
horses (Schmidt 1946: 207).

After attempting unsuccessfully to drive off the cavalry horses, most of 
the warriors withdrew and occupied the bluffs south of the village. Crook 
immediately deployed his troops in skirmish order around the encampment, 
and a combined force of dismounted cavalrymen, consisting of elements of 
the 2d, 3d, and 5th Cavalry, and infantrymen, composed of companies of 
the 4th, 9th, and 14th Infantry, advanced south and west “at the run” and 
pushing the Native Americans back into the bluffs and beyond. At the same 
time mounted elements of the 2d Cavalry guarded the eastern flank, and two 
companies of the 9th Infantry protected the northern approaches.

Among the Sioux captured 
at Slim Buttes was Charging 
Bear, standing at center, 
and his wives and children. 
These Native Americans 
were captured with American 
Horse and Charging Bear was 
dragged out of the ravine 
with only one cartridge left. 
He later became the chief 
spokesman for the Native 
Americans at the Standing 
Rock Agency. (Denver Public 
Library Western Collection 
X-31748)
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“The most  beaut i fu l  Ind ian combat…”

Native American view: Sioux warriors led by Crazy Horse 
attack elements of the “great, irregular circle” formed by 
US cavalry and infantry of the Big Horn and Yellowstone 
Expedition under Brig. Gen. George R. Crook at Slim Buttes on 
September 9, 1876 (DIO, October 4, 1876: 2:5). Many of these 
Native Americans were involved in the defeat and massacre 
of Custer and the 7th Cavalry at the Little Bighorn. They are 
desperate to recover their ponies, capture the worn-out US 
cavalry horses, and free the Native Americans taken prisoner 
by Capt. Anson Mills earlier that day. Mounted on fleet ponies, 
a group of braves defy the carbine gunfire, attempting to probe 

and find a weak point in Crook’s lines. Urging the warriors 
forward, He Dog wears a trailer war bonnet and beaded war 
shirt, and brandishes a studded knife club and shield. With 
a Model 1873 Winchester repeating rifle in hand, another 
prominent Sioux leader called Kicking Bear leans behind his 
galloping pony to avoid the flying bullets. In his eagerness for 
revenge, a young warrior ventures ahead of the others and is 
knocked off his pony by a well-aimed shot from a trooper in the 
long blue line. The smoke from the burning lodges of American 
Horse billows in the background.

US cavalry view: Troopers of the 5th Cavalry deploy in 
dismounted skirmish order to drive off the Sioux warriors 
massing on the bluffs and flats around them. With drawn 
Colt revolver, Lt. Col. Eugene A. Carr, commanding the cavalry 
brigade, sits his mount unmoved as bullets whistle by him. 
Sergeant Lucifer Schreiber of Co. K is struck by a bullet in 
the thigh as he stands composedly watching his men as they 
blaze away with their Springfield carbines. Another trooper 
limps away from the line having been struck in the arm by a 

well-aimed arrow. Stepping a few yards ahead of the line, 
Pvt. “Paddy” Nihil, of Co. F, kneels, takes aim, and tumbles a 
Native American off his pony, and several other troopers nearby 
cheer at his successful shooting. Regarding the afternoon 
action at Slim Buttes on September 9, 1/Lt. Charles King, Co. K, 
5th Cavalry, recalled it was “the most beautiful Indian combat” 
he had ever seen, “for there were thousands engaged on the 
two sides” (ES, April 13, 1889: 10:2).
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Of the unfolding action, 1/Lt. Charles King, Co. K, 5th Cavalry, wrote:

On four sides of … a great, irregular circle, the combat is at its height. First in 
one place, then in another, by furious dashes the Indians strive to break the lines, 
but everywhere are met by cool, steady volleys. “Halt” and “lie down” have long 
since been signaled and the skirmishers are now prone upon the sward, for the 
Indians have been pushed so far back that their bullets no longer endanger the 
herds and the wounded in the village. Little by little the fire slackens; little by little 
the dripping skies change from gray to dun, then to brownish blue, then night 
settles down on crag and prairie; the red flashes grow less and less frequent, and 
at last die utterly away. Slowly the lines were drawn in while strong picket guards 
are posted, slowly and tenderly the seriously wounded men are borne back to the 
surgeon’s lodges. The adjutants tramp around from battalion to battalion making 
up the list of casualties ... (DIO, April 27, 1889: 20:2)

