4/2/2025 Been a couple years since | reviewed this—have been informed some links are broken, will fix
them. Easiest way to get in contact is PSLdocs@proton.me, always available to chat, answer
questions, discuss exit, accept stuff for this list, etc. As always, we believe that PSL’s main goal is to

destabilize American grassroots movements and act as controlled opposition; whether or not that is
the intent of any individual PSL organizer or branch, it is their repeated overall result and the role they
are most comfortable performing.

Documentation of corruption, institutional bigotry, and high-control group (cult-like) behavior in the
Party for Socialism and Liberation

This document compiles links to documentation of corrupt, harmful, and cult-like activity at the
institutional level in the Party for Socialism and Liberation. The Party uses its centralized communication
procedures to control the flow of information and systematically misinform its members of the facts
surrounding external critiques and accusations. As a consequence, there is a custom among rank-and-file

”n u.

members of dismissing all such critiques as the activity of “online/ultra-leftists,” “traitors,” or potential
federal agents. Among other purposes, this document allows PSL members full access to the evidence on
which outside critiques of such things as rape and abuse apologism are based. Many of these documents
were written by former members who had made significant sacrifices for the party and had a record of
disciplined behavior—although such credentials or lack thereof do not themselves determine the validity

of the critiques.

PSL is a high-control group with an ineffective strategy

Firsthand accounts

Ruthless Criticism, But Keep It to Yourself: Concealment and Corruption in PSL Philadelphia : the initial

internal criticism of the PSL’s public statement on the sexual assault in the Philadelphia branch

Addendum: The PSL response to the above document and our clarifications : a followup addressing the

PSLs internal response to the criticism, December 20th Zoom call, and aftermath

PSL Philly Twitter thread / mirror: Thread of one attendee’s reaction in the days immediately following

his expulsion after the Dec 20th Zoom call with national

12/22/2020 Facebook thread : Facebook post where participants in the December 20th Zoom call
recount and discuss the events in the comments

PSL Chicago: On Alienation / 2019-2020 : Account of an abortive split in the Chicago branch and the way
both local and national leadership reacted



mailto:PSLdocs@proton.me
https://rosegardendsa.substack.com/p/psl-is-a-high-control-group-with
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ntjUqtB-k4wuBuN4bc8r9ABxfNsIDVU2YOHW9E92TzM/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Dzh2ATsPUvkYWLd0vTppViuNxb-GZsboj8OhF3JWVhY/edit
https://twitter.com/JakeSymbol/status/1341006201623068678
https://web.archive.org/web/20210524083842/https://twitter.com/JakeSymbol/status/1341006201623068678
https://www.facebook.com/100010877341304/posts/1310370089335557/?d=n
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UweBPpO_A8TEvp30Uo_Xt6lD9WEPpzlFOA4OQ4WJgmE/

PSL Chicago Transphobia 1 : Account of transphobic behavior and discrimination by leadership in the
Chicago branch

PSL Chicago Transphobia 2 : Account of transphobic behavior and discrimination by leadership in the
Chicago branch

PSL Carbondale / Chicago / Atlanta: Statement on Experiences of Abuse and the Response of Party for

Socialism and Liberation: Account of an abuser circumventing any accountability in the community with

help with a cover-up from the Chicago Branch. The abuser has transferred to the Atlanta Branch as of
August 2021.

PSL Philly: Regarding Steven Powers : screenshot disclosing that Steven Powers was not expelled from
the Philadelphia branch

PSL Philly: Party for Socialism and Liberation Member's Resignation Letter : Article discussing and

reposting a Philadelphia branch member’s resignation in August 2020 during the sexual assault
investigation. Mirror of the above resignation letter with names censored.

PSL Philly: PSL Stalked, Doxxed, Harassed a #MeToo Survivor : Article reposting and discussing the online

reaction to the public release of “Ruthless Criticism, But Keep It to Yourself: Concealment and Corruption
in PSL Philadelphia”

PSL Philly: PSL Whistleblowers Refute Central Committee’s Defense Of Steven Powers : Article reposting
and discussing the “Addendum: The PSL response to the above document and our clarifications”
document

PSL Philly: Fashbusters Thread: Twitter thread rounding up various posts regarding the PSL Philadelphia
branch sexual assault and its aftermath, including the “Ruthless Criticism” document and its aftermath

