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Japen was a culture of little things; of dwarfed trees and tiny gardens; of minute
and wbiring eultﬁ.ntim of the soil; end wide worship of sea and air and mountain, There
were sillk and pqarlli and gold and gorgeous ceremony and solid building, Yet life in g0
Japen did not have tﬁo gorgeous iridescenee of the Chinese tile and towers, It was more’
sombre and solid and built upon the hard and continuous work of masses of men, Under the
muste, dancing, and painting was the hand work snd striving for power which characterises
a growing state until we had thet curious division of power by wﬁieh phantom emperors were
ruled by the great families of the Shoguns who beeame the real rulers of Jepan, who beat 1
biok the hords of Kublad Khan, the Mengul, who had conquered China snd who eventuslly waie ,
fled Japen imbo a counbry that lmew how to guard itself frem ememies withowt and within,

© Porhaps it will be well to pause & moment here and review somewhat more in detail

+the hiatbry of Japans The bocks of Confucius, one of the world's greatest philesophers,

6
were brousht to Japem from Keree in 286 A, D, and Korean and Chinese scholars became in= |
structors to ‘tho young princes and nobles, In 552 A, D, came Buddhism end for two /gc_ntm-
tions o flerce religlous feud arose bebween the old religion end the new, s ol relde
glon was an accumulation of myths and ceremenies somewhat enalogous to the ancient Afri=
can rtllgiom‘ as ‘they n-uta’bli:&d ‘themselves in the West Indies and to a lesser extent
in the Ualted Statos. The new Suidhim eume from Indin. It wns omo of the greatest ate
Wgs of all %ine te load men imte the paths of rightecusness butkheii‘i‘%f and example, b? 4
dogma and ceremony, The spread of Buddhism over the East was analogous to the spread of
Christianity over the West, But the results were different for Duddhism became a religiom
of art and humanitys it puppnn;od war, it built beautiful temples, it promulgated a !'U-
ligion of personal sacrifice. Gradut'lly it gained the ascendency in Japan end for 200
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‘hind the throme, the Shoguns, which made the horlditary emperior a shadow in seme such way

L]

years tixe state was gradually changed, the m:;thip of the land dia‘t:ributod more wide=
ly, the goverment centralized, the beautiful oity of Nars built, "brizht and gay 1ike

the cherry in full bloom." Then begiuning with 784 came the period of great familles and
the rise of feudalimm along with a develomment in literary and esthetic tradition, and

the establishment of a new capital at Kyoto. Poets wrote, tournaments were held amid
cherry blosoms, flower viewing besame an art, games and amusements were oJ:a‘borated, and
musie, end daneing, and painting cultivobed, In the 12th century erose the powers bee

as the King of England tod-.y is but the orﬂom reminder of a power which is lodged in l
the hands of the Cabinmet snd Prime Minister, But the Japamese Shogunate from the 12th 6

‘the 19th century was upheld by the military power, sbility, and wealth of a few greet

families without demoeratic sontrol, It led in the middle of the 14th ecentury to eivil

/

~ strife which lasted throughout the 16th eentury, but gradually in the 17th century Japan

echieved a wnity in contra-distinetion to the division under the feudal lords, From 1603
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to the mid.ile. of the 19th century the Tokusawe Shoguns ruled Japans A long eontinued |
peace wms established and the country wuns earefully seecluded from its neighbors for fear

W

of foreipgn rbll‘glon and foreizn aggroision. A revivel of learning tock places The Japan=

ese languaze and literature as contrasted with the Chinese was encouraged, and mt;hml'- -

ism and imperisliem were prelchod. Then ceme the visit of Commodore Perry and the mtien_

' was rudely shaten from its slumber of seslusion, ITreaties with foreign nations had te be

made and suddenly the whole form of gmment wes changed. The ruling Shoguns were de=

poled; the . imperial pmr under the Emperor lieiji came to ‘the front end the first dqllbom :
tive assembly met in 1369. This did not mean that Japan was a democracy, but it meant that
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" This restoration of 1868 marked modern Japane

9

the basis of power " g— widely distributed among noble families and the rilinlc

merchant class so that the democratization of the nation beganm in 1868, - 7, :
- Rather suddenly them in the middle of the 19th century, and throngh the impulse of

& swmsh-buckling American ship eaptain, the docrs of Japan were foreed open end she came

 through commerce to be a part of the modern world, The greet families of the Shoguns who

were compelled to make treaty with the West and open the kingdom te power, ineurred there=
for such emmity that they fell from control and the empire was reatored, wnder the vilibh
power of tha emperor, but still becked and advised by other great femilies and great nobln.

