


































and at tacked and dest royed the anarch is t  communes;  they launched

a  campa ign  o f  v i l i f i ca t i on  aga ins t  Makhno ,  cd l l i ng  h im  a  t ra i t o r

and a  counter - revo lu t ionary .  By JuIy  Denik in  was dr iv ing hard to-

wards  Moscow,  and  Makhno  was  s t i I l  r e t rea t i ng  wes twards  ac ross

Ukra ine.  H is  re t reat  cont inued through August  in  a  ser ies  .o f  in -

conc l -us  i ve  engagemen ts  w i th  the  Wh i tes  ,  who  con t  i nued  to  pu rsue

and harass the exhausted insurgents .

fn  la te  Sep tember  Makhno ts  co lumn reached  Umant  in  no r thwes t  Uk-

ra ine ,  wh ich  was  s t i l l  i n  the  hands  o f  the  remnants  o f  the  D i rec -

to ry .  Hand ing  h is  wounded  over  to  the  na t iona l i s t s ,  Makhno  tu rned

near  Peregonovka  and  fough t  a  p i t ched  ba t t l e  aga ins t  the  Wh i tes ,

rou t ing  them and  b reak ing  th rough  to  the  eas t .  E l -even  days  la te r

h e  h a d  c o v e r e d  t h e  6 6 0  k i l o m e t r e s  f r o m  U m a n f  t o  G u l i a i - P o 1 e ,  a n d

h i s  u n i t s  b e g a n  t o  h a r a s s  D e n i k i n t s  r e a r .

Den ik in  had  underes t imated  Makhno ,  a  m is judgement  tha t  some wr i t -

e r s  h a v e  c l a i m e d  c o s t  h i m  M o s c o w  a n d  v i c t o r y .  F i r s t ,  D e n i k i n ' s

f o r c e s  w e r e  o e f e a t e d  n e a r  U m a n r  .  T h e n ,  t h e  M a k h n o v i t e s  d e s t r o y e d

t h e  W h i t e  a r t i l f e r y  d e p o t  a t  B e r d i a n s k .  L a s t ,  h e  l o s t  h i s  t e n u o u s

h o l d  o n  t h e  c i t i e s  a n d  v i  l  l a g e s  i n  h i s  r e a r  .  A l -  I  t h i s  d e c i s i v e l y

weakened  Den ik in ' s  fo rward  momentum.  The  Red  Army he ld  i t s  de fen-

s ive  I i ne  be fo re  Moscow,  coun te r -a t tacked ,  and  even tua l l y  ,  by  the

e n d  o f  L 9 L 9  ,  b o t t l e d  D e n i k i n  u p  i n  t h e  C r i m e a .

In  December  19 i9  t t ,e  Bo lshev iks  ordered Makhno '  s  Insurgent  Army,

s t i l l  ope ra t i ng  i n  i t s  home  te r r i t o r y  and  bad l y  h i t  by  a  t yphus

ep idem ic ,  t o  t he  Po1 i sh  f r on t .  Makhno ,  we I I  awa re  t ha t  i f  he
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e c o n o m i c  d e m a n d s  o n  t h e m  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h o s e  o f

the  Russ ians  o r  the  Germans .

Makhno  t  s  m i l i t a ry  ro le  was ,  pe rhaps ,  c ruc ia l  on  one  o r  two  occa -

s ions.  H is  throwing h is  weight  in to  the ba lance on the Bolshev ik

s ide may,  jus t  poss ib ly ,  have saved the revo lu t ion.  I t  was Makh-

nofs  revo lu t ionary  in tegr i ty  that  prevented pogroms,  that  re fused

a l l i ance  to  the  Wh i te  Guards .  Gr igo r ' ev ,  who  led  a  peasan t  move-

ment so simi lar to the lu lakhnovshchina that i t  was completely ab-

so rbed  by  i t  a f t e r  h i s  assass ina t i on ,  was  no t  so  p r i nc ip led ,  and

his  men commit ted a t roc i t ies  o f  consp icuous bru ta l i ty  aga ins t  the

Jews .