PSL Los Angeles: [Marxism] Fw: Dealing with PSL/ANSWER : Account of patterns of high-control, bigoted,
and violent behavior being tolerated by PSL leadership

PSL Los Angeles: Boycott ANSWER Coalition! PSL is Corrupt! : Account of PSL leadership financially
exploiting the working class

PSL Los Angeles: PSL Sectarianism: Snitchjacketing, Violence and Character Assassinations : Account of
witnessing a pattern of high-control behavior and dishonesty from PSL leadership

PSL Sacramento: This is why | left the Party for Socialism and Liberation... : Account of someone
resigning from PSL Sacramento branch over leadership’s bigoted behavior

PSL San Antonio: Letter to the Party for Socialism and Liberation: Letter regarding PSL’s attempts to
destabilize the organizing scene in San Antonio. PSL’s response is here.



https://web.archive.org/web/20210306234216/https://twitter.com/punk_bolshevik/status/1350936892540391429?s=20
https://web.archive.org/web/20210306233951/https://twitter.com/punk_bolshevik/status/1352320433543118849?s=20
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BGzU5z84rQ5rxt4lr4cpAtJwkJCuSt_ivll4rPZcMKY/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BGzU5z84rQ5rxt4lr4cpAtJwkJCuSt_ivll4rPZcMKY/
https://web.archive.org/web/20210117014100/https://twitter.com/pavdc/status/1350256598409764865
https://fashbusters.wordpress.com/2020/10/17/party-for-socialism-and-liberation-philadelphia-metoo-resignation-letter/
https://archive.is/yT5vp
https://fashbusters.wordpress.com/2020/12/30/psl-stalked-doxxed-harassed-steven-powers-accuser/
https://fashbusters.wordpress.com/2021/01/18/psl-whistleblowers-steven-powers/
https://twitter.com/fash_busters/status/1338535239824662530
https://www.mail-archive.com/marxism@lists.econ.utah.edu/msg08309.html
https://johnwillflow.wordpress.com/2014/01/29/boycott-answer-coalition-psl-is-corrupt/
https://johnwillflow.wordpress.com/2014/01/29/psl-sectarianism-snitchjacketing-violence-and-character-assassinations/
https://comradem.tumblr.com/post/76021295729/a-few-people-have-been-asking-for-this-this-is
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13B1mRXLxCq1gsBA2_WMEdz19UtWf18FVSdlVuwz3m88/edit?tab=t.0
https://aquamarine-megan-26.tiiny.site/

Public criticisms

PSL Albuguergue: Anti-Indianism and Sexism Have No Place in The Movement: An Indigenous Feminist

Perspective : Statement by the Red Nation regarding severing of relations with the PSL

A Brief Criticism of the Party for Socialism and Liberation : Statement by a candidate in the Atlanta
branch of PSL regarding the sexual assault in Philadelphia branch and its aftermath

Women and the Vanguard Party (Why I'm Resigning from the PSL) : Public criticism of sexism and

distorting democratic centralism in the PSL

PSL's own response to accusations of misogyny: "PSL, women leaders respond to deceptive open letter
from former candidate-member Leah" : The PSL’s response to the above, showing their pattern of having

a group of women sign on to a statement in response to criticism and the same pattern of denial.
Multiple women who signed this statement have since resigned.

Against the Party for “Socialism” and Liberation: Proletarian Feminism is the Weapon to Smash
Revisionism! : Criticism of the PSL touching on all of the above topics

On the Electoral Cretins Part 2: Deceptions of the Party for Socialism and Liberation : Criticism of PSL's
electoral strategy

Leaked recording reveals how Party for Socialism and Liberation (PSL) cut socialist candidates from the

California ballot : Account of the tactics PSL employs in its electoral strategy

PSL’s Brian Becker, Loud & Clear Radio, and Right-Wing Entryism : Criticism of PSL's propaganda efforts
platforming right-wing speakers

Failing Upwards: The AmeriKKKan Marxist Parties & Their Problems : Long form theoretical criticism and

account of the inner politics of the PSL

Where's the Winter Palace? On the Marxist-Leninist Trend in the United States: Excellent piece
describing recent experiences with Marxist-Leninism in the U.S.