That modern world had started with the African slave trade when labor became a ea

modity and when the growing disposition of Christismity to reg;u& the souls of workers

was'tran_smwbed into the new theory of capitalism which made human labor e thing te be /
bought and sold. The creps raised by Negro slaves in Louisiana, in the United States,

1o

the West Indies, and South America began to eircle the world and built that primry'm
cumlation of Capital which soom damincted the new machine industryy new cities arosej a

new eommercej & new demand for the exchange of goods; and Japan had in its silk, its pot=
tory, its handierafts, meterial which the world venteds Burops and Ameriea forced her to
trade with them as they were foreing China, Dut Japan was different from Chinaj mot so
different in the mammer of its mem for they had much of the seme blood, but whereas the
imporial pewer of China hed driven resistence down into the femily, clan and village snd
WG ARt vagrened M Janky i Jkpiny o the whder hand, you had o singularly wniffed
country which enibled 1t to present a united front te the world from 1858 to this day. ;
‘Bocial olassés were straitly drewn and yet solidly and subtly knit together by the ‘ltrup-'
est bonds of religlon, Emperor-worship, & cammon heritage of culture and a new enthusiatie
nationalism. Only for a inmt did foreign eourts hold judﬁdict!.m over foreigners nvia‘
there, Foreign merehants found no such focthold as they fownd in Chine and Tndia and
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pr&tty goon the Buropeen world was satisfied to trade with Japan as an cqﬁu s albeit
a shrewd ome to be watehed, : : :

Then came ome of thoge sudden forward movements that has characterized Japanese histe
ory: & wer with China over Kores broke cut in 1894, | It was in the view of the world u
absurd illogienl struggle, China ot & hind evik though sleeping with hands and feet tied
by Bnglend, Ameriu, and anco. But a giant, nmrhhelon, with 400 milliens of people,
with a history whioh made Burope an infant, and with possibilities that were colossal. Yet
beeause China was encroaching upon Korea, that Korea which was almost a motherland to Japan ; ‘,"
and yet reographieally a threat to her independence, Japan atiacked China and in a short .
swift war of a year, thmd the wealmess of the greater eountry and convineed Europe that
the time for dismembering China and making her a colonial appendage to European commerce
had eome, - :

The Ja.pmno were pnctinlly cmpclled by the eoncert of Elropeo.n powers to toke §
mthing from China but Korea and Formosa which meant that China, now revesled as weak and ;
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totlering was to be divided by Europeans with Japan left outs Hereupon immediately Russia
Germany, and England stepped forward to make good thelr clalus upen verious n.ti;onl ol v |
Chinas But this led in 1504, to another and more astonishing war when Japan actually
challenged Russia, In many respects then the greatest of Eurcpean powers, and made her sue
for peace in 1905, Tws in two bounds Japan from being in 1868 a country about to be domis
nated by Buropean merchants, became im 1905 cme of the great powers of the world, breaking

Nk iy o whide il didnatioi,  JHNR iy Shue Wetil Nedey Tephi han prasecinl ke

: blem for those who think of the fubure of modern eivilization as a problem of white tali.

Frem being first.a cming curiosity and then & presurptuous imitator she is gvisaged
today es a great danger and rival to Europo snd Americas This change of attitude has céul e
about besause of the military and naval power of Japanj because of her attitude toward Gh!.ﬂ.g
and especially because of the faet that lhohuputth.h:t hbomnuhatur- as aﬁn}.
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of the West. Japan's attitude toward China developed after the World Wars : The Io’r‘id Tar
meant that the pmr of th- white race to rule the world was definitely gone. Jupu h-r,
however, that as soon as Eunpe recovered from this ntsstrophe and as a m.ethnd of recovery \',"‘ﬁ

she would pursue h_,er plans toward China, and tba'h China muld practieally be divided be= :
twoen France and England with Cernany snd the new semmunistic Russia demending sventually
. their share, The result was that Japan, hnvi.ng suffered leagt in the War, seized Gemn:v'l @

share during the Wnr and demanded pmctioala.y 2 Ihnrbe Doctrine for Chinej ;bhat is, the 3,
right of Japan to lead in the future esonomic dmlopnent of the Bast te the exclusion of -
white Burepe, It was & tremendous demand naturally preposterous im the eyu of Europe w- 3

spite the well-luown fact that she had beem making demends for white demination of all

Asta and Africa during the whole of the 19th century. Nt only aid Burope resist this des E

O T

mand but China, itself revolutionized before and during the World Wer, and secking to re=
establish its integrity, complained bitterly that her sousins of the yellow race were try=
;i

s

ing to play the same rele which hor enemies of the white race had so suecessfully played