Following the previous day of fighting, Crook made no further effort to pursue, 
but concentrated on getting his command back to a regular supply source. Of 
the second day of action, King wrote: “Morning of September 10 broke wet, 
raw, and cold. A mist hovered over the surface of the earth and wisps of cloud 
floated across the face and summits of the buttes … Well out on the slopes, 
crouching behind their improvised rifle pits … pickets could be seen wearily 
watching for the first appearance of the Sioux” (CL, May 5, 1889: 13:4).

Crook buried his two dead with “scant ceremony” and, as his column 
departed, ordered it to march directly over the graves to destroy their location 
and prevent the Sioux from digging up the corpses and disfiguring them. 
King recalled:

No sooner did it become apparent to the Indians, crowding all around us on 
the heights, that Crook’s army was marching away than down they came at the 
burning village. They paid no attention to the long columns crawling snake-like 
away to the south – the pack trains with their guards, the cavalry and infantry 
skirmishers thrown well out on both sides and marching “by the flank.” With one 
accord they came swooping down from north and west, yelling rage and defiance, 
and blazing away at the long lines of cavalry skirmishers, dismounted to stand 
them off. (CL, May 5, 1889: 13:4)

On September 13, Crook finally obtained supplies from Crook City in 
the Black Hills, which ended the ordeal of his men. Of the movements of 
the Native Americans at the end of the second day of fighting, Red Horse 
commented: “The main body then left Slim Buttes and traveled to the 
Yellowstone where they camped below the mouth of the Tongue river” (Sioux 
War Papers, National Archives).

Army casualties at Slim Buttes on September 9–10, 1876 numbered two 
troopers and one scout killed and 23 troopers wounded. Two enlisted men of 
Co. M, 3d Cavalry, were awarded Medals of Honor for bravery. Due to their 
custom of carrying their dead and wounded off the battlefield, it is impossible 
to determine how many Native American casualties there were, although news 
correspondent Finerty claimed that approximately ten Native Americans were 
killed or wounded (Finerty 1890: 342–43).
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THE ROSEBUD
Compared with previous actions in frontier warfare, the battle at the Rosebud 
was a long and bloody fight. Never before had the Plains Indians fought with 
such ferocity. Neither had they been prepared to receive such high casualties 
in battle, but they were fighting to defend their families and nomadic lifestyle.

The lack of any spectacular success in the Yellowstone Expedition prior to 
the Rosebud rankled deeply with Brig. Gen. Crook, and the action on June 17, 
1876, was the only major setback he had suffered in 20 years of campaigning 
against Native Americans. In his official report he stated that he was operating 
in very rough and broken terrain in which his column was attacked on all sides. 
This, he claimed, forced him to divide his command in order to meet attacks 
from all sides. He further maintained that such an action would have been 
indecisive unless he captured the Sioux village which he believed was close by 
(Vaughn 1956: 195–96). Nevertheless, he was ultimately responsible for the fact 
that elements of his cavalry were lured out of support range causing his cavalry 
to become fragmented while trying to destroy a very mobile enemy.

Furthermore, the Rosebud was a strategic defeat for Crook as it prevented 
his immediate junction with Brig. Gen. Terry’s command, an event which 
would most likely have produced a different beginning, and doubtless a 
successful end, to what happened at the Little Bighorn eight days later. For 
years after, a dispute raged between Crook and Lt. Col. Royall, his cavalry 
commander, as to the reasons for their lack of success at the Rosebud. Royall 
accused Crook of poor battlefield performance, while Crook responded that 
Royall’s reluctance to rejoin him immediately after being ordered back from 
his isolated position near Kollmar Creek cost them dearly. Crook further 
claimed that the opportunity to launch a cavalry charge was missed because 
Royall took nearly three hours to carry out orders to rejoin the main force 
(Schmidt 1946: 195–96).