Open Letter on Criticism-Self-Criticism (CPML)

Relevant reading

Why Misogynists Make Great Informants


https://web.archive.org/web/20210414070328/https://therednation.org/anti-indianism-and-sexism-have-no-place-in-the-movement-an-indigenous-feminist-perspective/
https://web.archive.org/web/20210414070328/https://therednation.org/anti-indianism-and-sexism-have-no-place-in-the-movement-an-indigenous-feminist-perspective/
https://commiewife.medium.com/a-brief-criticism-of-the-party-for-socialism-and-liberation-95923b8cae6
https://web.archive.org/web/20210308201711/https://noviydialectic.medium.com/women-and-the-vanguard-party-why-im-resigning-from-the-psl-30453e819147
https://medium.com/@pslweb/psl-women-leaders-respond-to-deceptive-open-letter-from-former-candidate-member-leah-dc2d2e17261e
https://medium.com/@pslweb/psl-women-leaders-respond-to-deceptive-open-letter-from-former-candidate-member-leah-dc2d2e17261e
https://peoples-voice.org/2021/01/04/psl-proletarian-feminism-weapon/
https://peoples-voice.org/2021/01/04/psl-proletarian-feminism-weapon/
https://web.archive.org/web/20240205234504/https://tribuneofthepeoplenews.wordpress.com/2020/08/14/on-the-electoral-cretins-part-2-deceptions-of-the-party-for-socialism-and-liberation/
https://socialism.com/fs-article/leaked-recording-reveals-how-party-for-socialism-and-liberation-psl-cut-socialist-candidates-from-the-california-ballot/
https://socialism.com/fs-article/leaked-recording-reveals-how-party-for-socialism-and-liberation-psl-cut-socialist-candidates-from-the-california-ballot/
https://medium.com/@dotcommunism/psls-brian-becker-loud-clear-radio-and-right-wing-entryism-349cf6f29aa4
https://thelatefifinono.wordpress.com/2020/07/08/failing-upwards-the-amerikkkan-marxist-parties-their-problems/
https://theleftwind.org/2018/03/02/winter-palace/
https://www.marxists.org/history/erol/ncm-5/crit-self-crit.htm
https://truthout.org/articles/why-misogynists-make-great-informants/
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The Missing Stair

What | Have Learnt About High Control Groups

Role-Playing in High Control Groups

Characteristics Associated with Cultic Groups

Cults of our Hegemony: An Inventory of Left-Wing Cults

The Cadre ideal: Origi i f 2 political cult. (DWP)

Out of the Red Closet: Gay and Lesbian Experiences in the Previous Communist Movement (RCP)
Nine Letters To Our Comrades - Getting Beyond Bob Avakian's New Synthesis (RCP)

Ex-International Socialist Organization Member Exposes Rape Cover-Up by 2013 Steering Committee
(1SO)

Did a “rape coverup” destroy the ISO? (article from ISO leadership defending the investigation)

Taking Our Final Steps (ISO)

What Socialists Can Learn from #MeToo (ISO)

Open Letter to Some Ex-Leaders of ISO

The WWHP is Splitting


https://lynnspiracy.medium.com/whos-really-doing-good-work-here-f3dcda72e537
http://pervocracy.blogspot.com/2012/06/missing-stair.html?m=1
https://avataruncovered.is/what-i-have-learnt-about-high-control-groups-guest-blog/
https://watchman-ga.org/role-playing-in-high-control-groups/
https://web.archive.org/web/20190718131333/https://www.icsahome.com/articles/characteristics
https://web.archive.org/web/20240407200037/https://cosmonaut.blog/2020/11/18/cults-of-our-hegemony-an-inventory-of-left-wing-cults/
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/232556004_The_cadre_ideal_Origins_and_development_of_a_political_cult
https://libcom.org/library/out-red-closet-gay-lesbian-experiences-previous-communist-movement
https://www.bannedthought.net/USA/Kasama/Pamphlets/Kasama-M.Ely-NineLettersToOurComrades-2007.pdf
https://www.scribd.com/document/404107650/Ex-International-Socialist-Organization-Member-Exposes-Rape-Cover-Up-by-2013-Steering-Committee-3-11-19
https://internationalsocialism.net/did-a-rape-coverup-destroy-the-iso/
https://socialistworker.org/2019/04/19/taking-our-final-steps
http://socialistworker.org/2019/03/20/what-socialists-can-learn-from-metoo
https://socialistworker.org/2019/04/11/open-letter-to-some-ex-leaders-of-the-iso
https://libcom.org/forums/north-america/wwp-splitting-16072018