S L T
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in the 10th cenburys It was in vain that Japan declared that her role was differents that %
she was protecting China end Asia against Europej and that unless she warded off ‘uu..n-p ‘g

minigm of Russis to the north and the imporialim of England t the South, China would
nmr snrﬂva and Asia would never become mdepemm.
Pursuing this idee, Japan in 1931 seized Mnnchnria and mede it inte a puppet sh‘bn

and later deminated two districts of North China, The reaction toward Japem was bitter

b

and the feeling throughout the Europesn and hnmu world would, wader other clreum=
stances and in other ages, hnvt led imodiutaly to mr. But Burope as Japen mll hﬂr

sould mot fight end for the nm time since the Turks threatened Viemna, a colored pecpls i
successfully defied Europe,

Nor did ‘J'apan‘rut here. Hitherto the whole Furopesn argument had arraigned Asia
for backvardness in modern industrialization, Japan thorefore deftly changed her object
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and v.ttul:; Gmdunlly pushing back her purely military program of aggnashn, seemingly
on ch:lm but really apgainst the West, she began te industrialize the Japenese state, She
integrated her handierafts, she built factories, she 1mpex‘hd m'mterm, she lmroi :

% D
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hcr,nonoy wages. The state helpc;d to furnish capital, Vhile the export trade of Ilr.pd

and Ameriea dwindled during the depression Ja. an's went up
"nde Pin Japen®, Tserther Stein, PP.IPE'!, 169?%.: imn) = |

"To=day Japan exports five or six times as meny finished products as she did in 1914,
L the exports of 1914 are used as o basio index of 100, the quntitative developaent of .|
her exports is as follows:

1814, 1003 1920, 210 1928, 2545 1952, 3255 1934, 5566,

Jazan‘s guantitative share in the world's trade of manufactures is now almost 10
per sente ; ‘

In seme products her share is much larger; {n cottom tissues, for instence, it is )
40 per cents Even the average figure is lower only than the shares of the four hﬂuntrh.l
Great Powers: Great Britain, the United States, Germany and France, which together mono=
polize two-uthirdl of this world tradess « «

Today Japan is the largeat exporter of cobtton tissues in the worldj her share of 40
per cent is larger than that of Great Britain, The British record, established shortly
before the war, was 7 blllion square yards of cobton tissues, At that time Japn was not i
& serious competitor, A few figures will illustrate the later development of British M
Japancse ‘prorbs of cobton 'kilms (in m.illim yards)s {

i o

Aol s

16 i |

' : ‘ Great Britain Japan : ]

- 1928 1 5,866 1,419 : & |
1932 2,198 . 2,052 , g

1934 1,996 - 2,568 : .
Greet Bri-ba.in‘a exports of cotton tissues have gone back to the figures of the ,

1gixties, the time whon feudal Japem wes cpened to internatiomal trade by forces At <
+that time Jupan had he.rdly any industry worth the neme, end Japanese pioneers were . . |
coming to England Wiestern spimning methodss And to=day Japan is ahead of "',j
Greet Brita.in by 500 mﬂl squere yardsi + o »

Japan begem her cereer on world merkets as o simple exporter of raw silk, During
the sccond phase of her development as an exporter, cotbon tissues seemed the only item
which eould be addeds Soon, however, in the third phese, she becsme & lending exporter
of artificial silk and of other textiles. And already the fourth phase has begun, for A
of late the exports of all textile prcducts have been e::ceeded by the exports of non= "
textile 'general industrial merchande®e's « o, . i

The 'mon~textiles' which Japen to~lay exports up to a value of at least 1 million
pownds esch include the following: timmed foodstuffsy wheat flour; refinec sugarj drugs
and chemicalsy 8y paints, &6s3 beots end sheesy buttons and Jewelleryy papors potter=
ies) gladd and sswarej irom mils; ensmelled ware, cutlery end nalle; clocks and
selentifiec instrumentss lampsy toys."
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She reached all parts of the world, she under-sold England in England bnd the United
States in Ameriea, She became a great rival of Westerm industry. Europe sought te re-

‘taliate by tariffs to restriet her exports but Japan so o::y.niud her buying power that

she forced trade agreements even fram such enemies as Australia and Americm. " When Austra=
lia refused to buy Japemese goods, Japan refused to buy Australian wooly when the United
States threatened to exelude Japanese goods, Japan threatened to stop buying 800 millien
dollars worth of “merican cotton anmually, It did mot take Australia and the United States
long to come an understanding with Japan, for Japanese buyers‘did not compete with .‘ouoh
others They stood as a wnit. ' '

But thi.l meant strain and told upon Japan's internal crmiutien. It depressed the
status of all Japanese workers, and partiouhrly of Japanese peasants, It threatened h\mr 2
tumoi.l]:u:upitn this Japen hed ltrong arguunts ‘o lum:ert her at home: what would lu.ppatJ
;f labor over-thréw capital in Japan? Colored labor was not recognized in the West as

human laber; the people of the United States had excluded the Japanese by law, not becauss