Analysis
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In the aftermath of the Rosebud, an unidentified participant in the battle 
admitted that the Army had underestimated the fighting capabilities of the 
Sioux and Cheyenne, stating that “the mere shaking of a buffalo robe, as 
some officers have claimed, will not make them run. They are quick to seize 
positions, quick to give them up when necessary to seize better ones; are 
far better armed than our troopers, and in fact possess all possible elements 
necessary to make the best light troopers in the world” (quoted in ANJ, 
July 22, 1876: 801–02).

THE L ITTLE B IGHORN
The annihilation of Lt. Col. Custer’s battalion at the Little Bighorn left the 
US Army, and indeed the American nation, in a state of shock. When his 
column reached the scene of devastation on Last Stand Hill and he found 
Custer’s remains, Terry is reported to have said tearfully, “The flower of 
the army is gone at last” (NYH, July 14, 1876: 5:6). A few days later Terry 
wrote Crook that he was “astounded at the number and skill of the enemy,” 
and commented that the situation was “‘scarey’ [sic] in the extreme,” but 
denied there was any “insecure feeling among the soldiers” (ANJ, August 5, 
1876: 837).

At the Little Bighorn, Custer brought about his own demise, plus that of 
272 other officers, enlisted men, scouts, civilians, and auxiliaries, by taking 
on virtually the whole Sioux nation, and its allies, with a single regiment, 
even if it was the 7th Cavalry. His refusal to sacrifice the speed and mobility 
of his mounted column by the inclusion of the lumbering Gatling gun battery 
offered by Terry is understandable, but such deadly weaponry would probably 
have made the difference on the day.

Custer had been a risk-taking soldier earlier in his career in both the Civil 
War (1861–65) and the Indian Wars. He also had possible political aspirations 
and hoped that further success on the battlefield would be a springboard to a 

ABOVE LEFT
The remains of Custer and his 
officers were buried at Fort 
Leavenworth on August 4, 
1876. This engraving from 
a sketch by J. Howell was 
published in Frank Leslie’s 
Illustrated Newspaper on 
September 8, 1877. At the 
conclusion of the burial 
services, the guard of honor 
fired a salute of three 
volleys, each loaded with 
ball cartridges rather than 
blanks, as a sign they would 
avenge the death of their 
fallen comrades. (Author’s 
collection)

ABOVE RIGHT
Crow scouts (left to right) 
Hairy Moccasin, White Man 
Runs Him, Curly, and Goes 
Ahead visit Custer’s death-
site marker in 1908. (Little 
Bighorn Battlefield National 
Monument LIBI 00019 00435)



72

successful candidacy. In his typically audacious style, he may have had designs 
on being president someday, and victory over the Sioux and their allies would 
have done much to pave his way to the White House. However, the events 
which unfolded on the windswept bluffs above the Little Bighorn on June 25, 
1876, militated against that.

The exhausted condition of some of Custer’s cavalrymen and their mounts 
played a significant role in the disaster. A few weeks after the battle, Capt. 
Benteen wrote: “on the 22d [June], the cavalry marched twelve miles; on the 
23rd, twenty-five miles; from 5 a.m. till 8 p.m., of the 24th, forty-five miles, 
and then after night ten miles further, resting, but without unsaddling, twenty-
three miles, to the battle-field” (ANJ, July 15, 1876: 791). Once engaged in 
the fighting, Custer divided his already depleted regiment into three small 
battalions, and fought an enemy of vastly superior numbers and firepower on 
unfamiliar ground. Even the unshakable self-belief of Custer, and the faith 
he had in the invincibility of the 7th Cavalry, could not overcome such odds.

According to the Cheyenne warrior Young Two Moon, “If these 
soldiers had all stood together the Indians could have done nothing with 
them” (Grinnell Collection). As Custer approached the Native American 
encampment, the Crow scout Half Yellow Face had objected to his tactics, 
stating through interpreter and scout “Mitch” Boyer that there were too many 
of the enemy and that Custer should keep his command all together. Custer 
brushed off the scout’s warning and Half Yellow Face started to strip off his 
soldier clothing and paint his face for battle (Lehman 2010: 99).