I [ a k h n o v s h c h i n a  w a s  a  c o a l i t i o n  o f  t w o  t r e n d s ,  b o t h  r e s e n t f  u 1  o f

c h a n g e  a n d  b o t h  l i k e l y  t o  d e c l i n e  i n  i n f l u e n c e  i n  a  m o d e r n i s e d

s o c i e t y .  T h e  p e t t y - b o u r g e o i s  a n a r c h i s t s  m a d e  c o m m o n  c a u s e  w i t h

v a r i o u s  s t r a t a  o f  t h e  U k r a i n i a n  p e a s a n t r y ,  w h i c h  w e r e  g e n e r a l l y

no t  capab le  o f  cons t ruc t i ve  ac t ion  o r  so l ida r i t y  excep t  under  ex -

t reme p ressure .  Toge ther  they  fough t  a  rea r -guard  ac t ion  aga ins t

a  r e v o l u t i o n  w h i c h  t h e y  f e a r e d ,  p e r h a p s  u n r e a s o n a b l y ,  m i g h t  r o b

them o f  every th ing .  The  percep t ion ,  ra ther  than  the  l i v ing  rea f i -

t y ,  w a s  t h e  d e t e r m i n a n t  m o t i v e .  T h e  t h i r d  e l e m e n t ,  t h e  c a t a l y s t ,

w a s  t h e  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  a n d  u n s t a b l e  p e r s o n a l i t y  o f  N e s t o r  M a k h n o .

H i s  r e c k l e s s n e s s ,  h i s  u n c o m p r o m i s i n g  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  f e r v o u r ,  h i s

t a c t i c a l -  s e n s e  ,  a n d  h i s  g i f  t  o f  l e a d e r s h i p  w e r e  t h e  q u a l  i t i e s  d e -

m a n d e d  b y  t h e  m o m e n t .  T h e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  b e t w e e n  a n a r c h i s m  a n d

t h e  r e v o l u t  i o n  t h a t  t h e  B o l s h e v i k s  w e r e  m a k i t ' r g ,  a n d  b e t w e e n  t h e
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two- th i rds  o f  the  Ukra ine ,  mak ing  i t  one  o f  the  wor l -d '  s  mos t  f  e r -

t i l e  g r a i n - p r o d u c i n g  a r e a s .

fn  the typ ica l  se t t lement  pat tern  o f  the southern s teppes Gul ia i -

PoIe had grown by the end of the nineteenth century to a town of

ove r  30 ' 000  peop le .  f t  was  abou t  e i gh t  k i l ome t res  i n  l eng th ,  w i t h

cobb led  s t ree ts  and  b r i ck  bu i l d ings .  The  g row ing  bou rgeo is ie  had

bui l t  banks,  a  post  and te legraph o f f ice ,  and two Or thodox chur-

ches -  The bazaars  and markets  o f  the town were the source o f  a

rnodest  f  ame, '  there  was a  po l ice  s ta t ion,  a  hosp i ta l ,  the vo l ,os t ,

adm in i s t r a t i on  bu i  1d in9 ,  and  seve ra  l -  s choo l s  .  Th i s  p rospe r i t y

res ted  on  the  ou tpu t  o f  a  few  i ron - foundr ies ,  f l ou r -m i l l s ,  and  a

fa rm-mach ine ry  fac to ry  do t ted  a long  the  r i bbon  deve lopmen t  be -

tween the r iver  and the ra i lway.

The  beg inn ings  o f  i ndus t r i a l i sa t i on  had  c rea ted  a  sma l l  p ro l e -

tar ia t  '  peasant  workers  a t  most  a  qenerat ion away f  rom the l -and.

M i l I -wo rke rs  came  seasona l l y  f r om Po l t ava  o r  Che rn igov  i n  t he

no r th ,  t o  l i ve  i n  ba r racks  on  t he  ou t sk i r t s  o f  t he  t own .  O the rs

worked in  the fac tor ies  or  foundr ies  ,  o r  in  the homes of  the mid-

d le -c1ass  as  domes t i c  se rvan ts .  1  Jews ,  Grea t  Russ ians ,  and  German

set t l -ers  l i ved in  the area,  but  the peasants  were overwhelming ly

1 .  A n a t o l '  H a k  ( p s e u d .  ) ,  v i d  H u l - i a i - P o l i a  d o  N ' i u - r o r k u  ( N e u  u l m ,  I g 7 3 ) ,  p . 2 I ;
v i c t o r  P e t e r s ,  N e s t o r  l | a k h n o  ( w i n n i p e g  ,  [ I g 7 o ] )  ,  p . 1 6 - 1 g ;  B S E  2 n d  € d . ,  s . v .
" G u I i a i - P o I e " .  P e t e r s '  c h a p t e r  o n  M a k h n o ' s  e a r l y  l i f e  w a s  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  b a s e d
o n  i n f o r m a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  b y  H a k  ( r v a n  A n t y p e n k o ) ,  a n  e m i g r e  n a t i v e  o f  G u r i a i -
P o l e  w h o  s u b s e q u e n c l y  p u b J - i s h e d  h i s  m e m o i r s .
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