18

F

-

they were vagabonds and burdens but because they were too thrifty and teo efficient; a
political deal b-i;um the West and the South brought the Japanese exclusion law in re-
turn for the defleat of the anti-lynching bill in 1924, Thus America showed her clear
sttitude toward colored labor whether it was her own black eitizens or yellew foreignerss
Moreover, while the money wage of Japanese was low, the return in satisfactions, in beauty
and completeness of life, was larger than in the Westy so that her workers were not as
discontented as ;;hq ought te have been when one takes into account their need of better
nourishment, olothing and shelter,

One cannot leave Japan without a further word as to its religien, literature, and
art todays. The most influential reugion in Japen is Shintos It is a combination of
prohi:torio myth, ancestor worship and Chinese ethics. One cam understand it be-§ by

imagining that the Afriom rites imported to Haiti by the early slaves had been r-.tlmllnl
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and directed into a code of ethies by educated and thoughtful leadership, that their
prinitive beauty had been retained, and thet en the family worship had beem mm
There emerged a re-
ligion of honor and ethiec with little dogma, with simply ceremony which binds children

the worship of “govermment and nation as typified in the omperor,

and youth in a :mrly charming wey to the Japanese state, Shinto and Buddhism have
had many peiﬂ:s of eontact and influences Yo the 173 million followers of Shinto must

be added the 42 million followers of Buddha cooperating in many respects; and yet Blddhin

d:l.vi.dod, like chr:lathnity inte 11 sects, is still a powerful philosophy of life more ‘o

Chinese tham Japanese in its general outlines To these may be added 250 thousand
Christianse

Japanese literature has had & long and homorable tradition, . It has been influenced
since 1868 by modern Buropean literature which has be'm largely trenslated into
Hewspapers and magazines have given m.

Japanese,
to a wido body of mdor: among & people large-
1y literate, There are. several daily papers with a cimlatlm of a million and more,

20 A

There is a native novel and & new native poetry and recently an inereasing literature of
the proletariat, In the fine arts Japen has been original and singularly beauwtiful,

Their painting has been in water colors rather than 0il and with India ink, Instead of
centralizing their attention on the human figure 'bhoy have protrayed more in the ab= _
stract, depicted bu.utiful lendscapes and flowers and mountains, and in human bcingl action
rather then form, I saw the last National Exhibitiom in Kiota and the marvelous work in
screens and flgﬁru. There is, of course, nothing seo beautiful as the Japanese veolor
printse In scupture and applied art, in lacquer war and ceramics Japanese u.ﬂ:_hu set
world wide standards, Arehitecture in Japan has been selebrated for its simplieity and
simple beauty rather them the overwhelming grandeur of the Chinese, While in the drama
there is a nationel tradition to which the West is more and more giving eareful abtention,
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Here, therefore, stands Japan today. Slowly she is turning toward understanding
with China although that involves the danger of European interference since China still
has naive confidence in the phi.laﬁthropy of the West. "Japan has declared her emmity to= ;
ward Russian omniuq although that forces her to give too much power to her military.
party and to turn her back upex perhgp: the greatest effort to rnise the economic level
of the cammen people which the world has ever seen. Then too, besause of the race pre=
judice of Emgland and America which refuses Japem fellowship as an equal, she has been
forced almost into the lap of Fasoist Germany and Italy who represent today war, tyrammy, ‘ :
reaction and race hate on the most dangerous seale. Yet all is not dark, Japan has & <
‘magnificent heritage of courtesy, pride, hard work, and efficiency, ©She has a beautiful
national art and a religion of honor and sacrifice, She works as a group more completely ”“
than perhaps any other single nation, She has won the respect of the world evem though
that respect is expressed in fear and armaments She has but one thing to remember and
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hrger and larger numbers of Jui:anue realize thiss <first, that the union of Japan end
China and wcn‘;ullly Indh can easily dominate the world with a leadership of mankind
such as Western Europe never could accomplishy but that secondly, this may be a denger
to culture unless the welfare of the worker as sontrasted with the profits of the riech

" are made the leading ideal of Japanese civilization, We who wateh the development of

Ju.pan from afar, with sympathetic eyes, and the curious tie of oolo:j with all its memory
of insult, slavery and oxbleito.tion can but hope that her possible leadership of the world
will meke for industrial democracy and human understanding across the color line on a far
larger scale than the world has yet seen accomplisheds
It perhaps is not necessary to draw a moral from the history of Japan which may be
applicsble to us hew and here, but I sannot refrain from pointing out one lessén: and that
is that the fundamental problem which Japan is teday attacking is m her problem of