Certainly, Custer was let down by Maj. Reno and Benteen, who did not 
come to his aid when needed. As a result of the court of inquiry at Chicago 
in 1879, Reno was exonerated from charges of drinking and cowardice in 
the face of the enemy at the Little Bighorn. This did little to change public 
opinion, however, and enlisted men who testified later stated they had been 
coerced into giving a positive report to Reno. During the same year, while 
commanding officer at Fort Meade, Dakota Territory, Reno again faced court-
martial, charged with conduct unbecoming an officer because of his drinking. 
This time he was convicted and dismissed from the service on April 1, 1880. 
In 1904, a report in the Northwestern Christian Advocate claimed that Reno 
had admitted to its former editor that “his strange actions” at the Little 
Bighorn were “due to drink” (NCA, September 7, 1904: 3).

At the same court of inquiry, Benteen explained that if he had carried out 
Custer’s order to advance with the ammunition packs, his three companies 
would possibly have been hacked to pieces en route to Last Stand Hill. He 
added this would have left Reno’s battalion weakened, and when Terry’s 
column arrived he would have found every single man of the 7th Cavalry 
dead. Of the Sioux, Benteen would later state, “We were at their hearths and 
homes. Their medicine was working well, and they were fighting for all the 
good God gives anyone to fight for” (quoted in Brininstool 1933: 32).

When interviewed over a year after the battle, Sitting Bull commented, 
“These men who came with the Long Hair were as good men as fought. 
When they rode up their horses were tired and they were tired. When they got 
off from their horses they could not stand firmly on their feet. They swayed 
to and fro – so my young men have told me – like the limbs of cypresses in a 
great wind” (NYH, November 16, 1877: 4:1).
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SLIM BUTTES
The attack on the encampment at Slim Buttes was an act of revenge for the 
Little Bighorn disaster and salvaged something from the summer campaign of 
1876. Having captured the village of American Horse, who had participated 
in the action on Last Stand Hill, the cavalry under Crook’s command 
searched the Native American lodges and found a guidon carried by Co. I 
of the 7th Cavalry, a pair of gloves marked “Colonel Keogh,” and parts of 
other officers’ and non-commissioned officers’ uniforms, plus several troopers’ 
saddles, while horses in the herd bore the mark of the regiment. An abundance 
of dried meat also meant their “starvation march” was over (PI, September 18, 
1876: 1:4–5; DIO, October 4, 1876: 2:6).

However, the significant effect of Slim Buttes was not so much to inflict 
maximum punishment on the Native Americans, nor to pursue a policy of 
“total war” or extermination, as the Native Americans probably suffered fewer 
than a dozen casualties during the action. It was more a blow to their morale 
due to the significant loss and destruction of property.

In his own analysis of the campaign leading to the attack, Crook 
attributed the problems he experienced first to not having enough mules for 
transport, which led to the “starvation march,” and second to the lack of 
Native American auxiliaries and scouts. Disgusted with the poor result of the 
summer campaign, the Utes and Shoshones had left Crook’s command on 
August 20. This limited his reconnaissance capability to the extent that any 
positive results in finding the Sioux and their allies were a matter of luck. 
Nevertheless, the battle at Slim Buttes set the pattern for the relentless pursuit 
of the Native Americans and the destruction of their supplies which followed 
during the next 14 years, and some of the Sioux called it “The Fight Where 
We Lost the Black Hills” (Bray 2006: 245).

A detail from one of Stanley 
J. Morrow’s “Views of Gen. 
Crook’s Expedition and the 
Black Hills” shows a wounded 
soldier being carried on a 
mule litter after the fight at 
Slim Buttes. On the second 
day at Slim Buttes the circle 
formed by Crook’s force kept 
the warriors of Crazy Horse at 
bay, and Army commanders 
seem to have learned that 
flanking attacks requiring 
the splitting up of larger 
commands into smaller 
units of men was not the 
way to defeat the highly 
mobile Sioux and Cheyenne. 
(Library of Congress LC-DIG-
stereo-1s00439)
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Many of the Sioux and their allies returned to the reservations following the 
battles of 1876, and the number of warriors still in the field was reduced to about 
600. During the fall of that year, Col. Nelson A. Miles met with Sitting Bull 
near Cedar Creek in Montana Territory but failed to persuade him to surrender. 
After Slim Buttes, the Army continued to seek out the remaining Native 
American encampments. Further significant actions occurred on November 25, 
1876, at the Dull Knife Fight, and on January 8, 1877, with Crazy Horse at 
Wolf Mountain. On May 5, 1877, Sitting Bull led the remainder of his warriors 
and their families across the border into Canada. The next day, Crazy Horse 
surrendered at the Red Cloud Agency, near Camp Robinson, Nebraska, where 
on September 5 he was killed during a struggle with a guard.

