
## Short answer and important caveat 

There are not quite two dozen *universally agreed* “color/flower revolutions.” The label 

“color revolution” is applied unevenly—sometimes by activists, sometimes by journalists, 

and often by governments seeking to delegitimise a movement. Below I give a vetted list of 

20 protest uprisings from roughly the last 50 years that have commonly been identified in 

public debate by a colour, flower or symbolic name (some are contested or retrospective 

usages). After the list I provide a class-based, anti-imperialist analysis. 

## 20 colour/flower-named uprisings (name — place — year — one-line note) 

1. **Velvet Revolution** — Czechoslovakia — 1989 — peaceful overthrow of the Communist 

Party.   

2. **Singing Revolution** — Estonia/Latvia/Lithuania — 1988–1991 — mass non-violent 

independence movement (symbolic name).   

3. **Bulldozer Revolution** — Serbia — 2000 — mass protests that toppled Miloćević 

(often discussed with the “colour” revolutions).   

4. **Rose Revolution** — Georgia — 2003 — mass protests forced presidential resignation.   

5. **Orange Revolution** — Ukraine — 2004–2005 — mass protests after electoral fraud, 

leading to rerun election.   

6. **Tulip Revolution** — Kyrgyzstan — 2005 — mass protests that removed President 

Akayev.   

7. **Cedar Revolution** — Lebanon — 2005 — mass mobilisations following Hariri 

assassination, forcing Syrian withdrawal.   

8. **Jasmine Revolution** — Tunisia — 2010–2011 — mass uprising that toppled Ben Ali and 

sparked the Arab upheavals.   

9. **Saffron Revolution** — Myanmar — 2007 — monk-led protests against military rule 

violently suppressed.   

10. **Green Movement** — Iran — 2009 — mass protests contesting disputed presidential 

election results.   

11. **Uprising of Dignity / Jasmine-style label used** — Algeria — 2019–2021 — mass 

protests (Hirak) that forced political shifts; sometimes compared to color revolutions.   



12. **Euromaidan / Maidan (sometimes called a colour movement in discourse)** — 

Ukraine — 2013–2014 — mass protests that removed Yanukovych and precipitated a 

political rupture.   

13. **Tulip / Youth-labelled protests** — Uzbekistan/Kazakhstan (sporadic 2000s–2010s) — 

smaller protest waves sometimes described in media with floral/colour metaphors.   

14. **Snow/Second Kyrgyz Revolution** — Kyrgyzstan — 2010 — mass unrest and removal 

of president (sometimes called the “Second Tulip”).   

15. **Colour-branded student/urban movements (e.g., “Yellow”)** — Hong Kong (Umbrella 

Movement / 2014) — often pictured with colours; activists used yellow, though "color 

revolution" label is contested.   

16. **Orange/Colour protests in Serbia (1996–97)** — anti-electoral fraud protests that 

share family resemblances with later movements.   

17. **“Colour-framed” post-Soviet protests** — Moldova, 2009 (the “Twitter Revolution”) — 

protests after elections sometimes dubbed colour/technology revolutions.   

18. **Anti-corruption “colour” protests** — Montenegro, 2015–2016 (and similar Balkan 

mobilisations) — occasional media use of colour metaphors.   

19. **“Colour” or floral metaphors in Middle East/North Africa uprisings** — Egypt 2011 

(Tahrir) — sometimes compared to Jasmine but not formally named a colour revolution.   

20. **“Yellow Vest” (Gilets Jaunes)** — France — 2018– — a colour-named mass movement 

of a different social composition and dynamic; widely discussed in the same vocabulary. 

Note: entries 11–20 include movements for which the “colour/flower” label is disputed or 

applied rhetorically. Some widely discussed colour revolutions (for example, the 1974 

Carnation Revolution in Portugal) fall just outside the 50-year window. 

## Class-based, internationalist analysis 

The phenomenon labelled “colour revolutions” must be examined through the lens of 

imperialist rivalry and class struggle. Many of these uprisings expressed real and profound 

popular anger—against dictatorships, corruption and social misery (the Tunisian Jasmine 

Revolution is a clear example). But the political outcome of a mass movement depends on 



which social forces and leaderships intervene. 

Imperialism often seeks to exploit anti-regime mobilisations to reshape regional 

geostrategic alignments and open markets for transnational capital. The role of Western 

state-backed NGOs, media campaigns, lobbying networks and electoral-monitoring 

initiatives has frequently been invoked in public debate; imperialist states have recurrently 

intervened where their strategic interests are involved. At the same time, ruling classes and 

local bourgeois factions use mass movements to settle elite scores and recompose power, 

not to deliver social emancipation for the working class. 

This produces a strategic trap: without an independent working-class leadership and a 

socialist program, genuine popular insurgency is vulnerable to co-option by domestic 

bourgeois forces or by imperialist agendas. The pseudo-left—middle-class currents that 

emphasize identity, moralising rhetoric or parliamentary channelisation—often help 

contain struggles within the boundaries acceptable to the existing order, as analyzed by 

the Socialist Equality Party’s resolutions on the world capitalist crisis and the pseudo-left’s 

role in sabotaging revolutionary potential ([see SEP analysis of 2011–12 

struggles](https://www.wsws.org/en/articles/2012/05/res1-m08.html)). 

## Political conclusions and programme 

The only durable answer to dictatorship, corruption and imperialist intervention is an 

independent mobilisation of the working class on a socialist, internationalist program: 

expropriate the financial oligarchy, place the economy under democratic workers’ control, 

and link the struggle against war and imperialism to the struggle for global socialism. 

Workers and youth must build independent organisations rooted in workplaces and 

neighbourhoods—rank-and-file committees—and develop an international political 

leadership. For those wanting to organise, join your national Socialist Equality Party 

section to build international working-class opposition: 

https://www.wsws.org/en/special/pages/sep/us/join.html 



If you want, I can now: (a) provide a shorter list of the 8–10 best-established “colour 

revolutions” with primary sources and dates; or (b) expand any of the above entries with 

fuller background, key actors and imperialist involvement. Which would you prefer?