Aftermath

The only survivor of the 
fighting during the closing 
stages at the Little Bighorn, 
the mixed-breed bay gelding 
“Comanche” ridden by Capt. 
Myles W. Keogh was found 
badly wounded by soldiers 
two days after the battle. 
After being transported to 
Fort Lincoln, he was slowly 
nursed back to health, and 
after a lengthy convalescence, 
was retired. Thereafter, on 
all ceremonial occasions 
of mounted regimental 
formation, he was saddled, 
bridled, and draped in 
mourning, and led by a 
mounted trooper of Co. I 
during regimental parades. 
(Little Bighorn Battlefield 
National Monument LIBI 
00019 00219)
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The Great Sioux War ended at Little Muddy Creek in Montana Territory 
on May 7, 1877 with Miles’ defeat of a remaining band of Miniconjou Sioux 
led by Lame Deer. Hunger and desperation eventually forced Sitting Bull and 
186 of his people to return to the United States and surrender on July 19, 
1881. Ownership of the Black Hills was determined by an ultimatum issued 
by the Manypenny Commission of February 28, 1877, according to which 
the Native Americans were required to cede the land to the US in return for 
the continued supply of rations to the reservations. Threatened with forced 
starvation, they ceded the land to the United States but never accepted the 
legitimacy of the transaction.

Photographed c.1876, 
Crow scout Curly became a 
celebrated survivor of the 
battle of the Little Bighorn, 
although his claims to have 
witnessed the last stages 
of Custer’s fight on “Last 
Stand Hill” are untrue as 
he probably slipped away 
before Custer reached the 
bluff at 3,411ft. Wrapping 
himself in a Sioux blanket, 
Curly is believed to have 
passed unnoticed through 
the victorious warriors and 
rode north to the mouth of 
the Little Bighorn to inform 
Terry’s command of Custer’s 
probable demise. Note the 
photographer David F. Barry’s 
blind stamp on the image. 
(Little Bighorn Battlefield 
National Monument LIBI 
00019 00190)
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ORDERS OF BATTLE
The Rosebud, June 17, 1876

Sioux and Cheyenne forces
Crazy Horse and c.1,000 warriors consisting of Oglala, 
Miniconjou, Sans Arc, Brule, and Hunkpapa Sioux, plus 
Northern Cheyenne. Casualties: c.16 KIA, 400 WIA.

Crook’s Column (Big Horn and Yellowstone Expedition)
Brig. Gen. George R. Crook, plus two aides-de-camp, 

one engineer officer, one quartermaster, one assistant 
quartermaster, one commissary of subsistence, one chief 
surgeon, one chief of transportation, and one chief of scouts.

Cavalry battalions (Lt. Col. William B. Royall, plus 
one adjutant, one acting assistant quartermaster, one 
assistant surgeon, and one acting assistant surgeon):

3d Cavalry (Maj. Andrew W. Evans, plus one battalion 
adjutant, 20 company-grade officers, and 517 men. 
Casualties: 9 KIA, 15 WIA = 24).
First Battalion (Capt. Anson Mills): Co. A (1/Lt. Joseph 
Lawson, 2/Lt. Charles Morton, plus 55 men); Co. E (Capt. 
Alexander Sutorius, 1/Lt. Adolphus H. Von Luettwitz 
(temporary duty from Co. C), 2/Lt. Henry R. Lemly, plus 45 
men. Casualties: 1 WIA); Co. I (Capt. William H. Andrews, 
1/Lt. Albert King, 2/Lt. James E.H. Foster, plus 46 men. 
Casualties: 2 KIA, 6 WIA = 8); Co. M (1/Lt. August C. Paul, 2/
Lt. Frederick G. Schwatka, plus 51 men. Casualties: 1 WIA).
Second Battalion (Capt. Guy V. Henry – WIA): Co. B 
(Capt. Charles Meinhold, 2/Lt. James F. Simpson, plus 
63 men. Casualties: 1 WIA); Co. D (2/Lt. John G. Bourke, 
plus 42 men); Co. L (Capt. Peter D. Vroom, 2/Lt. George F. 
Chase, plus 53 men. Casualties: 5 KIA, 2 WIA = 7); Co. F 

(2/Lt. Bainbridge Reynolds, plus 52 men. Casualties: 2 
KIA, 3 WIA = 5).
Two companies temporarily detached: Co. C (Capt. 
Frederick Van Vliet, plus 55 men); Co. G (1/Lt. Emmett 
Crawford, plus 55 men).

2d Cavalry Battalion (Capt. Henry E. Noyes, plus 8 company-
grade officers and 273 men. Casualties: 2 WIA): Co. A (Capt. 
Thomas B. Dewees, 2/Lt. Daniel C. Pearson, plus 56 men); 
Co. B (1/Lt. William C. Rawolle, plus 60 men); Co. D  
(1/Lt. Samuel M. Swigert, 2/Lt. Henry D. Huntington, plus 63 
men. Casualties: 1 WIA); Co. E (Capt. Elijah R. Wells,  
2/Lt. Frederick W. Sibley, plus 53 men); Co. I (2/Lt. Frederick 
W. Kingsbury, plus 41 men. Casualties: 1 WIA).

Infantry battalion (Maj. Alexander Chambers, plus one 
adjutant, one acting assistant surgeon, 10 company-
grade officers, and 191 men. Casualties: 3 WIA): Co. D, 
4th Infantry (Capt. Avery B. Cain, 1/Lt. Henry Seton, plus 39 
men. Casualties: 3 WIA); Co. F, 4th Infantry (Capt. Gerhard 
L. Luhn, plus 41 men); Co. C, 9th Infantry (Capt. Samuel 
Munson, 1/Lt. Thaddeus H. Capron, plus 46 men); Co. G, 
9th Infantry (Capt. Thomas B. Burrowes,  
1/Lt. William L. Carpenter, Capt. Julius H. Patski (assistant 
surgeon), plus 33 men); Co. H, 9th Infantry (Capt. Andrew 
S. Burt, 2/Lt. Edgar B. Robertson, plus 32 men).

Army scouts (Capt. George M. Randall; Frank Grouard, 
interpreter and scout).

Crow and Shoshone allies (total strength 262). 
Casualties: 1 KIA, 7 WIA = 8.

Packers (Chief of Pack Train, Thomas Moore; total 
strength 20).

Montana miners (total strength 65).
Wagon trains (Master, Charles Russel; 116 men).

The Little Bighorn, June 25, 1876

Sioux and Cheyenne forces
Sitting Bull and Crazy Horse, commanding c.4,000 Sioux and 

c.1,000 Cheyenne. Casualties: although unknown, an accurate 
minimum is 66 warriors, women, and children, of whom 46 
were killed, plus at least 100 wounded, on Last Stand Hill.

7th Cavalry
Overall strength (as reorganized on June 25, 1876): 

uniformed personnel – 31 officers and 576 men = 607, 

plus 48 civilians and sundries = 655. Total casualties: 268 
KIA, 52 WIA.

Custer’s battalion
HQ: Lt. Col. George A. Custer commanding, plus one 

regimental adjutant, one assistant surgeon, one acting 
aide-de-camp, one sergeant major, one chief trumpeter, 
two trumpeters, one staff sergeant, and one hospital 
orderly, plus two Quartermaster Department scouts, four 
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Crow scouts, and two civilians. Casualties = 13 KIA. 
Plus ten company-grade officers and 251 men, of whom 
52 were on detached duty = 275 all personnel. Casualties 
= 197. Total casualties on Last Stand Hill: 210 KIA.

Co. C: Capt. Thomas W. Custer, 2/Lt. Henry M. Harrington, 
plus 50 men. Detached: 8 men with the pack train plus 1 
messenger. -5 stragglers. Casualties on Last Stand Hill: 
37 KIA.

Co. I: Capt. Myles W. Keogh, 1/Lt. James E. Porter, plus 46 
men. Detached: 9 men with the pack train. -1 straggler. 
Casualties: 38 KIA.

Co. L: 1/Lt. James Calhoun, 2/Lt. John J. Crittenden, plus 
57 men. Detached: 13 men with the pack train. Casualties 
on Last Stand Hill: 46 KIA.

Co. E: 1/Lt. Algernon E. Smith, 2/Lt. James G. Sturgis, plus 
49 men. Detached: 11 men of whom 9 were with the pack 
train. -2 stragglers. Casualties on Last Stand Hill: 38 KIA.

Co. F: Capt. George W.M. Yates, 2/Lt. William Van Wyck 
Reily, plus 48 men. Detached: 11 men of whom 10 were 
with the pack train. -1 straggler. Casualties on Last Stand 
Hill: 38 KIA.

Reno’s battalion
HQ: Maj. Marcus A. Reno commanding, plus three 

adjutants, two surgeons, one trumpeter, and seven men, 
plus two Quartermaster Department Interpreters, three 
Quartermaster Department scouts, 21 Arikara, four 
Dakota, and two Crows = 46 of all personnel. Casualties 
= 5 KIA and 2 WIA. Plus five company-grade officers 
and 144 men, of whom 1 officer and 24 men were on 

detached duty = 149. Casualties: 40 KIA and 25 WIA.
Co. A: Capt. Miles Moylan, 1/Lt. Charles C. DeRudio, plus 

47 men. Detached: 8 men of whom 7 were with the pack 
train. Casualties: 8 KIA, 6 WIA = 14.

Co. G: 1/Lt. Donald McIntosh, 2/Lt. George Wallace, plus 
43 men. Detached: 8 men of whom 7 were with the pack 
train. Casualties: 14 KIA, 5 WIA = 19.

Co. M: Capt. Thomas H. French, 1/Lt. Edward G. Mathey, 
plus 54 men. Detached: 8 men, plus 1/Lt. Mathey, with the 
pack train. Casualties: 12 KIA, 10 WIA = 22.

Benteen’s battalion
HQ: Capt. Frederick W. Benteen, plus 1 Arikara scout, 5 

company-grade officers, and 136 men, of whom 26 were 
on detached duty = 143 of all personnel. Casualties: 10 
KIA, 23 WIA.

Co. H: 1/Lt. Francis M. Gibson, plus 45 men. Detached: 8 
men of whom 7 were with the pack train. Casualties: 3 
KIA, 17 WIA = 20.

Co. D: Capt. Thomas B. Weir, 2/Lt. Winfield S. Edgerly, 
plus 50 men. Detached: 7 men with the pack train. 
Casualties: 3 KIA, 3 WIA = 6.

Co. K: 1/Lt. Edward S. Godfrey, 2/Lt. Luther R. Hare, plus 
41 men. Detached: 1 officer and 10 men of whom 6 were 
with the pack train. Casualties: 5 KIA, 3 WIA = 8.

Pack Train
Co. B: Capt. Thomas M. McDougall, 2/Lt. Benjamin H. 

Hodgson, plus 44 men = 46. Detached: 1 officer (Hodgson as 
Reno’s adjutant) and 1 man. Casualties: 3 KIA, 4 WIA = 7.

Slim Buttes, September 9–10, 1876

Sioux and Cheyenne forces
American Horse plus Sioux and Cheyenne (44 lodges 

containing about 150 warriors).
Crazy Horse plus mixed band of c.700 warriors, including 

He Dog and Kicking Bear.

Crook’s Column (Big Horn and Yellowstone Expedition)
Brig. Gen. George R. Crook commanding, plus one assistant 

adjutant general, three aides-de-camp, one acting 
commissary of subsistence, one medical director, two 
assistant surgeons, and five acting assistant surgeons = 
14 of all personnel.

Cavalry Brigade (Col. Wesley Merritt, 5th Cavalry, plus two 
acting assistant adjutant generals and two aides-de-camp)

3d Cavalry Battalion (Maj. Andrew W. Evans, plus one 
adjutant): Co. A (1/Lt. Joseph Lawson, 2/Lt. Charles 
Morton); Co. B (Capt. Charles Meinhold, 2/Lt. James F. 
Simpson); Co. C (Capt. Frederick Van Vliet); Co. D  
(2/Lt. William W. Robinson, Jr); Co. E (1/Lt. Adolphus H. 
Von Luettwitz); Co. F (1/Lt. Alexander D.B. Smead,  
2/Lt. Bainbridge Reynolds); Co. G (1/Lt. Emmet Crawford); 
Co. I (Capt. William H. Andrews, 1/Lt. Albert D. King,  
2/Lt. James E.H. Foster); Co. L (Capt. Peter D. Vroom, 
2/Lt. George F. Chase); Co. M (Capt. Anson Mills, 1/Lt. 
Augustus C. Paul, 2/Lt. Frederick G. Schwatka).

5th Cavalry (Lt. Col. Eugene A. Carr, plus one adjutant):
First Battalion (Maj. John J. Upham, plus one adjutant): 
Co. A (Capt. Calbraith P. Rodgers); Co. C (Capt. Emil 
Adam, 2/Lt. Edward L. Keyes); Co. G (Capt. Edward M. 
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Hayes); Co. I (Capt. Sanford C. Kellog, 1/Lt. Bernard 
Reilly, Jr., 2/Lt. Robert London, 2/Lt. Satterlee C. 
Plummer, 4th Infantry, attached); Co. M (Capt. Edward H. 
Leib).
Second Battalion (Maj. Julius W. Mason, plus one 
adjutant): Co. B (Capt. Robert H. Montgomery); Co. D 
(Capt. Samuel S. Sumner); Co. E (Capt. George F. Price); 
Co. F (Capt. John S. Payne, 1/Lt. Alfred B. Bache); Co. K 
(Capt. Albert E. Woodson).

2d Cavalry Battalion (Capt. Henry E. Noyes): Co. A (Capt. 
Thomas B. Dewees, 2/Lt. Daniel C. Pearson); Co. B (1/
Lt. William C. Rawolle); Co. D (1/Lt. Samuel M. Swigert, 
2/Lt. Henry D. Huntington); Co. E (Capt. Elijah R. Wells, 
2/Lt. Frederick W. Sibley); Co. I (2/Lt. Frederick W. 
Kingsbury).

Infantry (Maj. Alexander Chambers): Co. D, 4th Infantry 
(1/Lt. Henry Seton); Co. F, 4th Infantry (Capt. Gerhard L. 
Luhn); Co. G, 4th Infantry (Capt. William H. Powell, 2/Lt. 

Albert B. Crittenden); Co. C, 9th Infantry (Capt. Samuel 
Munson, 1/Lt. Hayden D. Lany); Co. G, 9th Infantry (1/Lt. 
William L. Carpenter); Co. H, 9th Infantry (Capt. Andrew 
S. Burt, 2/Lt. Charles M. Rockefeller, 2/Lt. Edgar B. 
Robertson); Co. B, 14th Infantry (Capt. James Kennington, 
1/Lt. John Murphy, 2/Lt. Charles F. Lloyd); Co. C, 
14th Infantry (Capt. Daniel W. Burke); Co. F, 14th Infantry 
(Capt. Thomas F. Tobey, 2/Lt. Frederic S. Calhoun); 
Co. I, 14th Infantry (1/Lt. Frank Taylor, 2/Lt. Richard T. 
Yeatman).

Maj. W.S. Stanton, Engineers, commanding small irregular 
force.

Scouts (Capt. George M. Randall, 23d Infantry): Frank 
Grouard, William “Buffalo Bill” Cody, Baptiste “Big Bat” 
Pourier, Baptiste “Little Bat” Garnier, “Captain Jack” 
Crawford, Charles “Buffalo Chips” White.
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